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CONNYLACROSSE 
O4 MARCH 2008 MEETING of the CONNY BOARD of DIRECTORS  

The CONNY Board of Directors met on Tuesday, March 4, 2008 in the Boardroom of the Pitt Center, at Sacred 
Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut. A quorum being present, President Bob Russell called the meeting to 
order at 7:35 P.M. 

 
A. ATTENDANCE

Program/Position Name 
President Bob Russell 
VP-League Play Rich Greenwood  
Secretary Jack Couch 
Bethel Dan Sieban 
Brewster Mark Dingee 
Brookfield Michael Collins  
Eastchester Joe Gendusa 
Eli Fred Groen 
Fairfield-Wakeman Rich Greenwood 
Guilford Paul Farren 
Hamden Tom Geirin 
John Jay Sunho Lee 
 

Program Name 
Madison Hugh O’Toole 
Milford Brian O’Neill 
New Canaan Doug Richardson 
New Fairfield Martin Morgan 
Newtown Bobby Maris 
North Haven Mark Butterworth 
Norwalk Chris Plumb 
Redding-Easton Paul Stauffer 
Stratford Patrick Corcoran 
Trumbull Glen Schutz 
Westport Steve Orban 
 

B. MINUTES  
1. Minutes of January 15, 2008 Meeting 

Approval of the minutes of the January 15, 2008 Meeting of the CONNY Board of Directors was 
moved, seconded, and carried (msc) unanimously. 

2. President’s and Executive Committee Report 
President Russell led off by introducing Peter Corbett, president of the Golden Goal Tournament 
Park near Lake George, NY. Golden Goal will host the U-15 US Lacrosse Youth Festival this year. 
He presented a number of opportunities for teams to utilize their facility, and expressed the opinion 
that Golden Goal is a natural fit for Connecticut programs because of it’s relative proximity. The 
Golden Goal website is goldengoalpark.com; Mr. Corbett can be reached at pjcsport@optonline.net, 
or on his cell at 203-216-6606.  

President Russell then reported that CONNY had applied for and been promised a grant of $4,450.00 
from the Connecticut Lacrosse Foundation (the Connecticut Chapter of US Lacrosse) to help defray 
the cost of the January 26, 2008 CONNY Coaches Clinic in Weston. President Russell then 
suggested that the grant be used to establish a CONNY Training fund to be used in future years to 
promote coaches training. The Board msc this proposal.  

3. Treasurer's Report—Treasurer Rob Campbell not being present, no Treasurer’s Report was 
delivered.  
CONNY Dues: The 2008 CONNY dues for each member program will be as follows: 

$275.00 Covers the first two teams a member program enters 
in CONNY play (not counting Bantams). 

$100.00 Fee for each additional Lightning, Junior, and Senior 
team entered in CONNY play (no fee is charged for 
Bantam teams). 

Dues are due April 1, 2008, or before your program plays any games they want to count for CONNY 
Tournaments and All-Star qualification. Send dues directly to the Treasurer at: 

Rob Campbell, CONNY Treasurer 
41 Black Alder Lane 
Wilton, CT 06897 

4. Secretary's Report—Secretary Jack Couch brought two 9th Grader petitions to the Board, one from 
Bethel and the other from Old Lyme/Connecticut River. After a description of the boy and his 
situation by Dan Sieban of Bethel, and a brief discussion, the Board msc approval of the petition.  
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There being no representative of Old Lyme at the meeting, President Russell postponed 
consideration of their petition to the April meeting. In the meantime, the Board approved the boy’s 
participation in any practices and scrimmages, but not in games. 

Mr. Couch then reported on a possible initiative from US Lacrosse to encourage youth programs to 
sponsor spring season play for high school age players who do not make their high school teams. 
The Board discussed pros and cons … e.g., on the one hand, that it would keep kids involved in the 
game, and on the other, it would give high school athletic directors “permission” to drop high school 
undersquads since their developmental role would be assumed by the local youth league. Mr. Couch 
asked for a show of hands “sense of the meeting,” which revealed surprising interest in the idea, 
especially from the bigger programs. Mr. Russell said that he would report the result to the US 
Lacrosse Leadership. 

Rosters Due April 1: Finally, Mr. Couch reminded members that their rosters are due to him by 
April 1, 2008, or before a team plays any games they want to count for CONNY Tournaments and 
All-Star qualification. Rosters must include, at minimum, each player’s name, address, date-of-birth, 
grade, and US Lacrosse membership number and expiration date. It is not necessary to break out 
separate teams within any age group, and if preliminary rosters are submitted on time, teams can 
play games while lagging information is acquired (e.g., late arriving US Lax #’s). Final complete 
rosters are due before the CONNY Tournaments. For programs that use their League Athletic 
website to handle registration, or which use automatic US Lacrosse registration, the easiest way to 
submit rosters is to send the latest spreadsheet report, sorted by gender to remove girls teams, and by 
CONNY age group, and edited to remove unnecessary columns.   

5. Competition Committee Reports 
2008 CONNY Tournaments—June 14 & 15, 2008: AVP-Tournaments Paul Farren said that 
negotiations with Yale are proceeding satisfactorily, and that the next key meeting is March 24. 

2008 CONNY East-West All-Star Classic: Westport will host the 15th Annual CONNY East-West 
All-Star Classic on Saturday or Sunday June 21 or 22. The event will include Senior and Junior All-
Star Games, and a resuscitated CONNY Old Timers Game for coaches, administrators, and parents 
… followed by a cookout or other social event. 

2008 CONNY Lightning Festivals: Because no one member program has enough fields to host the 
50-60 CONNY Lightning teams, current plans call for two CONNY Lightning Festivals, east and 
west. If no other program with better facilities steps forward, Norwalk has volunteered to host the 
CONNY Lightning Festival West on five fields at Veterans Park. The CONNY Festival East 
tentatively will be held in Madison. Lacrosse Unlimited will sponsor both. Tentative plans are to 
hold one festival on Saturday June 14 and the other on Sunday June 15. These events will utilize a 
festival format, with each team playing several 20-minute running time half games, rather than the 
two-game multiple tournament format used at Yale. 

6. League Play Committee Report 
Web scheduling on CONNYlacrosse.org has begun. Each team’s scheduler should enter the team’s 
home games as soon as possible. Once that is done for all teams, schedulers will go in and confirm 
away games with which they agree, or contact the team that scheduled any game that does not agree 
with their understanding. In absentia, VP Communication Woody Thompson asked members to 
move ahead quickly with this process. 

7. Rules Committee 
The CONNY Rules Committee reported that this year for the first time there are two Rules Tests. 
The first is for coaches of Senior, Junior, and Lightning teams … and coaches who coach at one of 
these levels and at the Bantam level. The other test is for coaches that coach only at the Bantam 
level. Both tests are now included in the registration process on www.CONNYlacrosse.org. Every 
CONNY coach must pass the relevant CONNY Rules Test every year. 

Sportsmanship, Safety, and Training Committee 
President Russell reminded the Board that every CONNY member program be required to name a 
Training Compliance Supervisor who will be responsible for verifying the training status of all the 
program’s coaches and reporting to the Sportsmanship, Safety, and Training Committee. The basic 
requirement is that every coach on the sidelines during a CONNY game must complete approved 
training in the rules and coaching behavior. A coach must pass the CONNY Online Rules Test 
before coaching in a game his first year and every year thereafter, but he has until his second year 
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coaching to complete required coaching training. Thereafter, he must take some type of approved 
coaching training at least every two years, either in person or online. Approved courses for 2008 are:  

Ø The US Lacrosse Coaches Education Program Level 1 or Level 2 Courses, online or at 
a workshop, including the workshop presented and subsidized by the Connecticut Chapter 
of US Lacrosse on February 10, 2008 at Cheshire Academy. 

Ø The PCA Double-Goal Coach Course, online or at a workshop, including the workshop 
that replaced the February 5 CONNY meeting at Sacred Heart University. 

Ø CONNY Coaching Clinic: January 26, 2008, in Weston. 

Ø CONNY-approved coaching clinics across the region. 

Ø Other courses or qualifications (e.g., CIAC or comparable NY certification) approved by 
the Sportsmanship, Safety, and Training Committee on a case-by-case basis, normally after 
reviewing the course syllabus and materials. 

Joe Gendusa of Eastchester described a clinic developed by the SUNY Maritime coaching staff and 
to be presented March 11 at the Eastchester Town Hall. Based on this description and the course 
materials, the Board msc a proposal to recognize the SUNY Maritime Eastchester clinic for CONNY 
coaches training, subject to Mr. Gendusa’s report back after the clinic. 

Another initiative of the Sportsmanship, Safety, and Training Committee is officials training, 
including clinics for high school age people who can serve as second officials to patched referees at 
CONNY Senior and Junior games, and in a pinch, as primary officials at Lightning and Bantam 
games. The Northern Board will hold officials training sessions for interested adults and high school 
players at three locations on February 10, 17, and 24. The Western Connecticut Lacrosse Officials 
Association (WCLOA) is planning similar sessions. 

8. New Business 
Girls Web Scheduling: Contact VP Communications Woody Thompson if you wish to cooperate 
with other CONNY members to schedule your program’s girls games, and to record them and their 
results on CONNYlacrosse.org. 

Defibrillators: Brookfield initiated a discussion of the utility and procedures for purchasing 
defibrillators to have at games and practices. John Jay reported that they have defibrillators for all 
their teams. Bob Russell said he would contact Pall Kelly for guidance on the subject, and will report 
to the Board. In the meantime, anyone wanting to learn more can contact Mr. Kelly at 
kelnt21@aol.com.   

C. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Board will be Tuesday, April 1, 2008 at 8:00 PM in the Boardroom of the Pitt 
Center, at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut (subsequently changed to Thursday, April 3, 
2008, due to a conflict with the SHU president). After that, the next scheduled meeting is Tuesday, May 6.  

D. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 8:58 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Jack Couch, Secretary
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