
Oak Forest Park District Girls Softball
League Rules

A. Petite Division
Playing Rules

1. Petite Division teams will consist of up to 10 players per team, depending on registration.
2. Players will be assigned to a team by a draft.
3. League balance in reference to the ages of players will be considered.
4. Team rosters are frozen after rosters are set.  No players may be added to any team without league

approval.
5. After the start of a season, any Manager having difficulty fielding a team of ten (10) players can request

a special recruitment meeting.
a. The manager is to inform the league of the recruited players name and age.
b. A majority vote of the team Managers and Board Members will be required for approval.  All

Managers must attend the recruitment meeting.  Absence is considered an approval vote.
6. A rostered player that is recruited will pay all league fees required at the start of the season on a

pro-rated basis.
7. No player in any division may be traded between teams.
8. 12 game regular season schedule. Attempt will be made to makeup rainouts, however, may not be able

to make them all up especially rainouts during the last week of the regular season.  Managers may NOT
decline to play a scheduled game.

Safety Rules

1. Temperature at start of a game MUST be a minimum of 50 degrees or the game will be postponed.
2. Both Managers must agree upon the fitness of the playing field before the game starts.
3. No new innings may start 1 hour after the start of a game.  All games are expected to start on time.
4. Catchers must wear mask and helmet, chest protector and shin guards when warming up a pitcher.

Any other player warming up any pitcher must wear a helmet and a mask.
5. No players are allowed in the field on deck circles.  All players, Coaches and Managers shall remain

behind the screen or in the dugout.
6. If a batter throws their helmet or bat intentionally, both teams will receive a warning and the next

offense by anyone on either team will result with that offending player being ejected for the rest of the
game.

7. Any player removing their helmet while the ball is in play will be declared out.
8. An injury to a player will cause an immediate time out.  The ball is dead.
9. In any game where safety bases are used, the 1st baseman should not be allowed to touch the orange

part of the base.  This would be considered interference.
10. When lightning is seen or thunder is heard it should be brought to the umpire’s attention immediately

and the game will be called or postponed depending if the game is determined to be an official game
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The Playing Field

1. The bases will be at 45 feet.
2. Pitching rubber will be set at 25 feet for Managers.
3. The field must be set up no later than fifteen minutes before the start of the game by the home team.

The visiting team does take down.
4. Standings will not be kept in the Petite Division.  An all-star game will be held at the end of the season

for players advancing to the minor league the following playing season.
5. The Petite Division will be permitted three (3) Coaches per team.  Each team will be required to use one

of their Coaches as an umpire for each game and one Coach will pitch.

Players and Substitutions

1. A team shall consist of at least 6 players
2. All players must wear their division complete uniform

a. Petite Division:  Team T-Shirt and pants
3. Petite Division will play a continuous batting order.  All girls will be listed on the score sheet and bat in

that order for the duration of the game.  Each girl MUST play a minimum of 3 defensive innings. Players
may be substituted at any time during a game, but must play in the field the entire defensive inning.

4. If a player is being held out of a game for health or disciplinary reasons, the opposing manager must be
notified before a game starts.

5. Age classification will be based on the players’ age as of JANUARY 1st of the current season.  All players
must be 5 years old by MAY 1st of the current season.

The Game

1. A regulation game in the Petite Division will consist of 6 innings or 1 hour, whichever comes first.
Shortened games will be considered complete if 4 innings have been completed and the 1.5 hour time
limit has transpired.

2. A base runner MUST AVOID CONTACT OR SLIDE if the defensive player has the ball or is in position to
make a play on the runner.  The runner will be called out it contact is made with the defensive player in
these situations.

3. The infield fly rule will not be in effect.
4. There is no stealing of bases.
5. No base runner may leave a base until the batter has struck the ball.
6. There is no dropped third strike.
7. The defensive team will be allowed to place two Coaches in the field to help direct the players as to

where a play should be made.  The field Coaches are not allowed to aid a play in any way other than
verbally.

8. The ball will be considered dead when it is returned to the pitcher within an 8 foot radius of the
pitching rubber.  A base runner must return to the previous base IF THEY HAVE NOT REACHED THE
NEXT BASE PRIOR TO THE BALL ENTERING THE PITCHING CIRCLE.  (Note: The pitcher DOES NOT have to
catch the ball).

9. The side will retire after 3 outs are made or the completion of the batting order.
10. Each player who is present for the game must play in 3 innings of that game.  The player may be

inserted and removed, but must play the entire inning and appear in 3 defensive innings.
11. At the end of each game, teams will shake hands.
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Pitching

1. Coach/Manager pitching is required for all batters.  Coach/Managers pitch to their own team.
2. Swinging strikes are counted and a player can be called out on strikes.  If a player does not swing at 5

consecutive pitches a strike will be called.  As she swings the count of pitches resumes.  If 3 strikes are
accumulated on the batter, then the batter will be able to use the batting tee to hit the ball.  If the
batter takes 3 swings off the tee and fails to put the ball into play, then the batter shall be called out.
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