
BGSL Intermediate Division Rules

Game logistics

Pitching

Catching

Batting

Games will last 6 innings; however, no inning will begin after 90 minutes of play. A tie game may go into extra innings 
provided that time remains. The bottom of an inning can be played even if the home team leads if both teams want to 
continue.

There is a 4-run rule per inning, after which teams will change places regardless of how many outs have been made. 
There is no ‘continuation rule’ – teams cannot score more than 4 runs in their half of a  inning under any circumstances.

Coaches will field as many as 11 players on defense.

Six standard infielders will be positioned (P, C, 1B, 2B, 3B, SS)

As many as 5 outfielders may be played, provided they begin each play off the infield dirt.

Teams may field different number of players based on rosters and attendance; the goal is to have as few inactive 
defensive players as possible. Teams are welcome to lend outfielders to short-handed teams, provided lent players do not 
miss an at-bat.

Pitchers will deliver from a pitching rubber placed 32’ from home plate.

Umpires will be instructed to watch for illegal pitches, but will provide only constructive correction to infractions; no bases 
will be awarded. The illegal pitch is ruled a ball or strike as though it were thrown legally.

A player may not pitch more than 2 innings in any game, whether consecutive or not.

Players will perform all catching duties

Catchers should be coached to watch for steal attempts at 3rd base (see Base Running below).

Catchers should always make the throw to 3rd base when runners are stealing, as no advance is allowed on an 
unsuccessful play or overthrow.

All batters start with a count of 1 ball and 1 strike.

No walks are issued.

Bunting is not permitted.

If the count reaches 4 balls, one of the batter’s coac    will enter the game to complete the at-bat; the defending pitcher 
retains her defensive position. A coach may pitch from a distance they feel best gives their batter a chance to hit.

Batters can strike out by swinging or watching a 3rd strike.

A batter hit with a pitch will be granted 1st base, provided only that the batter was in the batter’s box. A batter hit by a 



coach’s pitch stays at the plate.

Umpires will be instructed to call a strike zone generous to the pitcher to encourage swinging and to maintain the pace of 
the game. This zone will stretch about the width of a ball on either side of the plate, but will not extend vertically.

The infield fly rule does not apply.

Stealing is permitted only by runners starting a play at 2nd base.

The runner at 2nd base cannot leave the base until the pitch crosses home plate.

If a runner leaves 2nd base early, the umpire will return the runner to 2nd base and issue a warning to her team; any 
subsequent early departures will result in the base runner being called out.

The runner attempting to steal 3rd cannot advance home    a failed effort to throw her out.

No advance by the batter is allowed on a dropped 3rd strike.

Base runners may not leave the base until the bat strikes the ball, except as above.

Base runners may not initiate physical contact with a defender, including the catcher, for the purposes of dislodging the 
ball or disrupting the play. Sliding is not mandatory, but encouraged to minimize collisions.

If a base runner is on with two outs and is scheduled to catch the next innin       coach should substitute a courtesy 
runner so as to minimize dressing delays between innings.

Hits fielded on the infield dirt allow the batter to a       no further than 1st base.

Hits fielded on the infield dirt allow a base runner on 1st base to attempt 2nd base, but to advance no further.

Base runners starting a play on 2nd base may attempt to score on any hit.

An overthrow to 1st base resulting in the ball hitting     adjacent fence or leaving the field of play will result in the 
umpire calling the ball dead and advancing all runners one base more than they would have taken on the single (i.e. a 
runner starting at 1st base goes to 3rd; a runner starting on 2nd or 3rd base scores).

On all other overthrows base runners will not advance.

Coaches at 3rd base should send runners coming from 2n    me on infield hits to teach the 1st baseman to watch home 
after an out at first.

A player starting at 2nd base may not continue home on an unsuccessful attempt to throw them out at 3rd.

Hits leaving the infield allow the base runners to attempt multiple bases.

Once the ball is returned to the pitcher, runners will advance only to the base they are currently running towards.

Base Running

Infield hits

Outfield hits



If on an outfield hit an attempt is made on a runner at 2nd or 3rd, neither that runner nor any trailing runner will advance 
if the attempt fails; preceding runners may continue home.

Umpires for intermediate division games will generally be entry-level participants in BGSL’s youth umpire program.

Coaches should expect some mistakes and inconsistencies; like the players, these umpires are learning new skills.

Coaches will consider umpires to be part of the developmental program, and take personal responsibility for the umpire’s 
experience relative to players, parents, and other spectators.

This program is central to BGSL’s mission and is an opportunity for participants to develop leadership and life skills; it is 
BGSL’s mandate to allow such development to take place in a safe, constructive environment.

The umpires are compensated and are considered to be in ongoing training, so constructive feedback on their 
performance should be returned to the Umpire-in-Chief as often as possible.

Coaches are not permitted to question any umpire call during the inning in which it is made; coaches are not allowed to 
leave the dugout, bench, or coaches’ box area to confront or converse with an umpire during the game.

Constructive discussion may be requested between innings, provided that the coach is seeking to clarify a rule for the 
umpire in such a way as to bolster her confidence and improve her ability to make correct calls subsequently. A coach 
from each team should always be present for such discussions, and they can never be confrontational or antagonistic.

Given the inherent age and/or gender differential, any interaction with adults involved in the event will be reviewed in 
favor of the umpire, and BGSL may take disciplinary action against the adult in question in accordance with the by-laws. 
Coaches are reminded that BGSL supports a zero-tolerance approach to all umpire confrontations, and first offenses are 
subject to suspension and/or dismissal from the program.

Score will be kept, reported to the Division Director, and recorded on the league website.

No playoffs will be held for this division.

Umpires

Standings and scores
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