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The current season Little League Rule Book will apply unless superseded by the following: 
	All Managers and Coaches must provide the Division Director with a competed Volunteer Form with a copy of a valid license prior to beginning practices with their team. Managers may not select a Coach for his team that is managing or coaching on another team in Windham Baseball/Softball. 
	Roster batting will be used. Every player who attends a game, whether he/she is in the field or not, will take his/her regular turn at bat throughout the game. All players must play at least two (2) innings in the field by the end of the 4th inning. 

If a coach knows in advance that he will not have 9 players for an upcoming game that coach may attempt to reschedule the game with the opposing coach to avoid a forfeit. This agreement must be reached at least 24 hours before the original scheduled game and must be coordinated with and approved by the Division Director. Rescheduling is subject to field and umpire availability. This does not apply to playoff games. 
There will be a 10 minute grace period from the scheduled start time of each game.  After this grace period, if either team has less than 9 players present, the game will be ruled a forfeit and the team with 9 players will be credited with a win.  If neither team has 9 players present, the game will be ruled a forfeit and both teams will be credited with a loss.  The teams are encouraged to play a scrimmage game in the event of a forfeit. 
A definitive time limit to games that are followed by another game will be strictly enforced. There will be 30 minutes scheduled between games to allow for completion of a game without infringing on the scheduled start time of the following game(s). A new inning shall not begin after 2 hours from the scheduled start time (start of a new inning is defined as the 3rd out of the bottom of the previous inning). The total time of games that are followed by another game shall not exceed 2 hours and 25 minutes from the scheduled start time (no exceptions). The two teams playing the last scheduled Saturday game for that field may play to completion unless a make-up game has been scheduled through the Division Director. Although there is not a definitive time limit to evening games, umpires will use their discretion regarding darkness and safety to determine when a game will be discontinued. Rule of thumb: no new inning will start at, or after, 8PM. 
Due to field availability issues and scheduling constraints preventing the continuation of games, ties will be allowed provided the proper number of innings has been played for an official game. Little League rules will prevail in determining an official game. 
Make-up regular-season games must be played ASAP. You must clear all make-up games with the Division Director to ensure there are no conflicts. All regular season games must be played prior to the Sunday that precedes the start of the playoffs or both teams will be charged with a loss. 
It is the umpire’s responsibility to cancel a game at the field before the game is to begin, or after the game has started. If the coaches decide to cancel a game before arriving at the field, then the home coach must contact the Umpire Crew Chief (mailto:umpirecrewchief@wbsl.org) one (1) hour prior to the scheduled start of the game. Once there is a sighting of lightning by team managers, coaches or umpires, the game shall be stopped. 
Runners must slide into bases or avoid collisions on close plays. Any player sliding head first shall be called out, except when diving back to a base. A runner shall be called out when he does not slide or attempt to get around a fielder, at any base, when the fielder has the ball and is waiting to make a tag, or the throw is on its way (umpire’s judgement controls) and the fielder is about to catch the ball for the purpose of making the tag. 
Batters cannot square to bunt and then pull back to take a swing at a pitch. This is for player safety as charging fielders are exposed to potential line drives at a very short distance. The umpire will give the team a warning and if this occurs a second time the batter is called out. 
There must be one adult on the bench at all times. Only one adult may coach a base while the team is up to bat. This base may be 1st or 3rd. You may not coach a base from the dugout, only from the base coach box. 
Team managers, coaches, players, parents and spectators are not allowed behind the backstop. 
Home Team/Coach Responsibilities: • Use 1st base bench. • Provide 2 games balls to the umpire • Provide HP umpire if no one from league shows up. • Keep score on scoreboard. • Make sure field is ready for play (i.e. rake infield, fill in holes on pitcher’s mound/batter’s box/outfield, lime foul lines/batter’s box, pick up any debris from field, etc.). • Ensure all trash is picked up in dugout before leaving field. 
Visiting Team/Coach Responsibilities: • Use 3rd base bench. • Provide two games balls to the umpire • Help Home Team with field preparation • after the game, rake the batter’s box pitching mound and the base paths. Fill in any holes. Replace tarps • Ensure all trash is picked up in dugout before leaving field. 
Disciplinary Actions: • Arguments, taunting, intimidation or other unsportsmanlike behavior toward the umpires will not be tolerated. Managers may speak to the umpires, regarding rules interpretation, as long as the tone is civil and the discussion is brief (i.e. does not delay the game). Rulings by the umpires are final, and both teams must abide by them. • Arguments, taunting, intimidation or other unsportsmanlike behavior between opposing coaches and players will not be tolerated. The throwing or kicking of bats, helmets, gloves, balls, etc., is prohibited. • Players must be discouraged from making disparaging remarks and/or acting in an unsportsmanlike manner towards their own teammates. Managers must take the appropriate disciplinary actions when and if these circumstances occur. • Managers are responsible for the conduct of their Coaches, players (and their parents). • Players (and their parents) must be advised of the behavior expected of them. • Managers, Coaches and/or players who engage in such behavior will be ejected from the game (at the discretion of the umpire and or Division Director), and may face further suspension or expulsion upon review by Executive Committee of Windham Softball/Baseball. 
Any complaints about an umpire should be addressed to the Division Director. 
Coaches must contact the Division Director in the event that a player must be called up from the Boys AAA to replace a Major League player. The player who is unavailable to play for his/her team due to injury, resignation, etc may not return during the current season. The Division Director will then contact the Player Agent to begin the selection/notification process.  

