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Section 1 

Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to establish procedures that govern the use and care of Municipality 

of Murrysville athletic fields with the overall goal of safe and playable conditions for all eligible 

users. The policy will outline the responsibilities of users from the initiation of an athletic field 

reservation with the Recreation Department through post event activities. Under all 

circumstances, the community sports organizations assume full responsibility for the actions of 

their players and guests during the time fields are reserved. This document supersedes all 

previous athletic field use policies. 

 

Annual Meetings 

Annual meetings will be held to discuss field specific issues such as maintenance schedules, 

facility issues, camps, tournaments, clinics, and overall timelines for reservation requests and 

availability. The Athletic Field Use Policy will be reviewed at these meetings and suggestions 

for changes or additions will be considered. The policy will be updated once annually each 

January. Meetings will be initiated by the Municipality and will include representatives from 

Recreation, Public Works, and administrative personnel as deemed necessary. Each community 

sports organization requesting athletic field reservations is required to assign a representative to 

attend the meetings before submitting field requests.  

 

Park Rules & Regulations 

All park visitors are required to abide by the rules of this policy as well as all Municipality 

ordinances. Park rules include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 Athletic fields and shelters require reservations for use and can be scheduled through the 

Recreation Department. 

 Beer and alcoholic beverages are NOT permitted at the fields. NO EXCEPTIONS. Failure to 

adhere to this rule may result in the loss of field permit and forfeiture of fees paid. Alcohol 

permits for Townsend and Sardis Parks are available by application but only in conjunction 

with a pavilion rental.  

 Fields are not to be used when they are in an unfit condition for play. 
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 Permitted field users are responsible for the sportsmanship of their players, coaches, officials, 

and spectators. 

 Parking is in designated lots only. No parking is permitted on grass or landscaped areas for 

any reason. User groups must inform their participants and spectators to park in designated 

lots. It is the permitted user’s responsibility to alleviate traffic and parking issues. 

 At the conclusion of a practice or game, users must collect all litter and garbage from the 

field and adjacent areas and deposit in provided trash receptacles. 

 The last field user of each day is responsible for moving nets, goals, benches, tackling sleds, 

bases, etc., completely OFF the playing surface for maintenance and mowing purposes. 

 Fencing and buildings are strictly off limits for use as warm-up targets, batting soft toss, or 

throwing against in any fashion. 

 All teams and individuals with permission to use a field assume all responsibility in        

regards to injury and/or accident and all liabilities. 

 Permits must be kept with the team at all times while using the fields. 

 Teams and individuals must use the field that has been assigned on the permit. 

 Exchanging of field permits with another team or individual is not permitted. 

 All teams are responsible for lining their own fields and supplying bases and home plate. 

A complete description of the rules and regulations governing the use of park properties is 

outlined in Murrysville code: Chapter 166. Park and Playground Regulations.  

 

Field Reservations & Scheduling 

Athletic field use permits are issued through the Recreation Department after an online request 

has been submitted. This can be found at https://murrysvilleparecreation.com/497/Field-

Reservations . The field schedules can be viewed here 

https://register.communitypass.net/reg/login.cfm?cuBOB%2FnX0p4trnasCJNBkrfRqBNdAcM1

ugTdgJwcwr%2BLxIFL2ZCtvf%2Fw by clicking Facilities at the top of the page and while 

making your online field request.  The Recreation Director can be reached at 724-327-2100 x 

115. Requests must be approved, payments received, and permits issued prior to play. Seasonal 

field fees shall be fully paid two weeks prior to the organized use of the fields. If the field 

fees are not paid, the Municipality cannot guarantee reservation of the time slots. As well, 

cancellations and changes must be communicated with the Recreation Department so that 

https://murrysvilleparecreation.com/497/Field-Reservations
https://murrysvilleparecreation.com/497/Field-Reservations
https://register.communitypass.net/reg/login.cfm?cuBOB%2FnX0p4trnasCJNBkrfRqBNdAcM1ugTdgJwcwr%2BLxIFL2ZCtvf%2Fw
https://register.communitypass.net/reg/login.cfm?cuBOB%2FnX0p4trnasCJNBkrfRqBNdAcM1ugTdgJwcwr%2BLxIFL2ZCtvf%2Fw
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scheduling software can be maintained completely and accurately. Correct contact information is 

required with each reservation in order for unexpected problems or closures to be quickly 

communicated. The baseball field at Sardis Park is not available for seasonal field scheduling or 

any use by sports teams; it is to remain available for use by the general public. Seasonal 

scheduling takes precedent over tournament schedules.  

In any case of competing field dates and times, the following scheduling priority has been 

established IAW Resolution No. 521.-07: 

 1. Municipal events and programs 

 2. FRSD during after-school sports and activity time periods 

 3. Not for profit organizations, leagues, individuals and groups serving 80% or more 

 citizens of MOM with those serving the greatest number of residents receiving the 

 highest consideration for assignment 

 4. Not for profit organizations, leagues, individuals and groups serving 60% or more 

 citizens of MOM 

 5. Not for profit organizations, leagues, individuals and groups serving 30% or more 

 citizens of MOM 

 6. For profit sports camps serving 50% or more citizens of MOM 

 7. All other not for profit organizations, leagues, individuals and groups 

 8. All other for profit businesses 

 

Field Fees 

The following field fees apply according to the municipal fees ordinance 959-16: 

 

Reservation of playing fields or courts for any resident group defined as any group 

comprised of 80% Murrysville residents and/or similar groups or clubs primarily serving 

residents or students of Franklin Regional School District. Group rates and associated time 

slots are as follows: The Municipality reserves the right to request team rosters to verify 

residency.  

1. Seasonal Fees:  

 Comprised of three months or less: $50 per field/per time slot. 

 Comprised of four months or less: $75 per field/per time slot. 

 Comprised of six months or less: $100 per field/per time slot. 
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2. Individual time slot per field/court:  

 Two hours per field/court: $25. 

 All day per field/court: $100. 

3. Seasonal field fees shall be fully paid two weeks prior to the organized use of the fields by 

the resident group. If the field fees are not paid, the Municipality cannot guarantee 

reservation of the time slots.  

4. "Time slot" is defined as two-hour incremental time slots beginning at 8:00 a.m. through 6:00 

p.m. with the evening slot defined as 6:00 p.m. until dusk. 

 

Reservation of playing fields or courts for nonresident and/or commercial groups. Group 

rates and associated time slots are as follows:  

1. Commercial groups are defined as individuals, businesses, institutions or other entities that are 

initiated or operated for the purpose of making a profit.  

2. Seasonal fees:  

 Comprised of three months or less: $100 per field/per time slot. 

 Comprised of four months or less: $150 per field/per time slot. 

 Comprised of five months or less: $200 per field/per time slot. 

3. Seasonal field fees shall be fully paid two weeks prior to the organized use of the field(s) 

by the commercial group. If the field fees are not paid, the Municipality cannot guarantee 

reservation of the time slots.  

4. Individual time slot per field/court:  

 Two hours per field/court: $35. 

 All day per field/court: $110. 

5. "Time slot" is defined as two-hour incremental time slots beginning at 8:00 a.m. through 6:00 

p.m. with the evening slot defined as 6:00 p.m. until dusk. 

 

Tournament Play -Reservation of playing fields or courts for purposes of tournament play: 

Tournament  play is defined as (2) two or more days of consecutive tournament 

games involving multiple teams on multiple fields. 

 

1. Resident groups (as defined above in Section 4. a.)  $75.00 per day 
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2. Non-Resident and commercial groups (as defined above in Section 4. b.) $105.00 per day 

 

All field reservation cancellations must be received 30 days or more PRIOR TO THE START  

OF the program. If the cancellation is received in less than 30 days, the fees will be retained by 

the Municipality of Murrysville.  Also, reservation fees cannot be refunded due to inclement 

weather or other circumstances if requested less than 30 days prior to the start of the program. 

 

Prevention & Maintenance 

The Municipality requests that field users refrain from use of heavy traffic wear areas during 

practices, regardless of weather, to assist in providing the best field conditions possible for 

scheduled games. This includes: goal areas, pitching mounds, foul lines, and any other portion of 

the field showing wear due to traffic. Preventing additional wear during non-game activities will 

greatly lengthen the playability of fields as the season progresses. 

 Schedules 

Community sports organizations are responsible for maintaining accurate schedules with the 

Recreation Department. The Public Works Department will arrange operations around the daily 

schedule provided to them by the Recreation Department to minimize interference whenever 

possible. Therefore, unscheduled activities interfering with planned park maintenance operations 

are obliged to move at the request of municipal personnel. 

 Maintenance Closures 

Fields may be closed at the discretion of the Public Works Department or designated 

representative during times when the fields remain playable for certain operations such as 

aeration, emergency irrigation repairs, or pesticide applications. Permitted field users will be 

notified in advance whenever possible.  

 

Field Status Recommendations 

The Recreation and Public Works Departments will determine field closures. Any closures will 

be posted on the Recreation Department’s Facebook page and field status will also be emailed 

directly to the sports organizations’ point of contact. Every attempt will be made to determine 

field status no later than 2:00 p.m.    
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If fields are listed as “closed”, sports organization leaders have the opportunity to overwrite the 

decision since field playability may improve between the time of the web posting and scheduled 

play. Similarly, if a field is listed as “open” and precipitation deteriorates conditions so that field 

damage or unsafe conditions ensue, sports organization leaders are responsible for cancelling or 

suspending play. This situation most often occurs on weekends when municipal offices are 

closed. Field damage will be addressed by the steps outlined in the following Progressive Action 

Plan. Teams playing on closed fields will be held liable for damages and repairs to said field(s.) 

Determining Field Saturation 

In order to make the determination of field saturation an objective measure, a designated staff 

member will use a Lincoln Soil Moisture Meter to read the level of water present in the soil. The 

meter reads 0-10 with 10 being complete saturation of the soil. When the meter reads 10, the 

field will be deemed too wet for use and designated as “closed.” A staff member will use the 

meter on a minimum of 3 locations on each field: center field, goal mouths, and in the case of 

baseball/softball fields, the location of position players in the outfield. Readings will be taken as 

close to the field determination time as possible. 

Progressive Action Plan for Athletic Fields 

1) A designated representative will inspect fields daily to determine if damage has been sustained 

that reduces the safety and playability of the surface. 

2) Dated photos will document field conditions when damage occurs.  

3) Fields will be closed as necessary for rest and renovation following events which cause 

damage and reduce safety. Users will be notified of rest periods on the Recreation Department’s 

Facebook page and via email and signs will be posted signifying the field as “closed.” Municipal 

staff may employ measures such as temporary fencing to isolate playing surfaces while 

renovation and grow-in is undertaken to restore safe playing conditions. 

4) Continued or un-repairable damage by permitted users will result in the discontinuation of the 

agronomic maintenance program except for mowing. Primary field users will be notified in 

advance of any intention to change, discontinue, or temporarily suspend field maintenance 

programs. 

 

Tournament Procedures 
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All tournament requests must be approved by the Recreation Department, pending field 

availability. Requests must include the anticipated number of participants and spectators. Upon 

approval, tournament sponsor is required to submit the number of teams and what fields those 

teams will be utilizing. If required fields and facilities are not available, tournament requests may 

be denied. League scheduling takes precedence over tournament scheduling. Tournaments with a 

local sponsor (resident) will receive priority scheduling versus those without a local sponsor 

(non-resident.) Regularly scheduled community based tournaments have first priority versus for-

profit and/or new tournaments when requesting competing dates/times/fields.  

 

Upon notification from the Recreation Department of a scheduled tournament or event beyond 

normal league and association play, the Public Works Department will schedule staff to make 

additional checks of the restrooms and garbage cans in the vicinity of the activity during the 

normally scheduled work hours of 7am and 3pm. Additionally, the tournament officials are 

responsible for designating volunteers or staff during the event to empty garbage and pick-up 

litter from dugouts, player bench areas, bleachers, and concession stands for the duration of the 

event. Collected garbage and litter should then be deposited in the dumpsters in proximity to all 

playing fields throughout the parks. If additional port-a-john facilities, trash cans, etc. are  

needed, the tournament host is responsible to provide those at their cost.  

 

Section 2 

Baseball and Softball Field Maintenance 

 

Determining Field Playability 

The decision to play on fields that are too wet is the number one cause of damage to ball fields 

and the top reason for player injury. Often, techniques used to make a wet field “playable” cause 

additional damage. Making the tough call to postpone a game due to wet conditions is the best 

decision for player safety and to preserve season-long playability of the ball fields. 
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If there’s standing water 

on 5% of the infield, it’s 

TOO WET to play! 
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Water Removal Techniques for Skinned Infields 

The most important mistake to avoid is the removal or movement of infield mix. A level field 

will drain better and have fewer puddles. Low spots or depressions catch and hold water EVERY 

TIME! 

Use a pump to remove puddles. 

1. Dig a hole and place the field mix out of your way. 

2. Let the water drain into the low spot you’ve created. 

3. Use the pump to move the water into a bucket. 

4. Empty the bucket outside of the playing field into a drain. 

5. Replace the field mix into the hole and level with a rake. 

 

If your shoe leaves an 

imprint like THIS, it’s TOO 

WET to play! 
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DO NOT Use These Methods on Wet Fields: 

• DO NOT use brooms to disperse puddles. 

• DO NOT sweep a puddle into the grass. 

• DO NOT remove muddy infield mix from the field. 

All of these unfortunate techniques move infield material and leave a depression or low spot that 

will hold water every time it rains. 

 

 

 

For small or shallow puddles, use a water absorbent pillow, provided by the sports 

organization: 

1. Allow the absorbent material to soak up the water. 

2. Have a bucket nearby to wring out the pillow or sponge. 

3. Empty the bucket of water off the field of play into a drain. 
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After the standing water has been removed, use a rake or nail drag to loosen the infield mix so it 

will dry more quickly. Allow time to air dry. 

 

   

 

 

Addition of Field Drying Agents 

Calcined and vitrified clay marketed under the brand names Turface, Pro’s Choice, Diamond 

Pro, Rapid Dry, and Profile are the most common products used to assist with wet infield 

conditions. These products should be used judiciously for two reasons: they are an expense to the 

program and they change the properties of the infield mix when used abundantly. 
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Steps for Applying a Drying Agent 

1. First remove as much water as possible using the pump or pillow method. 

2. Use a spreader, shovel, or hand to evenly apply a thin layer of the drying agent. 

3. The material may be lightly incorporated using a rake or left on top of the infield mix. 

 

Infield Grooming Techniques 

1. Remove the bases and plug the base anchor sleeve before beginning any operations. 

2. Vary the dragging pattern every time the field is groomed. 

3. Scarify the field with a nail drag or needle tines. 

4. Finish groom the field with a drag mat or broom. Go slowly! 

5. When finished dragging, stop 5 to 6 feet before the edge of the skin and lift the drag. Shake off 

any excess field mix before exiting the field. 

6. Exit the field in a different location each time to prevent build-up of infield mix in one 

location. 

7. Hand rake out the pile left from the field drag. 

8. Hand rake: base paths end-to-end, home plate, and the back radius of the infield.  

Never use more than 3 

bags of drying agent to 

make a field playable! 



14 

 

   

 

DO NOT pull the nail drag or mat into the grass for any reason. 

DO NOT take a nail drag or mat within 24” of the grass edge. Only hand rake edges to prevent 

lips from forming. 

DO NOT take a nail drag over home plate. 

 

Skinned Infield Leveling 

Baseball and Softball fields are designed with a specific slope to drain water from their surface. 

Keeping the infield slope correct will prevent puddling and therefore field closures. Players 

sliding, mechanical field groomers, and other factors contribute to un-level skinned infields. A 

diligent approach to correcting high or low spots is the most important task of a field manager. 

For small areas, use a leveling rake. 

1. Pull the material from a high spot and deposit it in a low area. 

2. If the infield mix is dry, wet the leveled area and compact it with a tamper or the grooming 

machine tires. Otherwise, it will not stay in place. 

 

For medium sized areas, use the leveling attachment of the grooming tool. 

1. Remove the bases and plug the base anchor sleeve. 

2. Loosen the field material with a nail drag or needle tines. 

3. Make sure the leveler is NOT in the float position. 

4. Make wide sweeping turns in several directions over the area that 

needs to be leveled. 

5. If the infield mix is dry, water the area and compact it with the tires of 

the grooming machine. Otherwise, it will not stay in place. 
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For large areas or storm wash-outs, a box blade attachment works best. This should ONLY be 

coordinated with the Public Works Department. 

 

The Public Works Department will prepare, drag, and perform basic maintenance to the 

infields. Ongoing maintenance will be required by the sports organizations during peak 

seasons. Any questions regarding care and maintenance of the fields should be directed to 

the Public Works Department before any questionable methods are performed.  
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Grass Edge Maintenance 

Regular maintenance where the skinned infield meets the grass edge will prevent the formation 

of a lip. After wet playing conditions, the most common player injury occurs from bad ball 

bounces. Lips are a major contributor to this type of player injury. Lips at the grass edge are also 

the primary barrier to water exiting the skinned part of the field. Water trapped on the skin will 

force cancellations and field closures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Maintenance to Prevent Lips 

 

Use a backpack blower or power broom to push displaced material back into the skinned infield. 

This method works best when the infield mix is dry.  
 

Use a hose with a jet nozzle to wash the infield mix back to the skinned infield. Note that this 

method should only be performed when ample time is available for the skin to dry.  

 

 

Use a spring-tine leaf rake or broom and move the material back into the skinned infield. Use a 

leveling rake to distribute the material when edge maintenance is complete.  

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17 

 

Field Lining Techniques  
 
Always use a string as a guide line.  

 

Only use athletic field marker on skinned infields for important events.  

Overuse without removal will contaminate the infield mix and cause 

undesirable results. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember, the entire infield foul line should be UNDER first and third base.  
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Section 3 
Grass Field Maintenance 

(Soccer, Football, Lacrosse) 

 

Determining Field Playability 

The decision to play on fields that are too wet is the number one cause of damage to grass fields 

and the top reason for player injury. And often, techniques used to make a wet field “playable” 

cause additional damage. Making the tough call to postpone a game due to wet conditions is the 

best decision for player safety and to preserve season-long playability of the ball fields. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If there’s standing water 

on 1% of the field, it’s 

TOO WET to play! 

If your shoe leaves an imprint 

like THIS, it’s TOO WET to 

play! 
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Water Removal Techniques for Grass Fields 

The most important mistake to avoid is the removal or movement of soil from the field. Fields 

are designed with a specific slope to drain water from their surface and low spots or depressions 

catch and hold water EVERY TIME! 

   

 

DO NOT Use These Methods on Wet Fields: 

 DO NOT use brooms to disperse puddles. 

 DO NOT remove muddy soil or turf from the field. 

All of these unfortunate techniques leave a depression or low spot that will hold water every time 

it rains. Leveling a low spot is the best method to prevent puddling. The Public Works 

Department is responsible for field leveling. 

 

 

 

For shallow puddles, use a roller squeegee.  

 Only use roller squeegees made for turf. 

 Apply downward pressure on the handle as you walk. 

 Push standing water toward the outside of the field, never 

toward the middle 

 

A Water Hog is a giant sponge! 

 The absorptive outer layer soaks up water like a sponge. 

 The equipment is designed to “squeeze out” the outer sponge 

and hold the water in the internal cylinder. 

 The cylinder is opened and emptied away from the playing 

surface. 

 

Roller squeegees and water hogs need to be provided  

by the sports organizations 
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Field Drying Agents 

Calcined and vitrified clay marketed under the brand names Turface, Pro’s Choice, Diamond 

Pro, Rapid Dry, and Profile are the most common products used to assist with wet field 

conditions. Calcined clay products are the only type the Municipality approves for grass fields. 

These products should be used judiciously for two reasons: they are an expense to the program 

and they change the properties of the grass root zone when used abundantly. 

 

  

 

 

Steps for Applying a Drying Agent 

1. First remove as much water as possible using the pump, squeegee, or Water Hog method. 

2. Use a spreader, shovel, or hand to evenly apply a thin layer of the calcined clay drying agent. 

Thin means less than ½” deep! 

3. Use a spring-tine rake to spread and level the material. Do not use a rigid garden rake because 

it will pull out clumps of grass. 

 

  

Never use more than 3 bags of 

calcined clay to make a field 

playable! 
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Portable Goals 

Soccer and Lacrosse fields would be incomplete without the portable goals that provide the 

target for scoring! The primary concern with moveable goals is their ability to tip over and cause 

an injury. Hardware or weight bags can be used to secure the bottom crossbars to prevent tip-

overs but must be done safely and correctly. All users must provide guidelines for moveable goal 

safety to their participating members. All goals must be anchored by an approved method, 

examples below: 

 

Stakes, bag weights, and plate weights are 3 approved methods to prevent tip-overs! 
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Move the goals for all non-game events! This significantly reduces wear at the goal mouth. 
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Field Lining Techniques 

 Only use marking paint that is specifically manufactured for turf.  Always use a string as 

a guideline.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Only use marking paint that is specifically  manufactured for turf.  

 

 

 

 

 

 DO NOT rinse paint into any drain! It violates local, state, and federal laws. Move to an 

isolated lawn or wooded area and spray out the rinsate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions regarding any of this information please call: 

Recreation Department: 724-327-2100 x115 or x131 

Public Works Department: 724-327-2100 x311 

 

 


