
 

Ellington Little League End of Year Status Report 

 

2018 concluded as another successful year of Ellington Little League.   Our 2018 season kicked 
off in February with our annual baseball bash and continued through the Spring, Summer, and 
Fall.  This season we were proud to support league play at the Juniors, Majors, Minors, Farm, 
and Instructional/Tee-Ball level.   On behalf of the Board of Directors for Ellington Little League 
and I’m sure the parents and players we would like to thank all of our volunteer managers, 
coaches, scorekeepers, announcers, field prep assistance, and fans that serve as the backbone 
of our league.  Without our volunteers there would be no Ellington Little League, so thank you to 
all that helped out, and for all that you do. 

This year the Ellington Little League Board will be saying good-bye to Joe Parlante, Dan 
Bontempo, Pat Sgarlata, Jim Laughlin, Paul Catalano, Mike Murphy, Scott Viviano, and Jess 
Patterson.  The league thanks you for all the hard work and long hours you have put into league 
operations.  Derek Baehre will be stepping down as President but will remain active with the 
Board in an Advisor capacity. 

New members of the Board that will be assuming roles in November are John Martello, Tom 
Macaluso, Andrew McNamar, Darlene Beaudry, Jessica Hebert, Beth Shaw, and Chris 
Weigand.   Welcome aboard and thank you for your commitment to Ellington Little League.   
 

Overall ELL had a successful year in delivering a high-quality baseball experience from our Tee- 
Ball/Instructional through our Juniors divisions.  Along with the various levels of play, Ellington 
Little League supported successful Spring, Summer, and Fall Seasons.  Ellington Little League 
presented 3 teams in the post-season All-Star competition.   All 3 of our All-Star teams earned 
victories in post season play.  Our 10,9, 8-year-old All Star team was successful in capturing the 
District 8 championship and advanced to the Sectional Championship.  To close out the year we 
were able to place a Minors and Majors team in the South Windsor wooden bat Fall league, 
both teams did great and advanced past the first round of the playoffs.  Additionally, we were 
able to support a Fall instructional program to continue to develop skills and fundamentals for 
the league’s younger players. 

In addition to our Spring League, Summer, Fall and All-Star seasons, Ellington Little League 
hosted the Section 4 championship for the 12-year-old All Star tournament. The tournament was 
won by Manchester who went onto to represent CT in the State Tournament.  This is the 3rd 
Sectional or State final championship Ellington has hosted in the last 5 years.  Both District 8 
and Section 4 were very grateful for our willingness to host.  They were equally impressed and 
commented on the quality of the volunteers we brought to the table to ensure the facilities were 
in order and we had the experience to follow the stringent guidelines of official tournament 
games.   Along with all of our volunteers we would like to thank the Ellington Public Works 
Department for all the work they put into our fields from the first day of practice until we pack 
everything up before the snow hits Brookside Park. 

This year the Board voted on and passed a change to the Instructional and Tee Ball program to 
combine them into a single league.  The idea and goal of this change was to create a larger 



coaching pool that would be able to provide more extensive coaching and instruction at the 
most important stage of player developing to help our youngest players develop an appreciation 
for the fundamentals of baseball and team sports.   Based on feedback from our annual survey 
this was viewed as mostly a positive change and the Board will consider continuing this 
approach through the 2019 season.   

Financial Results  

Ellington Little League continues to maintain a healthy financial position.  This year our league 
revenues were just over $55,000 against just over $51,000 in expenses.  Our revenues were 
slightly down from 2017 primarily based on a slight reduction in the number of players in the 
league.  Expense increase in 2018 was based on the purchase of new bats to meet the USA 
baseball standard and the purchase of a tarping system that can be utilized to keep fields dry 
during periods of heavy rain.   

The Board is currently exploring a number of options in which our current cash balance could be 
utilized  to invest in improvements for the league.  These items include but are not limited to: 
improvement/replacement of press boxes, creating a lighted field, and continued improvements 
and upgrades to uniforms and equipment.   

We would also like to thank all of our sponsors as they play a huge role in the leagues funding 
and our ability to provide high quality uniforms and equipment for our players.  

Teams and Enrollment  

Unfortunately, participation in Little League programs has been in a steady decline across the 
country over the last several years.   However, Ellington Little League’s enrollment and 
participation decline has been at a much lower rate than the national average.  The following is 
a break out of number of players we had participate in each league from Tee Ball/Instructional 
through Juniors for our Spring league.  The numbers below do not include the number of 
players that participated in the All Star, Summer, or Fall seasons.   

Tee Ball/Instructional – 7 teams  77 Players 

Farm 4 Teams  44 Players 

Minors – 4 Teams 50 Players  

Majors – 4 Teams 47 Players (start of season was 44, players were called up due to injury 
during season). 

Juniors – 3 Teams 39 players 

Total Players in Spring baseball – 257 

Our league numbers for your younger players, ages 6-9 remain very strong and we are hoping 
we can reverse the current trend and get our league numbers back to over 300 within the next 
few years. 



Field Conditions and Facilities 

Brookside Park and our baseball fields continue to remain amongst the best facilities and fields 
in the region.   This year a tarp system was acquired to allow quicker turnaround for our fields 
during periods of heavy rain, especially during playoff and All-Star season when game 
scheduling is critically important.  The league also invested in new sound system that was put 
on display during the All-Star games that we hosted for our 12, 11, and 10-year-old teams.   

This year we were able to expand our fields location and through the assistance of Ellington 
Public Works we were able to establish an additional practice facility at Crystal Lake School.   

The Board continues to evaluate both small and large capital improvements to the fields ranging 
from minor improvements to the fields to investing and installing lights to support night practices 
and games. 

 

Parent Feedback 

At the conclusion of the All-Star tournament season Ellington Little League administered its 
annual satisfaction survey.  This year we received 25 responses and we continue to encourage 
greater participation in the annual survey.  The Board utilizes this information to continue to 
focus on the items that the league is performing well in and areas in which we can improve 
upon.   

The evaluation measurement is on a scale of 1 to 10 with 1 being poor and 10 being excellent.   

Additional questions were scored as yes, no, sometimes, or not sure.   

1. How would you rate your overall experience in the 2018 Ellington Little League Program? 
- 7.68 (on scale of 1-10, 1 being poor 10 being excellent) 

2. Do you believe your child played at the appropriate competitive level? 
a. Yes – 19 
b. No – 3 
c. Not Sure-  3  

3. How were the field conditions at Brookside Park?  
a. The Fields were well maintained – 20 
b. The fields were ok but could be better – 4 
c. The fields were in poor condition 

4. Were the Manages and Coaches prepared for practices? 
a. Yes – 19 
b. Sometimes – 3 
c. No – 2 
d. Not Sure – 1 

 



5. Were the Manages and Coaches prepared for games? 
a. Yes – 19 
b. Sometimes – 4 
c. No – 2 

6. Were schedules and events provided in a timely manner? 
a. Yes – 18 
b. Sometimes – 3 
c. No – 3 
d. Not Sure – 1  

7. Do you believe the tryouts and evaluation process was fair?  
a. Yes – 15 
b. No – 6  
c. Not Sure – 4 

8. Were the umpires courteous and respectful? 
a. Yes – 22 
b. Sometimes – 3 

9. Were the fees paid commensurate with the services provided 
a. Yes - 15 
b. No – 4 
c. Not sure – 6 

10. How often do you go to the concession stand during the baseball season? 
a. One in a while – 11 
b. Often – 6 
c. Every game- 4 
d. Never – 4 

Along with questions above the league also requested additional feedback: 

The majority of comments were related to: 

• Player development should take precedence over winning and championships 
• Communication regarding league events and decisions can be more proactive 

and transparent 
• Confusion around concession stand fee and activity should be resolved 

In closing the 2018 Ellington Little League sponsored another year of successful, Spring, All 
Star, Summer, and Fall baseball.  The league will continue to strive to improve, and continue to 
focus on the items we do well.  We are always looking for volunteers so please do not hesitate 
to reach out to the Board, no experience required just a positive mindset on how we can make 
Little League a great experience for the children of Ellington. 

 

2018 Ellington Little League Board of Directors 

 


