
CHEVIOT HILLS PONY BASEBALL ASSOCIATION  

POLICY RE: PLAYING OUTSIDE DIVISION FOR SPRING SEASON1 

1. Purpose: 

It is the intention of Cheviot Hills Pony Baseball Association (CHPBA) to create a policy for the 

situation in which a parent requests that a player be placed in a division that is outside his/her age 

group (playing up or playing down) for the spring season.  CHPBA recognizes that all players 

within a single age group or division are not similarly situated, and therefore wishes to create a 

policy which is inclusive, fair and allows all such requests to be evaluated on a case by case basis.   

 2. General Statement of Policy: 

Requests to play up or play down are generally disfavored and will typically be denied.  These 

requests will not be granted absent exceptional circumstances.  The burden is on the player and 

family making the request to demonstrate why the request should be granted.  Such reasons may 

include a player’s individual special needs, size, and/or skill level, but no particular rationale will 

be dispositive in any and all circumstances.  (For example, a player who is smaller than other 

players in his/her division may be more skilled than other, taller players.)  Requests will not be 

granted where it would create inequities or safety issues within the division being sought, and/or 

within the division the player wishes to leave.  It is the sole discretion of the division commissioner 

and Executive Committee whether such exceptional circumstances exist. 

 3. Common Procedures: 

If a player wishes to play up or to play down, he/she must participate in an evaluation in both the 

division they wish to participate, and in the division they are attempting to leave.  The evaluations 

in both divisions will be considered by the commissioners of both divisions in addition to the 

Executive Committee.  The player and family will then be notified in writing of the decision 

regarding the request, along with the reasons for the decision.  The player and family will have 

five days from that written notification to advise the CHPBA president or vice president that they 

wish to appeal the decision to the full board.  If such request is made, the board will meet to vote 

on the request.  The player and family will be given the opportunity to address the board prior to 

the vote, should they wish to do so.  

 4. Playing Down: 

If a player is permitted to play down, that permission is only for that single season.  This is because 

CHPBA recognizes that players can grow and develop over the course of a year, and from one 

season to the next.  During the playing down season, if it becomes obvious to the division 

commissioner and the Executive Committee that the player is more skilled than other players in 
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that division such that an inequity has been created, the player may be asked to transfer to their 

age appropriate division. 

A player who is playing down will not be eligible for selection to a CHPBA all star team formed 

based on his/her chronological age.   They also will not be eligible for a CHPBA all star team for 

which they are not within the Pony age range, regardless of whether they played in that age division 

for the past spring season. (For example, an 11U Bronco player playing down in Mustang will not 

be eligible for either the 10U or 11U all star teams.) 

5. Playing Up: 

If a player is permitted to play up, they will be required to remain in the new age group for the 

remainder of their time at CHPBA and no further re-evaluation will be required, unless a specific 

request is made to return to their chronological age group.  In that circumstance, they will be re-

evaluated as set forth in section 3 above.   

The player who is permitted to play up will not be allowed to transfer to their age appropriate 

division during the season, regardless of their performance on the field. 

A player who is playing up will not be eligible for selection to a CHPBA all star team formed 

based on his/her chronological age.  (For example, a 10U Mustang player playing up in Bronco 

will not be eligible for the 10U Mustang all star team, but would be eligible for selection to the 

11U all star team.) They will be eligible for a CHPBA all star team for the division in which they 

played for the past spring season.  (For example, a Bronco player who is 11U based on 

chronological age, but who played the Bronco season as a 12U, will nont be eligible for the 11U 

Bronco all star team, but would be eligible for selection to the 12U Bronco all star team.) 

The specific policy reason for CHPBA’s rule that a player who is playing up is not eligible for an 

all star team for the year based on their chronological age is two-fold.  First, it is the intention of 

CHPBA to discourage playing up, other than in exceptional circumstances, due to the impact that 

such playing up will have on the individual player’s development and on the two affected divisions.  

Secondly, a player who is entering their second year in a division should not be permitted to 

compete for an all star spot against players who have only had one year in the division, due to the 

fundamental unfairness of the playing up player’s greater experience in that division. 


