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CONNYLACROSSE 
10 MARCH 2009 MEETING of the CONNY BOARD of DIRECTORS  

The CONNY Board of Directors met on Tuesday, March 10, 2009 in the Boardroom of the Pitt Center, at 
Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut. A quorum being present, President Bob Russell called the 
meeting to order at 7:33 P.M. 

 
A. ATTENDANCE

Program/Position Name 
President Bob Russell 
VP-League Play Rich Greenwood  
Secretary Jack Couch 
Treasurer Betty Kelly 
Amity Betty Kelly 
Chappaqua Dave Baum 
Danbury Phil Roberts 
Fairfield-Wakeman Rich Greenwood 
Madison Rich Gabriele 
New Milford Mac McDermott 
North Haven Mark Butterworth 
 

Program Name 
Norwalk Jack Couch 
Redding-Easton Mark Cammarota 
 Peter Wasmer 
Shelton Bob Clarke 
Simsbury Hal Sizer 
Watertown Peter Logue 
West Haven Pat Reed 
Weston Jim Smith 
Westport Steve Orban 
Wilton David Koch 
Wolcott Mike Whitney 
WCLOA Steve Lesando  

 

B. MINUTES  
1. Minutes of January 15, 2009 and February 12 2009 Meetings 

Approval of both these minutes as presented was moved, seconded, and carried (msc). 

2. President’s and Executive Committee Report 
President Russell turned the floor over to Steve Lesando, who represents the WCLOA on the 
CONNY Board. WCLOA provides officials via CONNYlacrosse.org for member programs in 
southern and western Connecticut, and some New York members. Mr. Lesando dealt with three 
subjects: 

§ As previously reported, due to the volume of games, there would be two WCLOA assignors 
for CONNY in 2009: Steve Lesando in the south and Lou Socci in the north. The fee per 
official will remain $65.00; the assignor’s fee is $65.00 per town, and another $65.00 for 
each team for which the town requests WCLOA officials. He asked participating members 
to make sure to specify if they want one or two officials per game, although he said that 
WCLOA cannot guarantee being able to provide two in every requested circumstance. 

§ Mr. Lesando said that at WCLOA training sessions had set two priorities for CONNY 
games, safety and sportsmanship. All WCLOA officials are US Lacrosse members and will 
have undergone training this year. He also said that all WCLOA officials should be well 
versed in the CONNY Rules of Play, which describe CONNY’s departures from the NFHS 
Boys Lacrosse Rules Book.  

§ Mr. Lesando also discussed plans to conduct a clinic in Norwalk to train southern 
Connecticut high school age officials to officiate at the Lightning and Bantam levels. Such 
a clinic for northern high school age students had already been conducted in Newtown. Mr. 
Lesando asked for a show of interest before finally committing to the clinic. Westport, 
Norwalk, and Weston expressed interest, but Secretary Jack Couch said that he would 
canvass the membership to determine potential attendance. Incidentally, these officials 
cannot officiate full-contact U15 Senior and U13 Junior levels, unless they work as 
apprentice officials with fully certified WCLOA officials (if the are 18, they can be 
certified as regular WCLOA officials). 

 

3. Treasurer's Report—Treasurer Betty Kelly reported that there had been no significant activity. 
She reminded members to send dues to her at: 

Betty Kelly 
42 Deerfield Lane 

Bethany, CT 06524 
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4. Secretary's Report—Secretary Jack Couch said that he had nothing to report that is not 
covered elsewhere in the agenda. 

5. Competition Committee Reports— Rich Greenwood and Mac McDermott reported that the 
Yale negotiations and other plans are proceeding satisfactorily. We will have the Yale fields on 
both the weekend of June 13-14 and the following weekend, June 20-21. The CONNY 
Tournaments for U15 Senior and U13 Junior boys will be the first weekend, and the Lightning 
Festivals and CONNY East-West All Star Classic will be the second weekend, which will also 
provide rain dates for the all the events. Yale has already been consulted about relevant 
elements of the Commonwealth Lax agreement, and sees no serious issues. ComLax plans to 
keep its full facility at Yale for both weekends. 

2009 CONNY Tournaments: We will have ten or more fields at Yale, plus the fields at 
Hamden Hall again. The U15 Seniors event will be on Saturday and the U13 Juniors on Sunday, 
although some brackets may have to be moved to other days due to the anticipated number of 
participating teams.  

2009 CONNY Lightning Festivals: The U11 Lightning Festival will be played at Yale on 
Saturday, June 20. The committee is considering an opportunity to host the Connecticut Boys 
Super Juniors Game for high school juniors in Reese Stadium on that Saturday as part of the 
Festival. 

2009 CONNY East-West All-Star Classic: The CONNY East-West All Star Classic will be 
Sunday, June 21 in Reese Stadium. The committee is considering an opportunity to host an 
exhibition game between the Irish National Team and a CONNY Alumni team, also in Reese, as 
part of the Classic. Sunday will also provide a rain date for the earlier events. 

6. Sportsmanship, Safety, and Training Committee—Mr. Couch described several incidents of 
alcohol consumption that led the Board to adopt a no-alcohol policy for the 2008 CONNY 
Tournaments and Lightning Festivals. He recommended adopting the following no-alcohol 
regulation covering all CONNY games: 

CONNY Alcohol Policy: CONNY games are youth-focused events. As such, the 
possession or consumption of alcohol at any CONNY game is inappropriate and 
prohibited. This prohibition includes the fields, spectator areas, and parking areas. 
Individuals who violate this policy may be required to leave the game venue, and in 
flagrant cases, the team affiliated with them may be required to forfeit the game.  
 
Any such action must be reported to the CONNY Sportsmanship, Safety, and Training 
Committee for further action. 
 

The proposal was msc unanimously. Mr. Couch will add the policy to the CONNY Rules and 
Regulations. 

7. Rules Committee—Rules Committee Chairman Jack Couch presented proposed updates and 
clarifications to the CONNY Rules of Bantam Play. Approval of the revised Bantam rules 
(attached) was msc unanimously. 

Mr. Couch also reminded members that Bantam play is “Non-competitive (no official 
scorekeeping, no standings, no post-season tournament leading to a championship, no overtime 
play) and instructional,” and that as such, no Bantam scores should be reported to or posted on 
CONNYlacrosse.org. 

Mr. Couch also reported that the 2009 CONNY Online Rules Test was up and running.   

8. Officials Relations Committee—In an effort to help resolve differences within the officials’ 
community vis-à-vis CONNY play, President Russell will empanel a committee act as liaison 
with all relevant officials organizations. 

C. FUTURE MEETINGS 
April 16, Thursday, May 7. Thursday, May 28, (for the CONNY Tournaments pre-seeding meeting). 

D. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 8:43 PM. 
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Respectfully submitted,  
Jack Couch, Secretary 

 

 


