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MTZ YOUTH BASEBALL & SOFTBALL FARM COACH MANUAL 
 
You’ve committed to volunteer as a COACH for an MTZ Youth FARM Softball or Baseball Team.     
In this manual, we will cover the various aspects of Farm season and offer guidance. Should you  
still have questions, please reach out to a Board Member and/or any past or present coaches. 

 

MTZ YOUTH         

SPORTS WEBSITE 

 

Be sure to create an account on the MTZ Youth Sports website if you have not already 

done so. This is the website you will use to facilitate scheduling, communications, etc. 
 

REGISTRATION & 

PLAYER DRAFT 

 

Registration will open around mid-March and close around mid-May. Once registration is 

officially closed, the Board will host a FARM LEAGUE DRAFT. The draft date will be 

communicated to any Coaches or Assistant Coaches that volunteered during the 

registration process. The draft is designed and coordinated for coaches of each league to 

take turns selecting players that have registered. Prior to draft day, any children of the 

Coach or Assistant Coach on a particular team will be assigned together. 
 

ROSTERS 

 

Once the Farm League Draft Day has concluded, each player will be assigned to their 

respective roster within the registration system. At that time, Team Rosters will be visible 

on the MTZ Youth Sports website. The Board will notify all Coaches once rosters have 

been finalized. 
 

COMMUNICATION 

 

WEBSITE:  Once you and your players are registered and assigned to a Farm League 

Roster, you will be able to add practice events to your team schedule. Please see Website 

Instruction Manual provided at orientation. Any schedule changes and/or updates that you 

make in the system will push out an email notification to players & guardians that are 

registered in the system and assigned to your roster. You will also be able to send out any 

email communication to your team through the website. Please see Website Instruction Manual. 
 

MOBILE APP:  Once your players are registered through the website and assigned to your 

roster, email parents and remind them to download the SSU PLAY mobile app. This app 

will allow players’ families to access the schedule, as well as adjust the settings to receive 

text message notifications for any schedule changes. 
 

PLAYER FEES 

 

REGISTRATION: All Farm League Registration Fees are due upon registration. The price 

ranges from $65 - $90 depending on the age division. If a player does not pay at the time 

of registration, reminders will be sent to the players for outstanding balances, periodically. 

You may also be asked to remind parents occasionally to pay any outstanding balances. 
*If there is any player that is not able to make the registration fee payment, please reach out to a 

Board Member, as scholarships are available upon request. 
 

JERSEY: Each Player will be required to purchase a Farm League Jersey during the 

registration process. Most jersey will cost between $10-$20. Once jerseys are received, 

the Board will distribute to each Coach for distribution to players. 
 

UNIFORM: Each player is asked to purchase their own baseball/softball pants, glove, and 

cleats (cleats are recommended, not required). Coaches should recommend PLAY IT 

AGAIN SPORTS in Decatur for affordable prices on these items. 
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EQUIPMENT 

 

LEAGUE PROVIDED: Each Coach will receive a set of catcher’s gear, batting helmets, 

several bats, softballs and a scorebook. Each coach will be given access and instruction 

to the storage area for the portable pitching mounds, pitching machines and bases. 

Throughout the season, if equipment becomes damaged, please reach out to a Board 

Member regarding replacement. Additionally, you are ask to RETURN all equipment at the 

conclusion of your practice and/or game, unless you have coordinated with the Coach 

following you on the field to pick up equipment at the conclusion of their event.  
 

*PITCHING MOUNDS, BASES, & PITCHING MACHINES are not to be left on the field. 
 

PLAYER PROVIDED: Each Player will need to purchase their own fielding glove, 

baseball/softball pants, cleats/tennis shoes, & infield face mask (softball).  
 

HELPFUL HINT: It is a smart idea for Coaches to purchase a “spare” fielding glove for forgetful players. 
 

UNIFORM 

 

The Farm League uniform will consist of a Player Jersey (purchased during registration) 

and white or grey baseball/softball pants. Recommend to your player that they purchase a 

pair of cleat (no metal spikes), but they are not required. Tennis shoes are fine for play, if 

desired. Hats will be made available to each player for purchase, but also are not required. 
 

FUNDRAISER 

 

At the time of registration, each player will be prompted to pre-pay for a book of 10 raffle 

tickets. They will receive this Raffle ticket book from you (Coach) at the first practice. You 

will receive the Raffle Ticket book at the Draft Day. Please remind players periodically to 

get them turned in. They can give them to you or drop them off at any Concession Stand. 

All Raffle ticket stubs are due by the end of the last regular season game. Players 

(guardians) should keep the cash collected since the tickets are pre-paid at registration. 

Only the stubs should be returned. 
 

The Raffle Drawing will take place in late August and will be announced on the website and 

social media. 
 

PICTURES 

 

A Team & Induvial Picture Day will be scheduled during the season. Once that date is set, 

it will be communicated to each Coach. You are asked to enter it in to the scheduling 

system. Photos are taken by Miller Sports Photography. A photo packet will be provided 

to Coaches to distribute to players at a practice, there are various package pricing options 

ranging from $12 and up. 
 

SCHEDULE 

 

PRACTICES: Farm League Practice Season begins the first week of June. During Draft 

Day, coaches will be able to work with other coaches to determine a set weekly practice 

time and location for their respective teams. MTZ diamonds 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 9, 10 & the Dalton 

City softball diamond can be used for practices. Once games begin, whether or not you 

continue with a weekly practice is entirely at the discretion of the Coach. 
 

Any and all practices must be scheduled through the MTZ Youth Sports Website and 

cannot conflict with another team’s reservation. 
 

GAMES: Farm League Games will begin the first week of July and conclude mid-

August (prior to the start of school). Most leagues will have 1-2 games per week, 

with the occasional Saturday game.  
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FACILITIES USAGE 

 

MAINTENANCE: Facilities and field maintenance are all handled by parent volunteers. This 

includes coaches and assistant coaches. You are asked to respect the diamonds and 

always supervise players to avoid any damage or disrespect to the facilities. Prior to 

leaving, please rake the field, especially around bases. 
 

*MTZ Youth Sports League operates with the philosophy “LEAVE IT AS YOU FOUND IT” for all 

diamonds and facilities. REMINDER – Please return any equipment at the end of your practice and/or 

game to the storage facility.  
 

TRASH: Please be certain to pick up any personal items and/or trash in the dugouts, field, 

bleacher area and perimeter, prior to leaving. Remind players to do so, this provides a 

valuable lesson to players to respect the facilities and space around them.  
 

LOST & FOUND: If there are any items left behind that do not belong to one of your players, 

you can drop it off at any concession stand to be held at the LOST & FOUND. 
 

UMPIRES 

 

Umpires for the Farm League will be scheduled by a Board Member. Most umpires are 

older youth players, aged 12 – 18 years of age. Please be patient, respectful and kind. 

Many of the PEEWEE league games may not have an Umpire at all. In this case, you can 

make the “OUT” calls yourself (coaches), or you can ask for a parent volunteer. Often, this 

can be a parent who is also assisting with infield and outfield players and the Coach Pitcher. 
 

For MUSTANG & BRONCO Leagues, a plate and base ump will be provided. Again, these 

are likely High School ages players. Please be patient and helpful. This is a learning, 

community experience for them. 
 

Should you have any repeated issues or areas of concern with a particular umpire, please 

do note hesitate to reach out to a Board Member. We will take the opportunity to offer 

constructive criticism to the youth umpire, or to re-arrange the schedule. 
 

CONCESSIONS 

 

Concession services will be available during most farm league games. There is a 

Concession Stand behind Diamond 1 (near Diamonds 2 & 3) and another Concession 

Stand behind Diamond 10 (near Diamonds 7 & 9). Should either of these stands not be 

open for a home game, the Board will attempt to post a notification on social media the 

day of the event. Please always remind players to bring personal water jugs to stay 

hydrated and not count solely on water being available at Concessions. 
 

END OF SEASON 

 

All equipment must be returned immediately following final game. Any equipment not 

returned will be subject to a replacement fee. Additionally, registration & participation for 

upcoming seasons will be suspended until equipment has been returned. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


