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CONNYLACROSSE 
22 MAY 2008 MEETING of the CONNY BOARD of DIRECTORS  

The CONNY Board of Directors met on Thursday, May 22, 2008 in the Boardroom of the Pitt Center, at Sacred 
Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut. A quorum being present, President Bob Russell called the meeting to 
order at 7:45 P.M. 

 
A. ATTENDANCE

Program/Position Name 
President Bob Russell 
VP-Competition Charlie Dear 
VP-League Play Rich Greenwood  
Secretary Jack Couch 
Brookfield Joe Redd  
Danbury Phil Roberts 
Eastchester Joe Gendusa 
Eli Fred Groen 
Fairfield-Wakeman Rich Greenwood 
Guilford Charlie Dear 
Madison Bob Russell 
New Canaan Doug Richardson 
Norwalk Jack Couch 

Program Name 
Pomperaug Marc Zaloumis 
 Jeff Berlant 
Redding-Easton Paul Stauffer 
Shelton Bob Clarke 
 Mike Sportini 
Simsbury Hal Sizer 
Stratford Patrick Corcoran 
Trumbull Paul Watson 
 Tom Domanick 
Weston Jim Smith 
Westport Steve Orban 
 Don Kubie 
Wilton Steve Pearsall 

B. MINUTES  
1. Minutes of April 3, 2008 Meeting 

Approval of the minutes of the April 3, 2008 Meeting of the CONNY Board of Directors was 
moved, seconded, and carried (msc) unanimously. 

2. President’s and Executive Committee Report 
President Bob Russell explained that the meeting originally scheduled for May 6 had been 
canceled because so many officers had conflicts that would prevent them from attending. 
Fortunately, CONNY had reserved this evening as a backup. He then introduced a 
representative of the Nutmeg games who asked for the support of CONNY members to make 
sure there were sufficient teams to assure boys lacrosse participation in 2008 Nutmeg State 
Games to be held in Danbury from July 26 through August 3, 2008. The plan is to restrict 
lacrosse play to July 31-August 3. 

President Russell then reported that so far in 2008, complaints of untoward behavior by coaches 
were down, but complaints about officiating were up. This was ascribed (1) to the addition of 
20-25 new officials to the WCLOA roster and (2) to the large increase in the number of games 
requiring patched officials due to the advent of the new U-11 Lightning Division. Combined 
with rules confusion on the part of many coaches (see below), adding so many inexperienced 
officials was bound to cause problems. President Russell asked for patience, and confidence that 
more officials eventually will bring benefits to everybody. 

3. Treasurer's Report—Treasurer Rob Campbell not being present, no Treasurer’s Report was 
delivered. 

4. Secretary's Report—Secretary Jack Couch distributed a list of member programs that still had 
not submitted rosters. He also reported that many programs were very late delivering their initial 
rosters (revisions can be made right up to the CONNY year end events). Worse, in going 
through the rosters he discovered a number of players who were listed on teams or in divisions 
below their proper age group, based on birth-year. When questioned, most programs convinced 
him that these were inadvertent mistakes. In some cases, though, he found that programs had 
made unilateral decisions to play “under-sized” and “under-skilled” boys down to the younger 
level. In a few cases, such decisions seemed aimed for competitive advantage, but most of the 
time they occurred because program administrators succumbed to intense pressure from parents 
who wanted to protect their sons’ “self-esteem.” Such play-downs never would have been 
tolerated under the old three division grade-based system, but under the new four division age-
based system, parents and administrators seem to feel it is OK. It isn’t, but for this one first year 
only, the Executive Committee recommended turning a blind eye to all but the most egregious 
cases of age non-compliance, with the understanding that compliance will be strictly policed in 



CONNYLACROSSE May 22, 2008 Meeting of the Board of Directors – Minutes 
 

 2 

2009. Programs will be penalized for late roster delivery, and severe punishments will be 
handed down age non-compliance. Members were rightly uncomfortable with letting anybody 
“get away with this.” In the end, the Board approved this policy reluctantly, but unanimously. 

5. Competition Committee Reports 
2008 CONNY Tournaments—June 14 & 15, 2008: The Tournaments Subcommittee reported 
that we have ten fields at Yale, at a cost of $5,000.00, and four excellent fields at Hamden Hall, 
at a cost of $2,000.00. We still need volunteers to help staff the administrative tent. There will 
be no rain dates. 

2008 CONNY Lightning Festivals—June 14 & 15, 2008: CONNY will sponsor two festivals: 
CONNY Lightning Festival—East on Saturday, June 14 in Newtown, and CONNY Lightning 
Festival—West on Sunday, June 15 in Norwalk. These events will utilize a festival format, with 
each team playing several 20-minute running time half games, rather than the two-game 
multiple tournaments format used at Yale. There will be no rain dates. 

2008 CONNY East-West All-Star Classic: Westport will host the 15th Annual CONNY East-
West All-Star Classic on Saturday, June 21. The event will include Senior and Junior All-Star 
Games, and, hopefully, a resuscitated CONNY Old Timers Game for coaches, administrators, 
and parents … followed by a cookout or other social event. There will be no rain date. 

6. League Play Committee Report 
VP-League Play Rich Greenwood reported that the CONNY Tournaments Senior and Junior 
Division pre-seeding meeting would follow the Board meeting, and that the Seeding Meeting 
itself will be Monday, June 9, at the Horseshoe in Southport, CT, at 8:00 PM. Tournament 
schedules will be published by Wednesday, June 11, with the inevitable revisions finished by 
June 12. He urged members to complete and publish their revised team birth-year profiles and 
tier estimates to reflect the actual, final composition and competitive records of their teams. 
These will be invaluable at seeding time. 

Lightning Festival assignments and schedules will be published June 4.  

7. Rules Committee 
Rules Committee Chairman Jack Couch reported on two widespread areas of confusion with the 
rules so far this season.  

• Long Crosse Lengths: Confusion is rife about this issue, mainly because people don’t … 
or can’t … read the rules as written. We receive several complaints a week about U-13 
Junior, U-11 Lightning, or U-9 Bantam teams playing with too many or too long long 
crosses. When confronted, coaches can become abusive. It doesn’t help that many officials 
are clueless. As a reminder: 

U-15 Senior 4 52” to 72” long  crosses, as in high school play 
U-13 Junior 4 42” to 62” long crosses 
U-11 Lightning 3 42” to 52” long crosses 
U-9 Bantam 0 NO LONG CROSSES 

• Bantam “Leveling the Playing Field” Interpretation: The following parenthetical 
passage under Rule 4-3, Faceoff, in the Rules of Bantam Play seems to have created great 
confusion, and not a few near altercations, among Bantam coaches and officials: 

“Recommendation – The spirit of good sportsmanship must be a part of all contests, 
particularly those where teams are mismatched. We would urge all coaches to consider 
alternatives to “level the playing field” while not embarrassing the opponent. Use of 
three attempted pass rule prior to shooting on goal, substitution for stronger players, 
repositioning of stronger players, etc. all should be considered.” 

Some Bantam coaches have been interpreting this to require a “three attempted pass rule” 
for both teams at all times. Rather, this passage suggests a series of options available to the 
coaches of the stronger team if a mismatch becomes apparent. There is NO “three-
attempted-pass” rule in CONNY Bantam play.  

8. New Business 
Mini Stick Nationals:  RELAX announced that it will be hosting the 1st Annual Mini Stick 
National Championship on Saturday, August 9, with Sunday, August 10 as a rain date. The 
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tournament, sponsored by Warrior Lacrosse, is a fundraising event for the Boys and Girls Club. 
Go to ministicknationals.com for more information.  

C. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Board will be in the late summer or early fall to avoid any problems that might 
arise from organizational decisions. There will be two or three meetings, in the fall/early winter, 
depending on the number of issues arising. If you have any items you want addressed, send them to 
Secretary Jack Couch at laxdad@aol.com.  

D. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Jack Couch, Secretary 


