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MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 To:    Pastors, Principals, CYM/Youth Athletic Directors 

 

 From:   Anthony P. Kearns III, Chancellor 

 

 Date:   October 21, 2021 

 

 Re: Updated -Athletic Guidance for Indoor Sports for the 2021-2022 School Year 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

You are permitted to assemble a team to play winter sports at all grade levels, including practices involving 

youth from the parish and competition between youth from other parishes or programs, during the 2021-2022 

school year, under the following conditions:  

 

 

1) All adult coaches must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 or submit weekly negative test results 

to the on-site administrator or person in charge of that parish’s athletic program for the sport in 

question. Adult coaches must show proof of vaccine to the onsite administrator. 

 
2) Spectators for competitions are limited to three individuals (e.g., parents, grandparents, siblings) per 

team member, as long as all spectators are able to maintain at least a three-foot distance from all 

other spectators, players, coaches, and others.  

 

3) Players and coaches maintain at least a three-foot distance between all other players, coaches, and 

spectators, except when they are engaged in playing the sport.  

 

4) All coaches, players, and spectators must wear a mask while indoors, regardless of vaccination 

status. Players do not need to wear a mask when actively engaged in playing the sport.  

 

5) Proper ventilation must be maintained in the facilities in which the sports are played, whether during 

practice or competition.  

 

6) Surfaces and spaces used for sports practices or competitions are to be cleaned according to the 

parish’s cleaning regimen and on a schedule determined by the pastor.  
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7) Sports practices and competitions are suspended from Thursday, December 23, 2021 through 

Sunday, January 16, 2022 (Christmas vacation and the first two weeks after it).  

 

 

If the pastor of any parish determines that these conditions cause an undue burden to the parish, its personnel, or 

its community, then the parish may opt not to offer indoor sports during the 2021-2022 school year or make 

limited adjustments. 

 

The conditions above are necessary to protect individuals from infection with the virus that causes COVID-19.  

 

Sports are an important component of childhood, traditions and culture. Collaboration is required between 

pastors, parents, and coaches to ensure the success of indoor sports in the year 2021-22.  This will enable 

parishes to offer sports, as we know they are an important social and developmental opportunity for the youth in 

every parish.   

 
 

 


