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Place: TOR Firehouse 
Time:  7:15 pm 
Date:  March 5, 2019 
 
 

Minutes of Board Meeting 
Those present: 
Ferrone            Mirkin  Bancroft Duddie  Ertrachter Anderson Gentle 
DiPreta  S. DeLeo D’Ambrosio Davis  Nestor  Calandrelli  
Brown  Gendason Reimer  Drexel  T. Condon 
Hoch   
 

Minutes from the February, 2019 minutes were e-mailed to everyone. Motion made to accept the minutes from that 
meeting. Motion passed unanimously. 
  

Old Business 

• Tryouts 
a. Hoch thanked everyone that helped the event run smoothly. Special thanks were in order for S. DeLeo and 

T. Condon who worked the front desk and found out the top 3 numbers a kid wanted to wear and measured 
all kids for uniform sizes. 

b. Tryouts were snowed out on Saturday and held on Sunday. There were no conflicts with any of the kids so 
that all kids that wanted to try out for the majors were able to attend at some point on Sunday. 

c. There was an unusually large number of kids that indicated “no majors” when trying out. Some of the kids 
were not going to make the majors anyway, but there was a consensus that some would have made the 
majors. Largest excuse that was heard from parents was that they wanted their child to have an opportunity 
to pitch (which they may not have been able to do if they made the majors). 

 

• Registration 
a. Gendason reported that 136 kids in the majors and AAA have registered (compared with 145 for the total 

last year). For AA, 56 kids have registered (last year’s total number of kids was 72). For A/Instructional, 60 
kids have registered (last year’s total # of kids was 110). 

b. For in-house registration at the firehouse, only 2 kids registered in-person. 
c. Of the clinics that were run at Springdale and Northeast schools, it was determined that only one new kid that 

came to the clinic was at tryouts for the 9-12-year-olds. Due to the poor number of kids that signed-up, it was 
decided to not have a 2nd clinic at each school as the start of the minor league season gets closer. 

 

• AAA & AA Musings 
a. AAA Draft was scheduled for Sunday, March 10th. 
b. Six managers have been identified, with one open coaching slot. 
c. Managers and coaches names and e-mail addresses should be given to Brown so he can do background 

checks. 
d. League motto regarding who should have a background check: “Any person with repeated access to kids.” 
e. AAA needs indoor time for practices. SNLL to look into getting indoor space. 
f. AAA season starts with a triple-header on Sunday, April 7th. 
g. AA workouts at Bobby V’s are going well. 
h. All managers and coaches for AA have been identified. 
i. AA coaches met on the night of in-person registration. Consensus was reached to use the pitching machine 

only for the 1st half of the season. At the halfway point, possibly introduce some kids to pitching but still 
maintain 4 innings of pitching machine and only 2 innings of kids pitching. 

j. Suggestion was made to have a pitching clinic for the AA kids at a set time each week (e.g., Sunday at 
10:00AM at Springdale field). Major league coaches would alternate running the clinic. 
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• Treasurer’s Report 
a. Ertrachter reported on the following: 

1. League operating funds have increased to more than $90,000 as registration fees have been collected 
but no expenses have been incurred. 

2. In addition, there is $50,000 in the capital improvement account. 
3. There has been no update from the City on the approval of installing a turf field at Chestnut. One reason 

for the City dragging their feet is that there is a movement in Hartford to prohibit any new turf fields in the 
state of CT due to health concerns. Even though the field at Chestnut would be built before the ban goes 
into place, there seems to be some hesitancy to approve such a field prior to knowing what the outcome 
will be in Hartford.  

4. Discussion ensued about spending the money wisely. Nestor has prepared a “punch list” of all the items 
that people have suggested need to be fixed around the fields. Suggestion made to prioritize certain items 
on this list and start working on these items. Before beginning any project, it is important to know whether 
the City needs input on that project since they may have a say in what the league can/cannot do. 

5. Budget that was prepared in January looks to be on-track, especially now that the City has permitted the 
league to display banners. Davis reported that demand for banners continues to increase. 

 
New Business 

• Tournament Dates 
a. SNLL has requested to host the 12-year-old Sectionals in July. 
b. District 1 pushed back the start of the 10-year-old and 12-year-old tournaments, but left the start date the 

same for the 11-year-olds.  
 

• Major League Call-ups  
a. Hoch has applied to LLB for there to be 11 kids on each majors’ team. 
b. A major league team must have 9 players to start a game (a game cannot start with 8 or fewer players). If a 

team starts with 9 players and loses one to injury or a family issue, then the game ends and the matter is 
brought to the Board for dispensation. The decision will be to either make the team forfeit or pick-up the game 
at a later date, depending upon the circumstances (e.g., if it is the 2nd time it has happened to a team then a 
forfeit would be more likely). The goal is for major league teams to start games with 10 or more players so if 
a manager knows that they are only going to have 9 players, they should call-up a player. 

c. One other note about playing with 9 kids: If one team has 9 players and the other team has 10 or more, then 
the team with 10 does not have to have an extra hitter for that game.   

d. Since so many kids did not want to try out for the majors, the issue arose as to whether these kids should be 
eligible for call-ups if a major league team is short players. 

e. A long, lively discussion ensued. One concern was that there would not be enough players on the call-up list 
if the “non-major” kids were excluded. However, the general consensus of the Board was that the “non-major” 
kids should not be called up before the kids that did try out for the majors. Eventually, the following motion 
was made and passed with zero no votes and 3 abstentions: 
“A list of call-ups will be created showing the kids that did tryout for the majors. Those kids will be called first. 
A line will be drawn at the bottom of these names and all of the “non-majors” kids will be listed below this line. 
Only after the list of kids “above-the-line” are called should a manager call a “non-majors” kid.”  
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• Other Items  
a. All-Star coaching rule: If a team has fewer than 12 players “ready-to-play” at the start of an All-Star game, 

then that team loses one coach in the dugout. If a 12th player does show-up after the start of the game, then 
the 3rd coach can enter the dugout. 

b. Nestor’s son suggested starting an alumni group of SNLL players (including Springdale and North Stamford 
leagues). Board thought this was a great idea and asked that more information be presented at the April 
Board meeting. Some examples of what this alumni group could do are the following: 
1. Help the alumni perform community service (which can help with confirmation requirements or college 

applications). 
2. Be available to help with field maintenance. 
3. Assist with the Challenger team 
4. Provide a resource to current players regarding options for after LLB. 

c. LLB is allowing for the flap on the helmets to be used instead of the cage. According to LLB rules, the helmet 
must provide “facial protection” and the flap is permitted. Hoch indicated that if any parent wishes to have 
their child wear the flap, it is important to make them aware that the helmet and the flap must be made by the 
same manufacturer (e.g., you can’t use a Wilson flap with an Easton helmet since they will not always align 
properly). Board made the following motion, which passed unanimously:  
“Major league players must wear “facial protection” which can be a full cage or a flap but no cage. AAA and 
all other minor league levels must wear the full cage helmets.”  

 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00PM 
Upcoming meetings:    Tuesday, April 2nd at 7:15PM at the TOR Firehouse 
    


