
When I transferred to Camp LeJeune in the summer of 2011, I 
was very surprised to find there was no youth lacrosse program 
offered in Carteret County. This was especially surprising 
considering how big lacrosse is at UNC and Duke. 

Unfortunately for those families living in Emerald 
Isle, Cape Carteret and Swansboro, the closest 
youth lacrosse leagues are in Jacksonville, New 
Bern and Havelock. Those locations are simply too 
far away to be practical. And, as I learned last year 
when I deployed overseas in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom, it is difficult for our spouses at 
home to make that trip by themselves every day with 
multiple children. 

Now that I have returned to the states, I plan to 
do everything in my power to bring youth lacrosse 
to Carteret County, beginning with Carteret Youth 
Lacrosse. Carteret Youth Lacrosse is an initiative 
started by a small group of Emerald Isle and Cape 
Carteret parents who want to see their children play 
youth lacrosse in Carteret County. 

W h y  L a C r o s s e ? 
Lacrosse is one of the fastest growing team sports 

in the United States. Many of our military families 
have been able to participate in leagues during tours 
of duty in different locations. These players bring 
much-needed experience and enthusiasm to the 
table. And because of lacrosse’s  growing popularity, 
it has the potential to provide our youth with athletic 
scholarship opportunities for college.

a  b r a N D  N e W  s T a r T 
As a brand new organization starting from 

nothing more than an idea in October 2012, Carteret 
Youth Lacrosse is desperately in need of organizers, 
parent volunteers, coaches and equipment. At this 
time, the Onslow Youth Lacrosse Association in 
Jacksonville has been gracious enough to invite our 
teams to participate in their spring league and offer 

registration assistance to our children. Currently, 
the plan is for our teams to meet and practice at 
Western Park in Cape Carteret and then travel 
to Jacksonville, New Bern, Havelock, Topsail, 
Raleigh and elsewhere to compete in lacrosse 
games and tournaments. However, none of this can 
be accomplished without funding and support for 
lacrosse gear and equipment.

W e  N e e D  yo U r  h e L p 
To date, Carteret Youth Lacrosse has reached 

out to organizations such as the Cherry Point 
Officers Spouses Club, Under Armour Youth 
Movement and the U.S. Lacrosse First Stick 
Program for funding, equipment grants, uniform 
donations, coaching materials, safety instructions, 
clinics and camps. However, with the exception of 
the Cherry Point Officers Spouses Club, we have 
not been very successful. Therefore, we are also 
attempting to acquire funding assistance in Carteret 
County through business sponsorship, community 
fundraisers and charitable donations. Lastly, we are 
asking parents to consider purchasing personal gear 
and equipment for their children. By contacting 
vendors such as BattleLax in Wilmington, Lacrosse.
com, Hibbets Sports, Dick’s Sporting Goods and 
Play It Again Sports, we hope to find reduced prices 
on quality equipment to outfit our children until the 
organization has the resources to provide gear for 
the children to use during the lacrosse season.

f r e e  L a C r o s s e  C L I N I C 
We will be hosting our last Free Lacrosse Players 

Clinics for boys and girls ages 7 to 18 at Western 
Park in Cape Carteret in early February. Bring your 

own lacrosse stick if you have one. If not, 
lacrosse sticks will be provided. No sign-ups 
are required. No experience is necessary. Just 
come on out ready to have a great time and 
learn the “fastest game on two feet!” 

Carteret Youth Lacrosse is on Facebook 
as Carteret Youth Lacrosse. For more 
information, email carteretyouthlacrosse@
yahoo.com. 

The Fastest Game

On Two Feet
BY JON BRADLEY

STep 1 register with Us Lacrosse at www.uslacrosse.org.
STep 2 register for the Carteret youth Lacrosse spring 2013 

season at www.onslowyouthlacrosse.uslaxteams.org
STep 3 Contact us at carteretyouthlacrosse@yahoo.com or find 

us on facebook at Carteret youth Lacrosse for more info.

Carteret youth Lacrosse is a brand new 
organization starting a grassroots campaign 

to spread the word about yoUTh LaCrosse, 
to generate interest in the community and to 
provide our military and civilian youth (boys 

and girls ages 7–18) with a fun and  
safe sports activity.

INTeresTeD IN pLayING yoUTh LaCrosse ThIs sprING? reGIsTer 
NoW! praCTICe beGINs IN febrUary. GaMes KICK off MarCh 2.

REGISTER 
NOW!
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