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CONNYLACROSSE	  
November 18, 2004 BOARD of DIRECTORS FALL MEETING 

The Fall Meeting of the CONNY Board of Directors was held on November 18, 2004 in the Boardroom of the 
Pitt Center, at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut. A quorum being present, President Rich 
Heritage called the meeting to order at 7:37 P.M. 
A. ATTENDANCE

Program/Position Name 
President Rich Heritage 
Treasurer Rob Campbell 
Secretary Jack Couch 
Amity Steve Makowski 
Branford John Hughes 
Cheshire Carl Gendron 
 Greg Garber 
Darien Kevin Waldron 
Eastchester Joe Gendusa 
Fairfield-Wakeman Rich Greenwood  
Guilford Paul Farren 
Madison Bob Russell 

Program Name 
New Milford Mac McDermott 

 Dan Swim 
Norwalk Lee Blair 

 Chris Plumb 
Old Lyme–CT River Lacrosse Club Jeff Flower 

 Howard Fish 
Pomperaug Thad Burr 
Redding-Easton Paul Stauffer 
Ridgefield Tom Galione 
Westport Steve Orban 

 Bill Schaufle 
Wilton Rob Campbell 
 

B. MINUTES  
1. President's Report—President Rich Heritage talked about the need for programs to volunteer to host 

coaches training and rules clinics. He also reported that CONNY was investigating whether it can 
sponsor an ACEP “train-the-trainers” clinic so specific programs can schedule clinics more 
conveniently. Finally, President Heritage called for volunteers from each program to work with the 
CONNY website to make sure all housekeeping is done. He said that the work will involve a few hours 
a week early, during the set-up and learning phase, and then about ten minutes a day once procedures 
are established. 

2. Treasurer's Report—Treasurer Rob Campbell reported that CONNY’s bank balance was $12,369.94 
on November 18, 2004. This compared to a balance of $14,690.38 on January 1, 2004. The primary 
causes of the $2,320.44 by which expenses exceeded revenues were (1) costs related to the rapid growth 
of the CONNY Tournaments and (2) expenses related to CONNY’s administration of the USLacrosse 
Connecticut Chapter Boys Select Teams in excess of player fees collected. The report was moved, 
seconded, and carried (msc). 
 
Based on projected 2005 plans, the Board voted unanimously to raise dues for 2005 to $275.00 (from 
$250.00) for the first two teams a member program enters in CONNY play and to $75.00 (from $50.00) 
for each additional Junior and Senior team entered in CONNY play (no fee is charged for Bantam 
teams). This is the first CONNY dues increase in over five years. In voting for these increases, the 
Board stipulated that if CONNY administers the boys select teams for the Chapter again in 2005, player 
fees will be set at levels guaranteed to break even. Members are reminded that dues must be paid before 
games can count for CONNY Tournament seeding and All-Star allocation. Dues should be sent to 
Treasurer Rob Campbell. 

3. Secretary's Report—Secretary Jack Couch had nothing to report not covered elsewhere in these 
minutes. 

4. Nominating Committee Report—Past President Bob Russell and his committee submitted the 
following slate of officers for 2005:  

Proposed Slate of 2005 CONNY Officers 
President Rich Heritage Cheshire 
Treasurer Rob Campbell Wilton 
VP – League Play Carl Gendron Cheshire 
VP – Competition (All-Stars & Selects) John Hughes Branford 
Events Secretary Charlie Dear Guilford 
AVP – Competition/Tournaments Paul Kelly Newtown 
AVP – Competition/Tournaments Paul Farren Guilford 
Secretary Jack Couch Norwalk 
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The slate was msc unanimously. Additional officers may be added as necessary (Steve Makowski of 
Amity was added as an additional AVP – Competition/Tournaments after the meeting). 

5. Competition Committee – John Hughes 

2005 CONNY Tournaments: Paul Farren is negotiating with Yale concerning tournament dates and 
fields. Jon Einhorn (Eli) has proposed holding his Eli Jamboree on the June 4-5 weekend with the 
CONNY Tournaments following on June 11-12, with June 18-19 as a rain date. While this proposal is 
attractive because it would allow another week of CONNY play before the seeding meeting, there is a 
risk of conflict between the rain date and the USLacrosse National U-13 Youth Festival. Negotiations 
continue. 

As in 2004, we expect to use fields at the adjacent Hopkins School. The Competition Committee will 
consider and report to the Board on a suggestion from Jim Book (Darien) that all games for each age 
group be played in one day (e.g., Juniors on Saturday and Seniors on Sunday). This would eliminate the 
need for a family to get to Yale both days on the weekend. One concern expressed was that there are 
more senior teams than junior teams. Another was that two full-length games in a day could be 
excessive if the weather is hot.  

Howard Fish and Jeff Flower proposed that a system be set up to require every program in CONNY 
take responsibility for recording scores and operating the administrative tent. They will propose a 
system in writing. 

2005 CONNY East-West All-Star Festival: Fairfield-Wakeman has offered to host this event on their 
new all weather field. The Board found Fairfield-Wakeman’s proposal to be very attractive, but wanted 
to know more about parking and spectator seating before accepting the offer. 

Connecticut Chapter Select Teams: Bob Russell, CONNY past-president and USLacrosse 
Connecticut Chapter VP for Boys Lacrosse, invited CONNY to again select and administer the 
chapter’s boys select team entries in the USLacrosse National Youth Festivals. The U-13 and U-15 
Festivals again will be held at different locations and on different weekends (tentatively June 17-19 for 
U-13 and June 24-26 for U-15). Unlike in 2004 when we had two U-13 teams, Connecticut expects an 
invitation to enter only one U-13 team and one U-15 team in 2005. CT Chapter team tryouts and 
selection will occur much earlier than in recent years to facilitate paperwork, but formal practices will 
not interfere with any player’s responsibility to his home program. We will publish tryout dates and 
times before CONNY League Play game scheduling begins so that teams with select team prospects on 
their rosters will not schedule games that conflict with those times. 

6. CONNY Safety & Conduct Committee 
Two matters were tabled to a later meeting because the most informed individuals were absent: 

• Coaches & Rules Training: In December 2003 the Board voted to require that within two 
seasons every team at every game have at least one coach on the sideline who had completed 
CONNY coaching and rules training. Coaches must retrain at least every two years. Thus, in 2005 
every CONNY team should have at least one CONNY-trained coach on the sideline at every 
game. That means we will need to make sure there are sufficient training opportunities … one 
option being investigated is for CONNY to “train the trainers” who can go back to their home 
programs and train the rest of the coaches. For coaching training, CONNY accepts the programs 
endorsed by USLacrosse: ACEP and Double Goal Coaching from the Positive Coaching Alliance. 
CONNY must also settle on an enforcement regimen and penalties for non-compliance in 2005.  

• Age vs. Grade Divisions in CONNY Play 
CONNY is one of the few youth programs in any sport across the country that still organizes 
teams primarily by grade rather than by age. Bob Garry and others on the CONNY Safety & 
Conduct Committee are concerned about safety implications of this policy. 

7. Bantam Play 
Two issues have arisen concerning Bantam play: 

• Excessive Competitive Emphasis: CONNY believes that, as stated in the CONNY Bantam 
Rules, Bantam play is,  
“Non-competitive (no official scorekeeping, no standings, no post-season tournament leading to a 
championship, no overtime play) and instructional. Grades may play together. Multiple teams 
within a program should be balanced.” Some Bantam coaches, however, have had a much more 
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aggressive agenda. Therefore, The Board voted to hold a Bantam Coaches Symposium at the 
USLacrosse Chapter Convention in January. The symposium will focus on appropriate behavior 
and coaching style for Bantam age children. CONNY strongly urges attendance at the symposium 
for all Bantam coaches. 

• Use of Patched Officials: In accord with its philosophy of Bantam play, and in order to minimize 
reducing the pool of officials available for Junior and Senior games – not to mention high school 
games of all levels, CONNY strongly urges programs not to order patched officials for Bantam 
games. Instead, each team should have a coach on the field coaching, officiating, and generally 
guiding play for both teams. While strongly urged, this policy is not mandatory, especially when 
there are sufficient officials to staff all games at all levels. 

8. Use/Sale of CONNY Lists 
This subject was tabled to the next meeting. 

9. 2005 League Play Divisions 
Paul Scheufele (Weston) proposed establishing three self-assigned divisions in Junior and Senior play in 
2005. Newly elected VP-League Play Carl Gendron and a committee of Paul Kelly (Newtown), Jim 
Book (Darien), Tom Davidson (Madison), and Paul Scheufele will investigate the need and feasibility 
of such a system. 

10. Start of Scheduling 
The Board agreed that no CONNY game scheduling may occur before the CONNY January Board 
meeting.  

11. 2005 CONNY Rules of Play. 
Secretary Jack Couch alerted he members that when vote on the 2005 CONNY Rules of Play, they will 
have to address USLacrosse Boys’ Youth Rules requiring each team to provide trained Sideline 
Managers to maintain sportsmanlike behavior among spectators and an individual to be trained as an 
Auxiliary Official to work if a patched official does not appear. We expect to vote on the 2005 CONNY 
Rules at the January meeting, assuming that High School Federation Rules are available in time. 

12. Warrior Vaporwear Closeout 
Bob Russell provided price lists and contact information for very heavily discounted Warrior 
Vaporwear apparel. Warrior is discontinuing the line and has product in team order quantities. 

C. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CONNY Board of Directors will be held in mid-December, 2004 at 7:30 P.M. at 
Sacred Heart. 

D. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 P.M.  

 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted,  
15 DEC 04 
Corrected, at 15 DEC 04 Board Meeting 

Jack Couch 
 


