
The County Needs Your Input! 

What: Arlington County is working to improve how sports fields in Arlington should be used.  

How: Through a survey on their website -- https://projects.arlingtonva.us/athletic-field-

availability-and-utilization/ We recommend you respond on a computer or tablet.  

Have you ever been unhappy 

about your child’s practice or game 

times? Ever wished he or she played  

on fields closer to your house? There  

is such high demand for Arlington’s  

fields that the County has decided to  

define and measure when fields are  

available for permitted and  

non-permitted use.  

What Can You Do: Click on the survey link above no later than 

Thursday, February 25 and provide your input.  

On the survey page, the County provides an information video to help you understand more 

about field usage and key issues. To make this easier for our registrants, especially if you don’t 

have time to watch the full video, ALL is offering some suggestions and guidance for how you 

might want to respond. You might want to read how others have responded before you 

respond.  

Issue Area #1: Drop-in Fields and Field Attributes 

This section asks about drop-in fields (available to the community for non-permitted uses) and 

field attributes. ALL activities do not take place on drop-in fields, but we have ideas about these 

fields anyway, and we have some comments about field attributes.   

• Drop-in fields should be available at the same times that permitted field users are on 

the fields (typically evenings and weekends).  

• Drop-in fields should ONLY be used for drop-in uses; they should not be “borrowed” for 

permitted uses. (Right now, permitted users take up most of the “best” times.)  

• Drop-in fields should have lights to extend the hours they can be used, especially by 

adult players who can play later in the evening than kids. (ALL supports increasing the 

number of lighted athletic fields throughout the County for both drop-in or permitted 

uses because lights are an effective way of increasing available playing hours.)  

• Drop-in fields should be available during all seasons.  

• Converting drop-in fields to synthetic turf would help make them more durable to heavy 

usage. (Right now, drop-in fields tend to be in poor condition.)  

• All diamond fields need lights, batting cages, and fences. Fences are especially 

important for ages 11 and above (safety for spectators).  
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Issue Area #2: Start Times 

This part of the survey looks for input on the best weekday and weekend start times for four 

age groups: 10U, 11-14, 15-17, and adult. You should respond with what start times work best 

for you or your family, but in our experience: 

• Most volunteer coaches can’t start before 5:30 pm on a weekday.  

• Most coaches and families are ok starting at 8:30/9:00 am on Saturday and noon on 

Sunday.  

 

Issue Area #3: End Times 

This part of the survey looks for input on the best weekday and weekend end times for the 

same four age groups: 10U, 11-14, 15-17, and adult. You should respond with what end times 

work best for you and your family, but in our experience: 

 

Parents of kids 
ages: 

Generally prefer that 
activities end by: 

8U 7:30/8:00 pm 

9 – 10 8:00/8:30 pm 

11 – 12 9:00/9:30 pm 

13 – 14 9:30/10:00 pm 

 

This section also asks for input on how sunset times should be considered for scheduling 

purposes. ALL believes that the earliest point of sunset during the month should be considered 

because this will ensure that all scheduled events during that month will have adequate 

daylight. 

Thank You for Taking a Few Minutes to Provide This Input! The County 

Needs to Hear from Many Field Users! 

Did you know that there are a number of very vocal and highly organized Arlington residents 

who take every opportunity to undermine athletic fields in the County? On one hand, they say 

the fields near their homes are overused and noisy and their use should be limited, but on the 

other hand, they say that fields are never used and should be converted to parks. ALL believes 

that all residents are important and that everyone needs to be willing to compromise. AND, we 

will never stop fighting to ensure that our kids have places to play!  

If you would like to know how you can help us protect fields, please send an email to 

Fields@ArlingtonLittleLeague.org. 
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