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COVID-19 SPECIAL RULES FOR 2021 REGULAR SEASON*
Slo-Pitch National (SPN) has issued the following recommended guidelines (https://www.slo-pitch.com/content/guidelines) for leagues such as WESA to operate
during the COVID-19 pandemic. These guidelines have been approved by The BC Government, Health Authorities, and the Vancouver Parks Department for
permits to commence May 30, 2021. The guidelines are as follows:
FOLLOW ALL GOVERNMENT HEALTH REGULATIONS & MANDATES
1. This includes Provincial, City and Municipal restrictions – all Laws and
Bylaw’s must be adhered to at all times.
2. Leagues and Event Coordinators are advised to review with their local
permit officers/municipal contacts their specific requirements to ensure
they understand all necessary requirements.
PERSONAL PROTECTION
1. Do not come to the game if you are ill, show any symptoms or have been
around someone who is ill.
2. The use of a mask or face shield is recommended.
3. The use of personal fitted batting gloves at all times is recommended.
4. The use of individual antibacterial hand sanitizer is recommended.
5. The use of individual bats is recommended.
6. Each team will be supplied 2 balls that the team must wipe down with
disinfectant wipes before each defensive inning.
7. Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.
8. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or into your elbow when
coughing or sneezing
9. Do not spit.
10. Wash your hands often.
11. Scorekeepers will be verbally read names from the coaches with no
physical exchange of roster sheets.
ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE AT THE FIELDS
12. Arrive no more than 15-minutes maximum before scheduled game time.
13. Leave facilities immediately upon game completion.
14. There will be absolutely no congregating at parks, facilities or parking
areas before or after your game.
15. WESA will provide a waiting area (see maps below) at each diamond for
teams.
PHYSICAL DISTANCING DURING THE GAME
16.
17.
18.
19.

There will be a no contact, “no handshakes or high fiving”.
No warm-up before games. Personal stretching is allowed.
Ground rules shall be provided to team representative before the game.
During batting, players will need to line up along the fence outside of the
diamond spread out accordingly.

20. The dug out will only be used by the on-deck batter, or participants can
physical distance accordingly to space available.
21. Coaches will stand at least 2 meters away from 1st and 3rd base at all
times; however, it is recommended that base coaches stay behind
fenced area.
22. A strike mat will be in use and the catcher will be positioned at least 2
meters behind the mat.
23. Where multiple diamonds are being utilized it is recommended that
staggered scheduling be implemented to minimize over-crowding.
24. A dedicated area (see maps below) will represent where the next
scheduled team is to meet, until such time when they have been cleared
to approach the diamond by the umpire or when it is apparent that the
previous team occupants have vacated the facility
25. Immediately upon the completion of the game, all members will leave the
diamond area.
26. Spectators must sit physically distanced from team members and other
spectators and kept to a minimum.
27. No coaching conferences or group huddles.
28. All garbage must be collected and removed by each team after the
game.
UMPIRES
29. It is recommended that umpires wear a mask or face shield.
30. Umpires will provide further detailed ground rules on an as needed basis
observing the necessary distancing before the game begins.
31. There will be no exchange of lineup cards, teams will keep score with
their own scorekeeping books.
32. It is suggested that the umpire utilize a small notepad for necessary
game management.
33. Umpires will stand where they are comfortable calling the game, and at
least 2 meters away from the catcher and batter.
34. Umpire conferences are to be kept to a minimum adhering to distancing
requirements.
Teams and or players who do not adhere to the suggestions put forth by
league and event organizers risk being refused to participate.
These measures are being considered and adopted by volunteers who are
trying to organize a sport this season that will allow participants to enjoy the
game. It is imperative that all participants conduct themselves in a respectful
and sportsmanlike manner. Failure to accept the necessary measures put
forward by league or event organizers shall not be tolerated.

*If you have any questions, please email Rules & Regulations Commissioner, Sean C., at RulesAndRegulations@WESA.net. Any other questions & comments
are always welcomed at Commission@WESA.net. Thank you for your patience during these challenging times.
Your WESA 2021 Commission
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