
CONNYLACROSSE 
18 NOVEMBER 2014 FALL MEETING of the CONNY BOARD of DIRECTORS  

The CONNY Board of Directors (BoD) met on Tuesday, November 18, 2014 at the Insports Centers Trumbull in 
Trumbull, Connecticut. A quorum being present, President Pat Corcoran called the meeting to order at 7:40 P.M. 

A. ATTENDANCE 
Program Name 
President Pat Corcoran 
VP-Competition Paul Farren 
VP-Boys League Play Rich Greenwood 
VP-Girls League Play Trish Weber 
Past President Mac McDermott 
President Emeritus Bob Russell 
Secretary Jack Couch 
Amity Mark Vunas 
Branford Niall Ferguson 
Bridgeport Rich Greenwood 
Cheshire Brent Botti 
 Chuck Liedke 
Darien Andrew Barnard 
Doc’s NY City Matt Levine 
Fairfield Jeff Richard 
Glastonbury Jeff McLaughlin 
Greenwich Pat Coleman 
Guilford Paul Farren 
Hamden Tom Geirin 
Litchfield Hills Adam Harrison 
 Jessica Travelstead 
Madison David Newton 
 Tom Swank 
Monroe Gabriella DiBlasi 
New Canaan James Patten 
New Fairfield Marty Morgan  
New Milford Allan Danvers  
Newtown Jim Wollan 

Program Name 
North Haven Paul Campanelli 
 Chris Peora 
Norwalk Jack Couch 
Oxford Rich Allaire 
 Dawn Hays 
Pomperaug Dave Critelli 
 Robert Nagowhirra 
Redding-Easton William Katts 
 Leeland Gray 
Ridgefield John Costigan 
Shelton Bob Clarke 
Simsbury Jeff Dempsey 
Stamford Pete Hansen 
Stratford Drew Viner 
 Gary Bauer 
 Dave Estrella 
Trumbull Ted Chase 
 Stacy Faith 
Watertown Patrick McGrath 
West Haven Carol Kelly 
 Charles Parker 
Weston Kristin Keneally 
 John Mathews 
Westport Amy Alvord 
 Kate Kirby 
Wilton Taylor Nissi 
 Kirsten Petterson 
Wolcott Mike Whitney 
CWLOA Randy Bayliss 
US Lacrosse Connecticut Chapter Phil Schneider 

B. MINUTES  
1. January 16, 2014 Meeting Minutes 

Approval of these minutes was moved, seconded, and carried (msc) unanimously. 

2. President’s and Executive Committee Report 
President Corcoran addressed several issues: 

• Board Meeting Attendance—As attested to by the date of the meeting minutes just approved, 
President Corcoran noted that the BoD had failed to achieve quorum for any meeting since. This 
seriously compromises the business of the organization. Therefore, he proposed that programs be 
penalized if they fail to have representation at a minimum number of meetings. Typically, the 
BoD’s most important meetings are the Fall Meeting; the Annual Meeting, typically in January or 
February; and the pre-Tournaments meeting in April or May. The full BoD may meet one or more 
additional times, and the Boys and Girls Divisions meet separately one or more times. 

After extensive discussion, it was proposed that member programs that fail to have representation at 
two or more meetings of the full BoD be excluded from the CONNY Tournaments. This proposal 
was msc. To make attendance easier, the Executive Committee (Exec. Comm.) will investigate 
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holding some meetings on Saturday mornings, by conference call, or by use of another appropriate 
electronic conference capability. 

• Non-payment/Late Payment of Dues and Fees—President Corcoran reported that due to non-
payment and late payment of dues and CONNY Tournaments fees the organization overdrew its 
bank account over the summer. Subsequent vigorous collection efforts by members of the 
Executive Committee resolved the problem. To strengthen financial management, he reported that 
he had appointed Rich Greenwood as Interim Treasurer. He further asked to BoD to establish 
penalties for late payment of dues and fees.  

A proposal to: (1) set March 1 as the due date for dues, (2) impose a $100.00 penalty for each 
month dues are late (there is no penalty for adding and paying dues for teams after the due date, so 
long as the base dues are paid), and (3) exclude programs from CONNY postseason events if dues 
are not paid by April 15 was msc unanimously. 

• Volunteers—President Corcoran reminded the members that CONNY is a volunteer-run 
organization that depends upon proactive involvement and participation to conduct its activities. 
The same few people carry most of the burden, but CONNY has gotten so big that they need more 
help. The CONNY Girls division especially needs volunteers. If volunteers don’t step forward, 
CONNY may adopt a practice used in some other large leagues across the country ... assign specific 
tasks to different member programs, which they will be responsible for staffing and delivering. 

3. Treasurer’s Report—Interim Treasurer Rich Greenwood presented a 2015 CONNY Pro Forma Budget 
based on a final accounting of 2014 activities and anticipated 2015 demands. In 2014, CONNY ran a 
$36,424.00 net loss on expenditures of $206,459.00. Since no significant savings in spending or 
increases in revenue can be anticipated for 2015 (if anything, the cost of the CONNY Tournaments 
should increase modestly), the Exec. Comm. recommended an increase in both CONNY dues and 
tournament fees: 

• Increasing 2015 CONNY dues for each member program to: 

$400.00 Basic Membership: Covers the first two boys teams and first two girls teams a member 
program enters in CONNY Lightning, Junior, and Senior play. (An increase of $100.00 
over 2014.) 

$150.00 Fee for each additional Lightning, Junior, and Senior boys or girls team entered in 
CONNY play. (An increase of $25.00 over 2013.) (No fee is charged for Bantam teams.) 

• Increasing the CONNY Tournament Fee for each team entered in the tournaments by $100.00 to 
$250.00. 

• Until further notice, send all dues and fee payments to: 

Paul Farren 
CONNY Lacrosse Association 
Law Offices of Paul E. Farren, Jr., P.C. 
129 Whitney Avenue 
New Haven, CT 06510. 

After much discussion, the full dues and fees proposal was msc unanimously. 

4. Secretary's Report—Mr. Couch had two items for discussion: 

• Oxford, CT Membership Application: Mr. Couch introduced Dawn Hays and Rich Allaire who 
presented an application for membership from Oxford, CT. After discussion to verify that this 
organization, also known as Zingo Youth Lacrosse, will operate in CONNY as an Oxford 
community based program and will follow all residency requirements in the CONNY Bylaws and 
Rules and Regulations, the application was msc unanimously. 

• 2015 CONNY Calendar of Events: After extensive and vigorous debate over a provisional 
calendar of CONNY 2015 activities, especially the dates of CONNY Tournaments play for the 
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different gender/age divisions, the BoD voted unanimously to delegate to the Exec. Comm. 
authority to decide the sequence of events. 

5. Competition Committee Report—VP-Competition Paul Farren reported that talks with Yale are 
proceeding for the 2015 CONNY Tournaments, and that CONNY has reserved Yale’s facilities for the 
last weekend in May and first two weekends in June (May 30 & 13; June 6 & 7; June 13 & 14). CONNY 
should have as many fields as in 2014, though in a different configuration due to continued construction. 
The cost, complexity, and restrictions of the event at Yale continue to grow, but there seems to be no 
viable alternative for a single venue series of CONNY events. 

6. Vendor Relations Committee Report—Past President McDermott reported on plans to reactivate the 
Vendor Relations Committee to pursue more revenue generating commercial participants in the CONNY 
Tournaments. Tournament sponsors and vendors (including tee shirts) generated $44,000.00 in 2014. 
Any increase will ease CONNY’s tight 2015 budget. 

7. CONNY Girls—VP-Girls League Play Trish Weber reported that she would convene a CONNY Girls 
division organizational meeting in early January to recruit help on the girls side of CONNY, to determine 
the 2015 CONNY Girls Rules of Play, and to settle on the girls officials fees for 2015 ... among other 
topics. 

8. Girls Officials/Officials Training—CONNY Girls Assignor Randy Baylis reported that he will be 
scheduling junior officials training over the late winter. 

9. CONNY Boys—VP-Boys League Play Rich Greenwood had nothing to report not covered elsewhere in 
these minutes. 

10. Boys Officials—President Corcoran reported that the boys officials fees for member programs served by 
the WCLOA will rise to $70.00 per official per game for U15 Senior and U13 Junior games, but will stay 
at $65.00 per adult official for U11 Lightning and U9 Bantam games. 

11. Training Committee Report—VP-Training Mike Whitney noted that there are US Lacrosse Coaching 
Education Program Level 1 clinics scheduled tentatively in Trumbull, CT on March 1 and, possibly, on 
March 8 in New Canaan (details, as they devvelop, will be available at www.uslacrosse.org). He also 
asked members for proposals to host CEP Level 1 clinics locally. Given that CONNY now has resident 
CEP Level 1 certified trainers, these clinics can be accomplished for smaller numbers, in more modest 
venues, and on more flexible schedules. 

12. Nominating Committee Report—Past President McDermott and President Emeritus Bob Russell asked 
for volunteers to fill out the slate of officers for 2015. There are three priorities: a new President to 
replace President Corcoran, whose employer is moving their operation to Florida; a Treasurer to take 
over from Interim Treasurer Greenwood once he has the finances stabilized; and multiple volunteers to 
fill in the support structure in CONNY’s Girls division. Anyone who is interested, or has leads as to who 
might be interested, should contact Mr. Russell at rmrussell4@gmail.com. 

C. FUTURE MEETINGS 
The next meeting of the full CONNY BoD, the Annual Meeting, will be on or around January 27, 2014 
(following the US Lacrosse National Convention) at a site to be determined.  

D. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 9:29 PM. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Jack Couch, Secretary 


