
OGYLA TEAM Sportsmanship Program and Guidelines 
 
To support and grow the underlying principals of sportsmanship the Oregon Girls 
Youth Lacrosse Association (OGYLA) has a duty to promote sportsmanship and 
character by teaching, advocating, modeling and enforcing ethical principles, 
while preserving the integrity of the game. To this goal, as well as to promote 
better sportsmanship, the OGYLA is introducing the TEAM Sportsmanship 
program for all 5/6 and 7/8 teams. T E A M stands for four of the key pillars on 
which good sportsmanship is built: (T) teamwork, (E) effort, (A) attitude and (M) 
mental strength.  
 
What: Each coach or team representative will receive a bag of TEAM 
Sportsmanship pins that are intended to last the entire season. For each game 
one player on the opposing team will be selected to receive a TEAM 
Sportsmanship pin for showing exemplary sportsmanship traits during that game. 
 
How:  Each coach should take a few minutes during practices leading up to 
games to mention and reinforce the importance of sportsmanship and the TEAM 
Sportsmanship pins.  

After each game coaches should briefly talk about the word TEAM and the 
subsequent words that make up the acronym and which player on the opposing 
team deserves a TEAM Sportsmanship pin for that game.  

Examples of why a player is considered for a pin should be provided. 
Coaches should encourage suggestions and give examples as needed.  

Coaches should then choose one of their players to present the TEAM 
Sportsmanship pin to the player on the opposing team. 

Following the brief team huddle the coaches and players should line up 
and shake hands or give high fives. Following the handshake line head coaches 
should take 15-30 seconds to confirm if any players have already received a 
Sportsmanship pin multiple times (more than 2x). Please try and avoid giving 
pins to players multiple times as the goal is to have many players get one pin and 
not a couple of players getting multiple pins.  
 
Have fun with this and remember good sportsmanship makes for better games. 
Feel free to submit suggestions and ideas on how OGYLA can make the TEAM 
Sportsmanship program better. Ideas and comments can be submitted to the 
OGYLA Sportsmanship Director. (Evan Denhart evandenhart@mac.com) 


