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CONNYLACROSSE 
December 18, 2001 BOARD of DIRECTORS MEETING 

The December 18, 2001 Meeting of the CONNY Board of Directors was held at the Sport Zone in Trumbull, Connecticut.  
 
Prior to the Board meeting a group led by Ken Paul of the Bridgeport Barrage and Major League Lacrosse made a presentation to the 
members. The purpose was to explore (1) promotional opportunities utilizing Barrage games and players, (2) Barrage and MLL plans 
to develop youth lacrosse in Bridgeport, and (3) how, in general, CONNY, the Barrage, and the MLL can work together to promote 
the growth of our sport in Connecticut. 
 
Afterwards, a quorum being present, Secretary Jack Couch called the meeting to order at 8:15 P.M. 
 
A. ATTENDANCE

Program/Position Name  
Secretary Jack Couch 
VP-League Play Pat Thibadeau 
Brookfield Mark Sackerson 
Cheshire Pat Thibadeau 
Darien Lang Clarke 
Fairfield-Wakeman George Ochs 

 Rich Greenwood 
Guilford Paul Bosco 
Lewisboro Barry Bocklet 
Madison Charlie Schwarz 
New Canaan Tom Albertson 

Program Name  
Newtown Paul Kelly 
North Haven Joe Cullen 

 David Maus 
Norwalk Lee Blair 
Pomperaug Tom Archie 
Redding-Easton John Distler 
Ridgefield Dave Cowin 
Weston Paul Scheufele 
Westport Don Kubie 
MacWear Ryan MacAleavy 

B. MINUTES  
1. November 6, 2001 Minutes—Approval of the minutes of the November 6, 2001 meeting as distributed was moved, seconded, 

and carried (msc). 

2. President's Report—In President Russell’s absence, no report was delivered. 

3. Treasurer's Report—Treasurer Rob Campbell reported in absentia that there were no changes since the November 6 report. 

4. Secretary's Report—Secretary Jack Couch presented letters from three organizations seeking CONNY membership and 
reported that one program is withdrawing from CONNY play. 
 
Approval of the application from North Haven was msc unanimously. 
 
The second new program, Pomperaug, also presented no problems and its membership was msc unanimously. 
 
The third application, a program based on St. Margaret’s-McTernan School, raised some questions. At the time of the meeting, 
it was not clear if the program is open to all children in the community or if it is a de facto interscholastic program for 
SMMcT. It was decided that there could be no vote on membership for this program until these questions can be cleared up. 
However, since the SMMcT program adjoins the new Pomperaug program, it was proposed that they be admitted to CONNY 
provisionally as part of the Pomperaug program pending resolution of the outstanding questions. Thus, SMMcT will be able to 
proceed with registration, etc., confident that they will be able to schedule and play games in the spring. This proposal was 
msc unanimously.  

5. Nominating Committee—The Nominating Committee renominated the current slate of officers for a second one-year term. 
As is customary, the current major officers will be nominated for a second one-year term.  

These are: 

President Bob Russell Madison 
VP—Competition Kyle Donovan Westport 
VP—League Play Pat Thibadeau Cheshire 
AVPs—Tournaments Lang Clarke Darien 
 Scott Willson Madison 
Treasurer Rob Campbell Wilton 
Secretary Jack Couch Norwalk 

This slate was msc unanimously. 
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Mr. Couch also reported that Glastonbury would not be entering its Senior A team in CONNY play in 2002. All the 
Glastonbury teams now will play in Connecticut Valley Youth Lacrosse. 

6. Competition Committee 
2002 CONNY Tournaments: reported that the tournaments are confirmed for Yale on June 1 & 2, 2002, with June 15-16 as 
rain dates. (The Eli Jamboree will be June 8-9.) Eight fields will be available at Yale. Additional nearby fields are being 
sought at the Hopkins School and from the Amity School District to accommodate all teams that participate in CONNY. 
CONNY will have to provide at least two sets of goals. Additional details of the tournaments will be available as the event 
approaches. 

 2002 CONNY East-West All-Star Festival: Charlie Schwarz from Madison reported that the Madison Surf Club has been 
reserved for the Festival on June 16, 2002. In the event the CONNY Tournaments must be moved to the June 16 date, the 
Festival will have to be moved to the weekend of June 22-23. The Surf Club is not available on these dates, so the all weather 
FieldTurf field at Norwalk High School will be investigated as a backup site. 

7. Bantam Play—The committee to develop recommended CONNY rules for Bantam play is comprised of Rich Heritage 
(Chair), George Johnson, Joe Martinecz, Pat Coleman, Mark Tsconos, and Paul Scheufele. The committee’s final report will 
be delivered to the Board at the January meeting, but Mr. Scheufele made an interim report. Basically, the committee probably 
will recommend following the USLacrosse Youth Council rules for players at our Bantam age level (can be found pages on 
84-89 of the National Federation of State High School Associations Boys Lacrosse 2002 Rules Book). Significant time will be 
allocated at the January meeting to discuss this topic. 

8. 2002 Rules of Play—The 2002 CONNY Rules of Play will be voted on at the January meeting. Members with suggested rules 
changes should send them to Jack Couch in time to be distributed with the notice of the January meeting. 
 
Long Crosse Rules Changes: The Board again discussed the problem of youth players trying to use defense sticks that are 
too long for them to handle. Not only can the use of sticks that are too long be dangerous to opposing players; it can also 
inhibit the development of the player using the stick. Solutions discussed included allowing no “long crosses” in CONNY play 
(alternatively, in Bantam and Junior play only)—i.e., all sticks except the goalie’s would be “short crosses” of 40”-42”. 
Another option—which was close to the current practice of several coaches in the room—was to implement an easily enforced 
rule limiting stick length to the distance between the ground and the player’s nose/visor or to the player’s height. Three 
possible rules change proposals to address this issue will be prepared and distributed with the notice of the January meeting 
(see attached). 

C. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CONNY Board of Directors will be held January 22, 2002 at 7:30 P.M. at The Sports Zone in Trumbull.  

D. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:23 P.M.  

 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted,  

Jack Couch 


