
HPC Coed Softball Tournament 
Playing Rules 

 
 
 

1.   3-Game Guarantee.  
-Games are 7 innings or No new inning after 35 minutes; home team will complete last at bat (if  
  needed.)  
-Championship game will be 7 innings or no new inning after 1 hour and 15 minutes 
-The “International Tie Breaker” will determine tied scores. Last out of prior inning will begin the  
  tie breaker inning at 2nd base 
-Teams must be at the field and ready to play 15 minutes before their scheduled game time.  
-The home and visiting teams will be determined by a coin toss prior to the beginning of  
  the game.  

 
 
2.  Each team must turn in official batting line up provided by tournament officials.  Guys  

and girls must alternate through the line up.  This means that guys follow the same guy and girls 
follow the same girl, alternating throughout the lineup.  

For example: Dave wouldn’t bat directly after Pete, Cindy would move up in the order as follows 
Pete/Cindy/Dave/Kim. Pete would always bat after Dave, but the girl in between would change. 
  
      Guys      Girls  
      Dave     Cindy 

                    John      Kim 
      Eric        Sara 
      Mike      Sally 

                    Pete 
 
3.    Each batter gets one pitch to swing and hit.  

-The batter is allowed ONE foul.  
-If the batter swings and misses or does not swing at all, it is an out.  If the batter fouls the second  
  pitch off, it is an out. 
-If a ball bounces, the pitch may be hit.  
-You pitch to your own team, so each team must supply its own pitcher, whom also must be in 
the  team’s batting order.  All players must bat, even if not playing the field. 

 
4.     Offensive pitchers must not interfere with the play. 

- If the offensive pitcher interferes with a live ball or  live play, the batter will be   
  declared out  and base runners must return to the base previously occupied (umpires discretion).  

 
5.     Defensive Pitchers must have at least one foot in the circle from the time the ball is pitched, until the  
         time the  ball is hit. 

 
6.      Males are required to bat opposite their natural batting stance. 

-  When an opponent questions the validity of a batter’s initial stance, the opponent has the right  
    to have the batter switch to the opposite side of the plate.  Once the batter has been made to  
    switch, the batter will stay on the “opposite” side for the remainder of the game.  A batter cannot 
    be switched more than once per game. 



 
7.       Teams will play (9) players.  

-  At least (4) of the players on the field must be female.  
              -  At least (2) girls must play infield, excluding catcher position.  At least (1) girl must play in the 
     outfield.  

-  Teams must have a minimum of (8) players on the field to play a game. 
 
 
8.       Game balls will be provided by HP Athletics.  Guys will hit a 12 inch ball and girls will hit 11 inch. If a  
           guy hits an 11 inch softball into play, it will result in an automatic out. 
 

 
9.        There is a maximum (3) home run limit per team per game.  

-  This applies to male players only.  
-  An out will be called for each home run hit by a male player after the (3) home run limit is  
    reached. 
- “You hit it, you get it”! All teams are required to retrieve their home run balls. 

 
10.        Mercy Rule  

-  15 runs after 3 innings 
-  10 runs after 5 inning 

 
11.        Picking Up Players 

-  A team can pick up a maximum of 2 players to replace injured players only; must be of same  
                 gender 

-  A team can only pick up players to complete team of 9 players.  Team cannot pick up players to  
                 exceed the 9 player minimum. 
 


