
January 2021 Meeting Minutes 

Meeting called to order 

Introduction of all those present (to include those attending virtually). 

Brian Larkum from US Lacrosse spoke via Zoom to the group. He spoke at length about the move to get 

the high school federation to change the risk classification for both girls and boys lacrosse. Some states 

have them at high or moderate risks. The email campaign to lower the risk was spoken about as well as 

the risk classification as it relates to COVID-19 protocols and spring 2021. A discussion about NH and the 

other sports allowed to play currently then took place. The overall consensus is that we should be able 

to have a spring lacrosse season in NH. 

He spoke about the CEP clinics. They will all be online this year and are available now through the US 

Lacrosse website. He urged all towns to go in and set up the coordinator portals on the site. They were 

updated recently so some things need to be set up again on the town / organization side. He reminded 

the group that insurance certificates can be obtained through Bollinger online.  

November meeting minutes accepted (December meeting cancelled) 

Treasurers Report: Beginning balance of $54,889.83 with a service fee and $20.00 check leaves an 

ending balance of $54,866.83. Report accepted. 

Boys VP: Mike urged organizations to line up coaches now. He mentioned that CEP clinics are all virtual 

and available now. He also asked that coordinators be diligent about better and improved 

communication between coaches pre-game this season. Sharing of any town related COVID-19 

protocols, team rosters and other information should be shared ahead of game day. 

Girls VP: Katherine reminded the group that the US lacrosse website has changed. She urged all to 

familiarize yourself with it and to check on your coaches certification status now. The proposed COVID-

19 safety protocol for NHYLA are online at the NHYLA website. She asked for all to review in order to 

possibly vote on next meeting. If so, we would use it as a baseline of what is to be expected. Each town 

can have more stringent guidelines. The town in which you are playing will dictate the extent of 

guidelines for playing safely with NHYLA’s being the least stringent or the lower standard default.  

She mentioned that both girls and boys rules will remain the same for 2021 (US Lacrosse rules) and that 

no new books will be issued. She reiterated the importance of increased communication between 

coaches and organizations before game day. 

Youth Officials: There are very few boys and girls signed up for the new and returning referee training at 

this time. Wayne urged each town to get more people interested and involved. There will be only one 

training this year and it will most likely be held at Exeter HS. Details are being worked out and will be 

posted online at NHYLA.org. March 27 & 28 as well as April 3 are on field training dates for new officials. 

Please contact Wayne if you will be hosting scrimmages that day and would like referee’s at a reduced 

fee. 

Adaptive Program: Not looking like anything will happen this season with COVID-19 still a major issue. 

The web-site still needs to be constructed. Wayne will follow up next month on any progress. 



Festival: Steve is working on a new agreement with Dick’s Sporting Goods to once again be our main 

sponsor. He will have more information next meeting on the details of that agreement. He talked about 

the possibility of cancelling the year-end festival for 2021. A discussion ensued regarding the issues with 

hosting a large tournament during a pandemic. The overall consensus was that we had time to decide 

it’s fate and that we will continue to discuss at the next few meetings. A final decision will be made at 

the April meeting. Steve also committed to staying on another year as festival coordinator (2022) in the 

event that this year’s year end festival is cancelled. 

Voting: Towns eligible to vote this year were Laconia, Nashua, Hampstead, Merrimack and Hampton as 

well as each board member for a total of (11). Bow and Black Bear objected (as they were not able to 

vote for missing a required meeting). The concern was the lack of ability to attend remotely during the 

pandemic. The concern was noted and the voting moved on. The two rules to be voted on were the 

following: 

1. All 10U must be 7v7 small field for both boys and girls. Recommended by US Lacrosse. Failed (7 

no & 4 yes) 

2. All small field games must have a small goal (4X4) for 2022. 2021 will be a transition year with 

home team holding the option. Passed (8 yes & 3 no) 

Teams Compete is working on setting us up for 2021 now. Registration should be available soon. A 

discussion ensued about payments made to Tim at Teams Compete for 2020 and a credit given towards 

2021. The exact deal is being worked out presently. Talk about regional games being a concern then 

took place (COVID-19). 

Important dates were reiterated to the group. March 1 Insurance certificates and team registration is 

due (number of teams with payment for each only). April 1 full rosters and coached certifications are 

due. 

A discussion about the WEMT then took place. Kevin would take the lead of the NH High School team 

(girls only) if there is enough interest. He is presently gathering more information. Games would be in 

May. More information should be available next month. 

Old Business: More discussion regarding the NHYLA Safety Protocols took place. It was reiterated that 

each town should have their own. If none or less strict, NHYLA’s would be expected to be used by all 

teams. A vote to adopt was delayed until the February meeting giving more time to review. 

A discussion about youth’s coaching then took place. A concern that those under 18 years old may void 

insurance and open up organizations to increased risk was voiced. The group discussed NHYLA 

precedent as well as UNH’s policy and decided to discuss again at the next meeting (once more 

information was gathered).  

The NHIAA will be meeting on February 12 to discuss spring sports. Keep an eye on press releases after 

that for any information regarding lacrosse and spring sports. The Competition Committee was brought 

up. The self-rating system was briefly explained (done during team registrations). More to come on the 

committee as we get teams registered. 

Motion to adjourn passed 

 


