
A letter from the PYH Board of Directors, January, 2020 
 

 
 
PYH Members, 
 
As we begin the New Year, we take time to thank all our volunteers for their efforts this season to date. We also 
acknowledge this time of year in the youth hockey season where kids can get easily burnt out from the weekly 
grind. Let them take a break. Let them be kids. It’s OK to tell your coach you are skipping skills or a practice if 
your kid is not excited to go to the rink. 
 
If your kid does want more practice ice...are you taking advantage of skills and the goalie/shooting clinic? Those 
are some of the best development hours PYH has to offer.  
 
Some of the new ideas at PYH recently include: hockey for kids with disabilities, more adult skate offerings, and 
more females involved in coaching. The board has been discussing these topics and will continue to do so. Your 
feedback is crucial here.  
 
Not surprising, but some parents are already jockeying and positioning for a different 2020/2021 program and 
team for their players. We have also heard from families with players at other local programs with interest in 
PYH next year.  While unlimited options in every activity available are great to have, PYH asks that you remember 
these are just kids and playing hockey with their friends in a safe environment is important.  As parents, we can 
do our part being positive about their experiences. We have 3 months remaining in the current 2019/2020 
season. Let’s keep the focus on today and your kid's development.  
 
If you must look ahead to 2020/2021, our most important advice is to ask the following questions: Who is the 
coach? What makes his or her character? What is the development plan? Practice:Games ratio? Ideally 3:1. Is 
the strategy all about the wins? Or to get the child ready for the next year on and off the ice? It should always 
be about development, fun, getting prepared for the next level, and learning life lessons. Be careful of playing 
too many games, taking too many trips, and not focusing on skills.  Also, please take a break from the year round 
specialization of any one sport.  
 
Coaching next year, we would like more moms and females volunteering on (and off) the ice and on the board. 
 
Our $10k cash prize raffle sales are going ok, but not great. As a reminder our fundraising efforts help keep our 
tuition costs the lowest in the area. Please continue to sell tickets and ask for more if needed. Return all to the  
PYH Dorsey’s mailbox. Buy tickets online here. The drawing is set for Feb 7, 2020 at Pembroke Country Club at 
our parent’s night our event (RSVP here).  
 
We will have our annual President's Day 3v3 on Monday Feb 17th.  Our annual open board meeting will take 
place in early March (date/time TBD). 2020/2021 Season Registration will open April 1st. Final practices will be 
the week of April 12th.  Jersey purchases will be due by May 17th. Tryouts will be August 24th thru 27th. 



 
As always, PYH needs volunteers and your feedback. Let us know if you can help, as well as your opinions, 
concerns, etc. 
 
Thank you for getting those kids to the rink! There is nothing better than seeing all those smiling faces.  
 
-PYH 
 


