
AGES 9 - 12 YEAR OLD / INSTRUCTIONAL LEAGUE

1. Follow “General Ground Rules”.
2. Games will be 1 hour and 30 minutes with no new inning starting after 1h 15 min. Any inning starting before the

time limit will be finished.
3. USA Softball rules apply with exceptions as noted.
4. In case of injury, any player not currently playing may replace the injured player.
5. Pitching:

a. Game will be played with an 12” ball.
b. Live pitching.
c. Pitchers will be limited to 4 innings in a 7 inning game. The pitching rule is dropped if / or when a game

goes into 8 innings.
d. Pitching distance will be 40”.
e. MHSAA step back will be allowed.

6. Batting:
a. All players present will be listed on the batting line up. Any players not present must be listed at the

bottom of the lineup.
b. All teams will bat 3 outs per inning.

7. Stealing:
a. 2nd and 3rd is allowed.
b. Cannot steal home on an overthrow at any base or a pick-off attempt at third base.
c. Player cannot leave base until the ball crosses the plate.

8. Playing Field:
a. Teams will field 9 players.

9. Courtesy Runner:
a. A courtesy runner may be used for the last active pitcher or catcher in that position once they are on

base.
b. If in first inning, the pitcher and catcher are identified and noted on the lineup card. A courtesy

runner must be a player not currently playing or a sub.
c. If no subs are available, a player at least 6 batters down in the line up from the base runner they are

replacing must be used.
10. No drop third strike.
11. No player may sit the bench more than one (1) consecutive inning.
14. Mercy rule of 10 runs after the 5thor more innings. This will not apply to the 6th inning.


