
2020 WEST LOS ANGELES PONY DIVISION RULES 
 
Cheviot Hills PONY Baseball Association (since 1953) 
Pacific Palisades PONY Baseball Association (since 1954) 
Santa Monica PONY Baseball (since 1946) 
Wilshire Warriors PONY Baseball 
 
The current P.O.N.Y. Rulebook will apply, except for "house" rules below. 
 
1. Keep it safe and positive at all times. Zero tolerance for coarse language / violence. 
 
2. Players play, coaches coach, umpires ump, parents cheer. Managers supervise their fans. 
 
3.  The Pony Division is for 13 and 14 year old players.  No player turning 15 earlier than May 1 or turning 13 later 
than August 31 of the season in question shall be eligible to play in this interleague season, unless specifically 
approved by the other involved leagues prior to the first game of the spring season.  
 
The participating leagues have agreed that Cheviot Hills and Wilshire Warriors may create teams in a “pool play” 
type manner where the roster may be different for any given game.  This agreement is specifically predicated on 
the representation by all of the involved leagues that they will not use the pool play to create imbalances between 
teams, or one team which is specifically designed to include only the strongest players.  The goals in creating the 
weekly teams are fairness and parity.  However, the participating leagues also specifically agree that for the playoffs, 
each league, including Cheviot and Wilshire will have set playoff rosters which do not change for the duration of the 
playoffs. 
 
4. Visiting team will assist setting up & taking down outfield fences. 
 
5. Each team to provide (2) Pony approved baseballs per game. 
 
6. No cell phones during game. 
 
7. Managers to conduct pre-game meeting with Umpire at home plate. 
 
8. Host team will schedule and pay for (2) umpires. If umpires do not arrive within 15 minutes of game time and 
cannot be confirmed for arrival within 30 minutes of game time, game 
will be rescheduled or considered a tie game with score 0-0. 
 
9. Game Length: Seven (7) innings except as follows:  No new inning after 6:45 p.m. at Cheviot on 
weeknights.  No new inning at Wilshire after two hours. 
 
10. New inning starts at 3rd out of previous inning. 
 
11. One (1) minute between changeovers or (5) warm-up pitches. Hustle in and out. 
 
12. Mercy rule: (10) runs after 5 innings. 
 
13. Bats: All bats must conform to the equipment standards set forth in Rule 8.C of the Official Rules 
Promulgated by National PONY organization. (See www.pony.org.) PONY Baseball has adopted the USA 
Baseball Bat Standard (USABat). 2-3/4” barrel bats are not allowed. All 2-1/4” or 2-5/8” bats must be 
certified with the USABat licensing stamp (shown below). Please note that bats bearing the USABat 
licensing stamp first went on sale on or about September 1, 2017. Any bat purchased before that time will 
not have a USABat stamp and may not be used in league play.  In addition to USABats, players may use 
wood bats or BBCOR bats which conform to the PONY Bat Standard.  The Pony National Equipment Rules 
– as they are updated - shall override any inconsistency contained in these rules. 
 



14. Pitchers: The participating leagues will enforce the pitch count limits adopted by PONY Baseball. Any 
team that pitches an ineligible pitcher without prior permission from the participating leagues’ Pony Division 
Commissioner will forfeit the game. Managers shall be responsible for tracking their own player’s pitch 
counts. In the event of a dispute, the home team’s count is the official record. If a pitcher reaches a pitch 
count limit during an at bat, any pitches necessary to complete the at bat will not count. For example, if a 
pitcher has 18 pitches when an at bat begins, the at bat takes five pitches, and then that pitcher is removed 
from the game, that pitcher’s pitch count for the game is capped at 20, and he or she would be eligible to 
pitch the next day. 
 

Daily Max 
Pitches 

Required 
Rest (0 
days) 

Required 
Rest (1 day) 

Required 
Rest (2 
days) 

Required 
Rest (3 days) 

Required 
Rest (4 
days) 

95 1-20 pitches 21-35 
pitches 

36-50 
pitches 

51-65 66+ 

 
For the purposes of this rule, a day is one calendar day. Thus, for example, if a pitcher throws 38 pitches 
on Saturday, he or she must rest on the next two calendar days (Sunday and Monday), and would next be 
eligible to pitch on Tuesday.   
 
15. Batting Order: Managers are encouraged to bat the entire lineup.  However, they may elect to bat 9 
(subs may enter game once; starters may re-enter game once, in original spot in batting order) or bat 10 
(free defensive subs among 10). All players (starters and subs) must be listed on line-up card at 
start of game. 
 
16. If short of players, Pony or Bronco Division player(s) may be called up to Pony Division 
on a game-by-game basis. Manager must announce to the other team Manager that players 
have been called up and must identify the players.  
 
17. No metal cleats allowed at Santa Monica JAMS. Rubber cleats, plastic cleats, or tennis 
shoes okay at JAMS. No metal cleats allowed on ANY pitching mound at any league. Metal cleats okay at Pali, 
Wilshire and Cheviot, other than on the pitching mound. Umpires to check cleats prior to game. 
 
18. When playing at Pali, teams must walk around the outside of the field and not walk across 
the field. 
 
19. The Kings of Westside tournament will be conducted in a round robin format, rather than based on 
regular season standings.  Each team will play two seeding games to determine standings for the 
elimination game(s).  The time limits, inning limits and mercy rule will be the same as in the regular season 
in the seeding games.  The managers for the opposing teams will flip a coin to determine which is the home 
team for the seeding games. 

 
Once the seeding games are completed, the teams will be re-seeded for elimination games, based on their 
record in the seeding games.  Standings after the seeding games will be based on record in the seeding 
games.  If after the seeding games two teams have the same record, seeding will be based on overall runs 
allowed during the seeding games.   

 
After the teams are re-seeded, the playoffs will continue in a single elimination format.  For the elimination 
games, the time limits, inning limits and mercy rule will be the same as in the regular season, unless they 
would cause an elimination game to end in a tie.  If the score is tied at the end of regular play, the game 
shall continue in extra innings until a winner can be determined. 
 
 


