
2014 SPRING TRI-COUNTY BASEBALL LEAGUE RULES 

The Conduct of the Coaches, Players and Fans 
Is the Responsibility of the Team Manager 

Game Rules: 
 A mandatory 12 run mercy rule is in effect after five innings. 
 Preps-13’s: All players will be in the batting order with free substitution, 

and all players will be considered starters. Tri County League players are 
still required to have a minimum of six (6) defensive outs in the field. 
Local towns may require more. If a player is injured, the batting order is 
lessened by that player without penalty of an out. No game can start 
with eight players defensively, and it will be thus considered a forfeit by 
the offending team.  

 14/15’s: An extra hitter (EH) is optional, Once an EH is established in 
the batting order, the position cannot be taken out during the game. A 
designated hitter (DH) is allowed in place of the starting pitcher. 

 Preps and 14/15’s: Each player present at a game shall play six outs in 
the field AND at least one time at bat. All fielders must be in the batting 
order. 

 SLIDING: The “Contact Rule” applies at all bases (Babe Ruth Rules, 
page 61, Section 6.05). This is a local league rule. As this is a judgment 
call by the umpire, there is not protest allowed. Although there is no rule 
against head first sliding, coaches should discourage the practice. 

 Any game ejection is subject to an additional one game suspension; a 
second ejection will result in expulsion from the league. 

 So that field may be prepared, there is NO batting practice allowed on 
the field one-half hour before the game. Pre-game warm-up should be 
split evenly between teams with Visitors first.  

 Soft Toss is not permitted at ANY Field against chain link fence. Visiting 
teams should ask the Home manager if this is allowed at their parks. 
(Continuous batting against the fences will damage them.) 

Pitching: 
 Inning limitations per 2014 Official Regulations and Playing Rules for 

Babe Ruth League are seven (7) innings per week, Monday through 
Sunday. One pitch constitutes an inning. Two calendar days are required 
between appearances if more than three (3) innings are pitched in one 
game (For example, if there are four innings pitched on Monday, the 
player cannot pitch Tuesday/Wednesday, and than is again eligible to 
pitch on Thursday).  

Balks:  
 Prep league pitchers will be warned (one warning/game/team) before 

calling a balk (umpire’s judgment). Major league (14/15’s) will receive no 
warnings. 

Official Game 
 Rainouts must be rescheduled immediately and played within fourteen 

(14) days. It is the home team’s responsibility to supply dates and times 
for a make-up. There are no suspended games in regular season. 

 To be considered official, five full innings must be played or 4 ½ innings 
if the home team is leading.  

 No inning shall start after 2 ¾ hours (2 hours, 45 minutes) if another 
game is to follow. 

 Rain-Outs/Darkness: Games are official and complete if the game has 
not gone the full seven innings (note the previously referred to rules) if 
the game is stopped due to darkness or rain with field or game being 
unplayable. This is an umpire’s judgment call for safety reasons.  and 



the game is official at that point if gone past the 4 ½ or 
5 innings- if in the middle of an inning the game will 
revert back to the previous inning after 4 ½ or 5innings 
with the away team ahead and that will determine the 
outcome of this official game. 

 
 

Equipment 
 Metal spikes are allowed.  
 Bats must have barrels no more than 2 5/8 inches; there is no weight 

drop limit.  Composite barrel bats only must conform to BBCOR .5.  Babe 
Ruth League rules, paragraph 1.10 apply. 

 Each team shall provide two baseballs prior to the start of the game. 
 Scorebooks are mandatory and are required to be accurate, neat and 

legible.  Umpires’ full names are to be printed in the scorebook for each 
game.  

 Jewelry should not be worn while playing, exceptions being medic alert 
and mandated religious jewelry.  

 Any malicious bat or helmet throwing will result in an ejection. 

Team composition 
 14/15’s Teams may borrow a player from their town’s prep league team 

to provide enough players to start/play game and shall not play pitcher 
or catcher (the 1 and 2 position) during the game. Towns with one prep 
team may utilize 12 year old swing player rostered on their own town’s 
“Cal-Ripken” majors. See official rules. Prep Teams ONLY with two town 
prep teams and no call-up from their 12 year old leagues due to Little 
league rules may borrow players from their other towns prep team 
providing they do not play the 1 or 2 positions and bat last in the line-
up-please announce this to opposing team manager prior to start of 
game. 

 The responsibility for the conduct of the team, fans and parents rests 
with the coaches. No other person other than an official coach or player 
will be allowed in the dugout area without permission of the home plate 
umpire. 

League Championship 
 League standings will be based on a point system.  Three points will be 

awarded for each game won, two points for ties, and 1 for a loss. 
 Tie breakers will be determined in the following order: 

o Wins 
o Head to head play 
o Coin Toss 

 If a game is forfeited, 3 points will go to the winner, 0 to the team that 
forfeits. 

 
 
 
 

 
Revised May 2014 

All other rules per Official Babe Ruth Regulations. 
Any issues should be directed to President of the League. 

 


