
 
 
Hello prospective players and parents, 

My name is Dustin White and I am the President of Mountain Vista’s Gold Crown Basketball 
Program.  Thank you for your interest in joining our program – we are excited to have you and look forward 
to an enjoyable season!     

I wanted to take a minute to tell you a bit about myself.  Basketball has been a huge part of my life since I 
was a young kid.  I grew up playing in rec and school leagues in Montana, ultimately playing a couple years 
of college ball in Minnesota.  In addition to playing, I have spent more than a decade in coaching, program 
administration, and private skills training at the middle and high school levels.  Throughout those 
experiences, I have cultivated an incredible passion for the game and believe it can be used as a teaching 
mechanism for developing young adults both on and off the court.  While few of the individuals I’ve worked 
with have become professional athletes, 100% grow up to become members of our society.  To that end, 
our program is founded on principles of integrity, competitiveness, accountability, teamwork, and honor – 
principles which are a matter of effort, not ability. I expect everyone in our program – coaches, players, 
administrators and parents – to uphold those ideals at practices, at games, at school and in our community.  

Over the next couple days, your child will be assessed by an experienced group of evaluators to determine 
placement that is best suited to make the most of their current skill level.  We are committed to ensuring this 
process is as rigorous as possible, bringing together both quantitative and qualitative factors to make 
placement decisions.  In total, each player will be afforded 160 minutes in front of 6 or more evaluators, in a 
variety of situations, to demonstrate their skills and abilities.  While that is a finite amount of time, I believe it 
is sufficient to make an informed decision on where a player should be placed.  As a reminder, these are 
competitive tryouts with our goals being two-fold: 1) put players in the best basketball situation to develop 
their skills and 2) build a solid program which fields as many competitive teams as possible.  Decisions on 
player placement will be made accordingly. 

On the first night of tryouts, there will be a short meeting for parents who have questions about our process.  
This meeting will be for the first 5-10 minutes of the tryout.  After that meeting, we will close the doors to 
eliminate distractions for the kids and evaluators.  Please remember that our coaches and evaluators are 
volunteers; they wouldn’t be here if they didn’t have a passion for the game and the kids.  As such, please 
always assume positive intent.  Also, please note that placement within the Gold Crown program does not 
always indicate how far someone’s basketball career can go, at the high school level…or beyond.   

We anticipate two teams per grade level but we may adjust that on a situational basis.  While the target is to 
notify families of results within two days after the conclusion of tryouts, we consistently have large turnouts 
that may push things out a bit.  Please be patient.  Results will be posted on our website and will 
correspond to the number of the jersey your child wears during tryouts – so don’t forget that number!   

Thanks again for your interest in our program – looking forward to another great season! 

 
Sincerely, 

Dustin White 
President 
Mountain Vista Gold Crown Basketball 


