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CONNYLACROSSE 
30 OCTOBER 2008 MEETING of the CONNY BOARD of DIRECTORS  

The CONNY Board of Directors met on Thursday, October 30, 2008 in the Boardroom of the Pitt Center, at 
Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut. A quorum being present, President Bob Russell called the 
meeting to order at 7:38 P.M. 

 
A. ATTENDANCE

Program/Position Name 
President Bob Russell 
VP-Communications Woody Thompson 
VP-League Play Rich Greenwood  
AVP-Tournaments Paul Farren 
Treasurer Rob Campbell 
Secretary Jack Couch 
Bethel Dan Sieban 
Brewster Mike Biondi 
Brookfield Mark Sackerson 
Cheshire Tripp Wyckoff 
CT River-Old Lyme Greg Rose 
Darien Andrew Barnard 
Fairfield-Wakeman Andrew Tremiglio 
Guilford Paul Farren 
Greenwich Pat Coleman 
Hamden Tom Geirin 
Larchmont-Mamaroneck Chris Knowles 
Madison Rich Gabrieu 

Program Name 
New Fairfield Rick Bouwman 
New Milford Mac McDermott 
Newtown Robert Marusi 
North Haven Mark Butterworth 
Norwalk Jack Couch 
Pomperaug Marc Zaloumis 
Ridgefield Chris Blair 
Shelton Bob Clarke 
Stamford Bob Cavaliero 
 Mike O’Connor 
Stratford Pat Corcoran  

 W.E. Weissauer 
Trumbull Tom Domanick 
Weston Jim Smith 
Westport Steve Orban 
Wilton Dave Koch 
Wolcott Mike Whitney 

B. MINUTES  
1. Minutes of April 3, 2008, May 22, 2008, and September 18, 2008 Meetings 

Approval of these minutes as presented was moved, seconded, and carried (msc). 

2. President’s and Executive Committee Report 
President Bob Russell’s reported that many members responded to his request that they notify 
him before the October 30 meeting whether they prefer that the Scheduling Scramble be held in 
conjunction with the CONNY Coaches Clinic on January 24, or if it should be held separately 
on some other date. The response was overwhelmingly in favor of holding separate events. A 
proposal to move the Scheduling Scramble to the February 12 CONNY Board Meeting date 
(following a very brief business meeting) was msc unanimously. 

President Russell had nothing else to report that is not covered elsewhere in these minutes.  

3. Treasurer's Report—Treasurer Rob Campbell reported that after ten years, he is stepping 
down. President Russell asked for volunteers for this essential position. In his final formal 
report, Mr. Campbell reported that CONNY had a $4,287.00 surplus for 2008. 

4. Secretary's Report—Secretary Jack Couch presented written membership applications from 
Stamford and Wallingford. After Mike O’Connor and Bob Cavaliero described the Stamford 
program, their application for membership was msc unanimously. The Wallingford application 
also was msc unanimously. Secretary Couch then reported that Chappaqua has paid all pack 
dues and returned to in good standing. In 2008, there apparently was a communications 
breakdown, as CONNY had defunct contact information. Chappaqua anticipates fielding teams 
at all levels of CONNY play in 2009. 

5. Vendor Relations Committee—MacWear’s five-year exclusive lacrosse vendor agreement for 
the CONNY Tournaments having expired in 2008, at the September 18 CONNY meeting, 
President Russell named a Vendor Relations Committee to explore event vendor opportunities 
for all of CONNY’s postseason events. Rich Greenwood, Woody Thompson, and Mac 
McDermott volunteered to serve on the committee, with Paul Farren as chair. The committee 
issued a request for proposal to all vendors in the area, including MacWear, and received several 
responses, including some that were unsolicited. One of these, from Commonwealth Lacrosse in 
Massachusetts, offered the most comprehensive program, including financial contributions 
several times greater than previous agreements and all other proposals. Mr. McDermott 
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presented the Commonwealth proposal, and Pat Corcoran proposed a motion to accept the 
proposal in principle, and empower the committee to negotiate details and sign the final 
agreement on behalf of CONNY. Pat Coleman seconded, and the proposal carried unanimously. 

6. Competition Committee Reports 
2009 CONNY Tournaments: Paul Farren reported briefly that the Yale negotiations and other 
plans are proceeding satisfactorily. The event is scheduled for June 13-14 (Yale preference). He 
did note that Yale has already been consulted about relevant elements of the Commonwealth 
Lax agreement, and sees no serious issues.  

2009 CONNY Lightning Festivals: Discussion of these events was deferred to the Board’s 
next meeting. 

2009 CONNY East-West All-Star Classic: We need a venue for this event, tentatively 
scheduled for June 20 or 21. 

2009 US Lacrosse Festival Teams: With its dates now confirmed for June 13-14, the CONNY 
Tournaments again will conflict with the US Lacrosse U-13 National Youth Festival, June 12-
14, at King’s Island, Ohio. CONNY has no substantial conflict with the US Lacrosse U-15 
National Youth Festival, June 19-21, at Lake George, NY. All other discussion of any CONNY 
involvement with the Connecticut Chapter sponsored festival teams was deferred to the Board’s 
next meeting.  

7. Scheduling and Systems Committee— At the September Board meeting, President Russell 
asked Andrew Barnard to continue to chair this committee, with Pat Coleman as co-chair. The 
Committee had several objectives: 

o to refine scheduling and CONNY Tournaments pre-seeding procedures based on the 
significant progress the committee made in 2008 (especially the team birth-year profile and 
competitive tier estimate spreadsheets used for preseason scheduling and postseason 
tournaments seeding).  

o to look into the advisability and feasibility of introducing formal divisional play by 
geographical or other criteria.  

o to explore ways to accommodate both programs that organize their teams by age and those 
that organize some or all of their teams by single grade.  

Additional volunteers for the committee were Jim Lilly, Paul Watson, and Jim Philbin.  

The committee reported to the Board (see Appendix 1) that it found widespread agreement 
across CONNY that some sort of divisional structure would increase communication and 
improve scheduling, but little agreement as to how those divisions should be structured. 
Discussion within the meeting mirrored this experience, with advocates speaking on behalf of  
two to four geographic regions, two or three program size divisions, age and grade divisions, 
etc. The committee also noted that its membership came almost exclusively from CONNY’s 
largest member programs. Therefore, they asked for volunteers from small and medium sized 
programs to join the committee and committed to present firm recommendations to the next 
meeting of the Board. Such volunteers were forthcoming. 

8. Rules Committee 
Rules Committee Chairman Jack Couch asked coaches and officials to send him any suggested 
changes to the CONNY Rules of Play and Rules of Bantam Play. 

9. Sportsmanship, Safety, and Training Committee 
To fulfill its coaches training requirements, CONNY recognizes the following programs: 

• US Lacrosse Level I and Level II Online Courses and/ Instructional Clinics 
CONNY will host a US Lacrosse CEP Level I Instructional Clinic on January 24, 2009.   

• PCA Double Goal Coaches Course – online and/or in-person  

• Other case-by-case qualifications (e.g., CIAC or comparable NY certification) 

President Russell announced that from among these, CONNY will recognize the high 
school and youth lacrosse coaches clinic in Darien on December 6, 2008. In addition to the 
Darien High School staff, head coach Joe Breschi and chief assistant Pat Myers from North 
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Carolina will present and answer questions. Clinic information is available at 
http://dylax.com/. 

C. FUTURE MEETINGS 
A proposal to add an additional meeting to the schedule during the first week of December to act on 
the Scheduling and Systems Committee’s recommendations was msc unanimously (initially set for 
December 4, but later moved to Wednesday, December 3 to accommodate a televised SHU basketball 
game).  

Meetings currently scheduled for 2009 are Thursday, January 15; Thursday, February 12; Tuesday, 
March 10; Thursday, April 16; and Thursday, May 7, with Thursday, May 28, as a provisional date. If 
you have any items you want addressed in any of these meetings, send them to Secretary Jack Couch at 
laxdad@aol.com.  

D. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 9:09 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Jack Couch, Secretary 
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Appendix 1 
To: CONNY Board and Members 
From: Scheduling Working Group 
Date: October 30, 2008 
RE:  Proposal for Divisional Structure 
 
The following is the recommendation of the scheduling working group, which was charged at the last 
CONNY meeting with creating a proposal that would help streamline the scheduling process and increase 
communication among programs. We also want to make sure that we continue to create a safe and fun 
environment for our athletes. CONNY has grown substantially over the years, from 16 initial programs to 
likely over 45 by year end.  These range from towns with a single team in CONNY all the way to programs 
with over 500 participants and up to 10 CONNY teams.  While this growth has strengthened the 
organization, it has also greatly increased the difficulty of scheduling and sharing information across 
programs that share commonalities. 
 
Our proposal is to add divisions to the CONNY structure.  We believe this would have the following 
benefits: 
 

n facilitate scheduling; 
n reduce travel; 
n increase dialogue among programs in sharing best-practices; 
n improve matchups; and 
n decentralize CONNY which may reduce the workload on the parent organization. 
 

These divisions could meet a few times a year to schedule a reasonable portion of their schedules, discuss 
issues or team make-ups, and share thoughts about what has and hasn’t worked.  Teams would still be free 
to schedule out of division games, so this shouldn’t be seen as “dividing” CONNY or isolating certain 
areas.  Also note that we have not made any recommendation regarding age vs. grade based teams.  Most of 
the programs involved in the discussion to date are larger programs that are leaning towards grade-based 
teams.  However, we believe the key to achieving quality matchups is open, honest and frequent dialogue 
between programs.  Competitive games can be scheduled regardless of how programs are organized. 
 
At this time, we do not have a specific recommendation regarding how these divisions should be formed, 
but rather we suggest that CONNY appoint a working group to make the initial proposal about divisional 
formation.  Programs would then be able to align themselves as they see fit.  While the initial group was 
comprised mostly from larger programs, we want to make sure that any potential changes work for both 
large and small programs.  We strongly recommend that this next working group include programs of 
different sizes and geography to ensure that the interest of all of CONNY’s members are served.   
 


