
Dear Parents and Players, 

 

Starting in the spring of 2015, GBL will be transitioning from National Little League (NLL) to the Intertown Baseball 

League (ITBL). There are several reasons for this change. It was increasingly difficult to get inter league play with nearby 

towns playing Little League. Due to our current numbers, it was also difficult to play the minimum number of games to 

satisfy the NLL requirement.  This past year, we had 3 Majors teams playing against each other 5 times in the season.  In 

addition, we had a strong interest to play at the Majors level in a 50/70 program, and the changes to the Majors division will 

better prepare players graduating from GBL to Babe Ruth. 

 

GBL will still continue to run the T-ball and Minors division AA program without change. The Minors division AAA and 

Majors division will be participating in the ITBL.  There are several nearby towns (Byfield/Newbury, Georgetown, 

Merrimac, Rowley, Salisbury, West Newbury, and Seabrook, NH) that already participate in the Intertown Baseball League 

and we believe it is a good fit for Groveland Baseball League.   

 

You may notice when it comes time to register your child, there are new restrictions relative to Groveland residency and/or 

attending Bagnall Elementary School. In addition, there are new age brackets for division eligibility. Generally speaking, the 

Minors division AAA is ages 9 and 10 and the Majors division is ages 11 and 12. 

 

The AAA division will be moving to our current Majors field for playing. And our Majors division, who will see the most 

changes, will be transitioning to the 50/70 style field that is currently our AAA field.  A new outfield fence will be installed 

between the AA and new Majors fields soon. The new scoreboard will be installed behind the bullpen in the early spring. 

 

The AAA division will see minor changes, such as playing on the Majors field and traveling to other towns in the ITBL for 

approximately fifty percent of the games.  

 

The new Majors division changes include the following: 

 

1. Extension of the base paths (seventy feet between the bases)and distance from the pitchers mound to home plate (fifty feet 

from the pitcher’s mound to home plate. 

2. Travel will be involved for ~50% of the games. 

3. The dropped third strike rule (we implemented this last year during regular season) 

 

4. Leading off base for advancement. 

5. Balks. 

 

6. Pitch counts remain pretty much the same.  

 

The GBL Board of Directors and the coaching staff for the 2015 spring season will be ready to lead our teams in a fun, more 

competitive environment including fundamental instruction as well as concentrating on good sportsmanship.  

 

We are excited about the direction GBL is headed in the new 2015 spring season. We hope it will be a smooth transition. The 

new season will be exciting and give our players a great baseball experience. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please email grovelandbaseball@gmail.com.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

GBL Board of Directors 
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