
	  

	  
	  

 
 
 
 
Dear NEU Families, 
 
We are letting you know some very exciting news before you hear it from anyone else.  We 
have recently finalized an agreement with Team Elevate to acquire New England 
United.  We feel that the new organization will offer you and your daughters even more 
opportunities in this great game of lacrosse that we love so much.   
 
For starters, myself and our staff are not going anywhere.  We are all staying on board 
including our coaches and our administration.  We are doing this because we want to 
deliver even more value to all of our families and Team Elevate provides us with the perfect 
platform to do this. For those of you who are not familiar with Team Elevate, let me give you 
some background on them and their founder Dave Kotowski.  Dave and I have known each 
other for a long time since he is a 1989 graduate of Brown University where he was a 4 year 
member of the Brown Men’s Lacrosse Team.  In 1989, Dave was the recipient of Brown’s 
Alumni Award which is presented annually to a lacrosse player who through sportsmanship, 
performance and influence contributed the most to the sport while at Brown.  He also 
represented Brown as a starter in the 1989 North South Game and was the Defensive MVP 
of the East West New England All-Star game.  Dave went on to play professional lacrosse 
in both the NLL (New York Saints) and the MLL (Bridgeport Barrage).  Dave took his 
extensive business experience and his love of the game into the front offices of the MLL 
where he served as the President of the Long Island Lizards.  Most importantly Dave is the 
father of three girls and he has coached all of his girls in lacrosse.  
 
His love of the game and his passion to empower young women led him to create Team 
Elevate.  Their motto is Elevate Your Mind, Elevate Your Body, Elevate Your Game and 
Elevate Your Life.  The Team Elevate program shares so many of the same values that we 
feel are so important for our student athletes.  At Brown, besides playing lacrosse,  Dave 
played football and wrestled while serving as an announcer for Men’s Soccer, Men’s 
Hockey and Women’s Gymnastics.  Dave and the Team Elevate program cater to multi 
sport athletes who love lacrosse.   
 
As you all know, I love coaching lacrosse.  This new partnership with Team Elevate will 
alleviate many of the administrative and operations issues of running a successful 
program.  Their staff has met directly with Kelly Swanson who will remain on board to 
handle the Team Elevate New England operations.  We feel that our combined team, 
including all of our current coaches and staff along with Team Elevate’s full time staff, will 
provide our families with tremendous value.   
 



Here are just some highlights of what team Elevate provides to their families: 
 
College Recruiting Services:  
1. TE College Bus Tours -recruitable year players will have first access to our TE College 
bus tour.  Last year the TE Bus Tour visited 9 schools (Yale, UCONN,  Boston College, 
Harvard, Boston University, Bryant, Brown, Connecticut College and Fairfield) and met with 
coaching staffs and players at each school.   
 
2. Family Recruiting Session - each family will have the ability to attend a one hour 
recruiting session just for their family.  Players will receive help in selecting which schools 
best fit their specific needs.   
 
3. TE Recruiting BIO - each player will be provided with a TE Recruiting Bio for all college 
coaches.   
 
4. TE Email Templates  - they will help prepare emails for you to send out to college 
coaches and we will be CC'd on every email.  Emails will include introduction emails, 
tournament updates, school success (transcripts & honor roll, etc.), other sports success, 
and general follow up.  Recruiting is a contact sport and you MUST make the contact.   
 
5. TE Recruiting Database - they keep a database for each team of each players' Top 5 
schools, your safety schools and your reach schools.  This database can be updated and 
changed based on your preferences.   
 
6. TE College Camps & Clinics on LI - they are constantly providing players with 
opportunities to attend college specific camps and clinics.  This past year was their first year 
bringing the college coaches (High Point College Camp powered by Team Elevate) to Long 
Island and we will be offering more of these opportunities to our TE family.   
7. TE SAT/ACT Study Group - last year they started a TE study group to get prepared for 
the SAT and ACT tests.  They will be offering this program again this year to all of our 
players.   
 
8. Recruiting Q&A - they have held several Q&A sessions on recruiting and our players 
and parents will always have access to these meetings.   
 
9. TE College Connection - they have developed the TE College Connection where we 
have a database of colleges that have been attended by either TE players, parents or 
friends of the program that are willing to speak with our players about a specific college they 
are interested in.    
 
Other Team Elevate Services:  
1. Specialty Clinics -they ran specialty girl’s lacrosse clinics for Draw Control, Goalie 
Clinics, Shooting and Dodging and Speed and Strength.  These clinics are usually 1 ½ 
hours in length and are very well attended.  
 
2. Women’s Power Conference - This is a lecture/meeting series they do to help empower 
young women by bringing in world class guest speakers to discuss a variety of topics.  Their 
keynote speaker in 2013 was Lisa Caputo a 1986 Brown University Graduate who was the 
former Press Secretary to Hillary Clinton, Special Assistant to Bill Clinton, the founder of 
Women & Company, and the present Executive Vice President of Traveler’s Insurance. Lisa 



also received the Silver Anniversary Award from the NCAA and she also sits on the board 
of Best Buy.   
 
3.  TE Business Connection - they created a private business group on LinkedIn 
specifically for Team Elevate parents to use each other for potential business connections 
and deals on services.   
 
4. Team Stores - each year they open up a team store a few times a year so that players, 
parents and family members can purchase Team Elevate gear, clothing and 
accessories.  For specialty tournaments like Lax for Cure, they also offer TE branded pink 
items like shirts, headbands and socks.   
 
5. ComLax Connection - Team Elevate is currently sponsored by ComLax  and with this 
comes great value for our families.  Our families will receive 20% off all purchases at 
specific ComLax locations - this includes gear and clothing.   
 
6. The Lacrosse Business Network - this is a national group started by Dave Kotowski to 
create a network of people who all share the love of the game of lacrosse and can all 
network their various businesses through one another.  The group currently has over 1,000 
members nationwide.  Besides acting as a business networking group, the LBN also helps 
current college lacrosse players get matched up with business owners and executives for 
internship programs.   
 
7. Community Service - each year the girls are offered the opportunity to engage in 
several community based charitable events.  For the last 8 years they have worked closely 
with Christmas Magic/Holiday Magic.  Homeless children write letters to Santa requesting 
specific items.  The girls and families buy the gifts on the list, wrap them and deliver 
them.  Dave Kotowski has been one of the “Santas” for a long time and overall the 
organization helped over 7,500 homeless kids last year.   
 
8. TE Gala & Scholarship Fund - this year Team Elevate held their first ever end of year 
Gala and Awards Ceremony.  Proceeds from the night will be going to start a TE 
Scholarship Fund for TE Players heading to college.  They will start by awarding partial 
scholarships to two 2015 players.  Over 400 people attended the Gala.   
 
Dave is going to be at our tryout on 9/10 from 6 to 7:30 to meet the NEU family. 
 
In closing, Elevate’s motto has been: Elevate Your Mind * Elevate Your Body * Elevate Your 
Game * Elevate Your Life.  We thank you so much for the opportunity to be part of your 
daughter’s life and we look forward to helping you and your family for many years to come 
by giving your daughters a premier, first class operation that focuses not only on lacrosse, 
but empowering your daughters to be the best they can be on and off the field.   
 
Thank You! 
 
Keely 
 
	  


