
The Whalers Tryout Protocol for the 2017-2018 Season 
 
The Whalers Youth Hockey Organization strives to give your player a positive 
environment in which to develop their hockey skills, as well as their life skills.  A 
successful season is demonstrated by personal growth, both on and off the ice. 
 
In an effort to ensure the most objective assessment for each player, the Whalers’ 
tryout process is comprised of both independent evaluation, and evaluation from the 
player’s current season coach.  Both aim to evaluate a player's skating ability, hockey 
skills, hockey sense, and commitment to teamwork. The organization’s primary goal is 
to place our athletes on a team that will provide the best environment for improving 
their skills, self-confidence and love of the game.    

Independent Evaluator: 

The Whalers will use Independent Evaluators for the 2017-2018 Tryouts. 

Coach Evaluations: 

All coaches will submit evaluations of each player to the Hockey Director prior to the 
start of tryouts.  Coaches will evaluate each player using a scoring system (1-5) to 
assess skating, passing, puck control, positional play, and their overall understanding 
of the game in a variety of situations. The evaluation sheet provides a space for 
additional comments regarding the player that may not be captured by the scoring 
system.   
 
Player Identification: 
 
All skaters will be given a colored pinney with a number when signing in at the start of 
Tryouts.  Evaluation sheets are issued to the independent evaluator by pinney colors 
and number.   
 
Evaluation Process: 

Tryout sessions will consist of drills that allow players to display their skating, shooting, 
and passing abilities, as well as teamwork and situational and transitional play. 
 Generally, the weighting of each of these categories will change at each level (Mites, 
Squirts, Peewees, Bantams) with the change in the style of play. At the Mite level, 
skating and basic hockey skills will be weighted more than at the upper levels where 
teamwork and situational play become more important as a skill. 

The Evaluator is instructed to not to share comments on any players being evaluated.  
Parents and coaches will not be allowed to share comments regarding any player 
during the tryout sessions.   



Goalies will be evaluated on their balance and movement, agility and quickness, angles 
and positions, save selection, anticipation, aggressiveness, concentration and 
athleticism. 

For Squirts, Pee Wees, and Bantams, a player must declare at the beginning of tryouts 
if they are trying out as forward, defense, or goalie.   
 
Team Selection: 
Team selection will be based a combination of the player ratings obtained in the 
tryouts and player evaluations from the coaches from the prior season. The Hockey 
Director will also review each roster and give final approval.  Board of Directors will 
then approve the final rosters. The combination of both tryout scores and coach 
evaluations from coaches are important to provide as complete an evaluation as 
possible for each player.  
  
Once team selections are complete, they will be posted on the Whalers web site. 
 Instructions regarding commitments will be provided at that time.   
 
 
	


