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Fan Cam! 
 

      
    
Come on out to the playoff games!  Bring the family!  There’s some great baseball to see! 
 
       

   The Hot Corner! 
  
The last week of the regular season saw some exciting games as teams jockey for final playoff 
seeding!  Check www.playlegendsbaseball.com for the brackets of our local “Fall Classic”! 
 
19+ Division:  The Nationals and the Squirrels face off in a prelude to what could be a 
“Legendary” championship game if the two teams can navigate the quarters and semi’s like they 
did the regular season.  But then “there can be only one” undefeated team … who was it?  And 
can any other team manage to take either of them down in the playoffs?  Not looking likely, but 
then “that’s why they play the games”!  This week the Hurricanes blow over the Senators, 
Orioles fly high over the Mavericks and the Blue Hens take it to the 30+ champion Padres.   
 
30+ Division:  The Padres suffer rare back-to-back losses (but then it took the young guns from 
19+ to do it).  The Explorers, Expos, Redlegs and Rebels all emerge victorious as playoff 
seedings are decided!  Will the Firefighters, Eagles, Cardinals or Isotopes play spoiler or 
Cinderella? 



 
Legends of the Week! 

 
19+ Division:   
 
Andrew “Speedy” Goad and Tom Blazek of the Nationals for creating some walk-off heroics 
in the week’s most exciting matchup of undefeated teams!  Check out the “Game Summaries” 
for more! 
 
Honorable Mention to the Hurricane’s closer Alex Budnik for getting the call with the game tied 
after 4 innings and allowing only 2 earned runs for the final five innings while his team’s offense 
puts up 10 runs for the win. 
 

 
Budnik closing it out from the Pfitzner mound 

 
30+ Division:   
 
Sean Newborn of the Rebels for his tone-setting two-run HR to pace the Rebs to their first 
victory of the season. 
 
Honorable Mention to the entire offensive lineup of the Redlegs for pounding out over 20 hits 
and having eight players with a multi-hit day … wow! 
 
 
Make someone’s week on your team!  Nominate them for “Legend of the Week” and send a 
picture!  Everyone has that one ‘break out’ game where they were the magic for your team, win 
or lose.  Recognize them with a shout out in the Commish Corner!  Please remember to send 
along a photo of your nominated player if you can! 
 
 

 



Team Game Summaries 
 

Game reports by the managers. Photos are courtesy of “The Commish” or  
Legends League photographers unless credits otherwise given 

 
 

 
The Orioles (19+) 
 
Orioles plate 13 en-route to their third win in a row Sunday afternoon. The pitching was 
anchored by Matt DiCriscio allowing 4 runs on 4 hits over 4 innings while recording 3 
strikeouts. The offense was firing on all cylinders early plating 2 in the first inning. Aggressive 
base running and some lively bats got the job done on this chilly evening in October. 
 
The Orioles face the Senators in the quarterfinals this Sunday. 
 
 

 
 
The Nationals (19+) 
 
Week 7 vs. Flying Squirrels 
 
After a week off due to rain the Flying Squirrels and the Nationals put their undefeated 5-0 
records on the line in their first meeting since the Spring 2013 Championship game. The 
Nationals jumped out to a 1-0 lead in the first inning on a single and a run scored by leadoff 
batter Al Torres. In the top of the 3rd, the Nationals were able to tack on 2 more runs on a double 
by Chris Herald and some rare fielding errors by the Squirrels. In the top of the 4th the Squirrels 
benefited from a walk and a passed ball to chalk up a run to bring the score to 3-1.  The game 
remained tight and the Squirrels took advantage of some uncharacteristic Nationals mistakes and 
a double by Blair Delean to score 2 runs and tie the game 3-3 in the top of the 8th. The Nationals 
came to bat in the bottom of the 9th with the chance to walk off - and walk-off they did. Andrew 
Goad drew a walk to lead off the inning and stole second two pitches later.  With a 2-2 
count, Tom B. stroked a line drive single to right field and the speedy Andrew scored to win the 
game 4-3.  
 
The Nationals, as a result of being the only undefeated team in the league, get a bye in this 
week’s quarterfinals and face the winner of the Canes - Blue Hens game in the semi’s.   
 
 
 



 
 

  
The Hurricanes (19+) 
 
Week 7 vs. Senators 
 
Having not played at Pfitzner Stadium in a while, the perfect grass and infield seemed to 
motivate the Hurricanes, who came out of their hitting slump from the previous game in a big 
way against the Senators this week. 
 
In a prelude to what is expected to be next week's quarterfinal playoff game between these two 
teams, the game started out for the first half of the game like past Canes-Senators matchups of 
the past two seasons - both teams exchanged small leads through four innings of play resulting in 
a 7-7 tie entering the 5th inning. 
 
After the Canes chalked up a couple runs in the top of the 5th, enter Alex "I'm here!" Budnik 
(queue Mettalica music here) who, while only showing up for two games this season, made 
today another quality 5 inning outing, allowing only 2 earned runs the remainder of the 9 inning 
game.  Meanwhile, the Canes' Nick Dean, Bryan Stoutenburgh and David Kellmel led the 
offensive charge for the next four innings, each with extra base hits into the spacious Pfitzner 
outfield, to add another 8 runs to the count and insuring the victory and home field advantage for 
the upcoming quarterfinal game. 
 
Thanks to Wayne Stevens and the Commish for the opportunity to play at Pfitzner! 
 
The Hurricanes face the Blue Hens this week in the quarterfinals 
 
 

  
The Senators (19+) 
 
Week 7 vs. Hurricanes  
 
Coach Wayne Stevens could not be reached for comment this week, but was seen burning the 
season’s scorebook reportedly as an offering to the pitching gods in hopes for “good juju” in his 
team’s upcoming playoff game. 
 
The Senators face the Orioles in the quarterfinals this week 



Week 7 action from the 19+ Division! 
 

    
 

 
 

        

   
 

Photos courtesy of Janice Budnik



 
The Redlegs (30+) 
 
Week 7 vs. Eagles 
 
The Redlegs continued their quest to take the Legends 30+ division by thumping a young and 
talented Eagles squad 16-3.  Hats off to Codi and Jen putting together an expansion team that 
will probably be a force to be reckoned with in the future. 
  
Offensive standouts for the Redlegs this week: 
  Donnie  3 for 4, 3R 2-2B, 2RBI 
  Justin    3 for 4, R, 2B 3RBI 
  Nelson  3 for 3, 2RBI 
  Rob      2 for 3, 2R, BB, SB 
  Swifty   2 for 3, 2RBI 
  Greg     2 for 4, 2R, 2B, SB 
  Mark     2 for 4, 2R, 2B, RBI 
  Vic       2 for 4, R, RBI, SB 
 
The Redlegs take on the Rebels in the quarterfinals this week. 
 

 

 
    

The Eagles  (30+) 
 
Week 7 vs. Redlegs 
 
The effects of budget cuts, sequestration and the government shutdowns finally got to the Eagles 
this week, and the book keeping of a 16-3 loss to the Redlegs still haven't been accounted for.  
The stars of the game for the Eagles though goes to Chris Sia who singled, stole 2 bases and 
scored one run, and Carlos Torres who also added a single and a run.  Dom DiFatta worked his 
way into a couple of scoreless innings pitching against the Redlegs.  But the opposition just came 
out too strong, and after DiFatta exited in the fifth the Eagles coaching staff even had to come 
out to throw what looked like batting practice to the Redlegs.  
 
The Eagles are now hopeful to grow on their first regular season in Legends now, and put up a 
good fight in the playoffs! Good luck everyone! 
 
The Eagles face the defending champion Padres in the quarterfinals this week. 
 
 



Week 7 action from the 30+ Division! 
 

     
 
 

  
The Rebels (30+) 
 
Week 7 vs. Isotopes 
 
Rebels win! They finally figured out how to end up with more runs than their opponent! Behind 
solid starting pitching by Dave Narins and an offense that spent last week in the batting cage, the 
Rebels started to look like their old selves,  Sean Newborn set the tone by greeting the Isotopes 
with a 2-run blast over the left field fence in the 1st as Mike Weglian broke out with a key 2-run 
RBI.  Rebels hitters came thru up and down the line up and even managed to close the game with 
their in absentia pitching staff.  
 
The Rebels face the Redlegs in the quarterfinals this week. 

 
 

 

 
 

The Commish (visual approximation), rather perplexed, tries to answer the  
question of who’s going to win the championships this season. 

 



 
Umpires Corner! 
 
by Greg Budnik, Legends Umpire 
 
When does a run count during the third out of an inning? 
 
Situation (for all examples below):  Bases loaded.  Two outs.  Let’s go ahead and make it the 
bottom of the ninth and the score is tied, just for fun. 
 
Play A:  The batter hits a ground ball, fair, about 60’ just inside the first base line.  Seeing that 
he will be tagged out for the third out, the batter stops about 30’ from the plate, along the base 
line so the first baseman either has to tag him or run/throw to first base, in the hopes that the 
runner from third will score before the out is made.  Instead simply tagging the bag, the first 
baseman decides to tag the batter-baserunner, but after the runner from third has crossed the 
plate.  DOES THE RUN COUNT? 
 
Play B:  The batter hits a ground ball to the second baseman.  The second baseman fields it, but 
throws errantly to the first baseman in the dirt and the ball appears to get by the first baseman.  
The runner, seeing this after stepping on and passing first base, makes a move towards second.  
Seeing this, the first baseman quickly tags the runner while he’s past first base, but in foul 
territory.  The runner from third scored after the runner hit first and before the tag was applied to 
the runner.  DOES THE RUN COUNT? 
 
Play C:  The batter hits a ground ball to the second baseman, who throws wide of first base, 
pulling the first baseman off the bag, but he still catches the ball.  The runner successfully 
overruns first and does not try for second.  The runner from third scores and the other runners 
advance one base.  Just then the catcher loudly yells “He didn’t touch first base!” and the first 
baseman, still with the ball, tags the runner before he walks back to first base.  The first base 
umpire calls the batter-runner out, who indeed did miss first base.  DOES THE RUN COUNT? 
 
Play D:  Same as Play C, but while running through first base, the batter-baserunner turns his 
ankle badly and crashes to the ground past first base.  After the other runners advance and the 
runner from third scores, the first base umpire calls “Time” due to the injury.  During the time-
out dead ball, the catcher tells to his first baseman that the runner missed first base because he 
fell before he got to the base and never actually hit the base when running/falling past it.  When 
live play is resumed by the plate umpire, the pitcher takes his position on the pitcher’s rubber, 
goes to the stretch position, then steps off and throws to first, announcing as he does that the 
runner missed first (a standard “appeal” play).  The first base umpire then calls out the batter-
runner, who indeed did miss first base while crashing to the ground as a result of his turned 
ankle.  DOES THE RUN COUNT?  



 
 
 
THE ANSWERS!  Let’s see how you did … 
 
MLB Rule 4.09 applies here: 
 
“(a) One run shall be scored each time a runner legally advances to and touches first, second, 
third and home base before three men are put out to end the inning. EXCEPTION: A run is not 
scored if the runner advances to home base during a play in which the third out is made (1) by 
the batter-runner before he touches first base; (2) by any runner being forced out; or (3) by a 
preceding runner who is declared out because he failed to touch one of the bases. 
(b) When the winning run is scored in the last half-inning of a regulation game, or in the last half 
of an extra inning, as the result of a base on balls, hit batter or any other play with the bases full 
which forces the runner on third to advance, the umpire shall not declare the game ended until 
the runner forced to advance from third has touched home base and the batter-runner has 
touched first base.” 
 
PLAY A:   Contrary to what some may think is a “timing play”, this is not.  As noted above, 
under 4.09(a)(1), the batter-runner did not touch first base and thus the run DOES NOT count. 
 
  (By the way, Play “A” occurred in a Legends game recently and led to some confusion amongst all involved) 
 
PLAY B:  Applying the same rule, in this play the batter-runner does legally touch first.  Since 
the runner scored before the tag was made, the run DOES count. 
 
PLAY C:  This is largely the same play as Play A above, in that the batter-runner did not touch 
first base and the ball still being live, was put out by the first baseman before the batter-runner 
touched first.  Thus, the run DOES NOT count. 
 
PLAY D:  If you got this one right without looking it up, you oughta consider umpiring!  This is 
a tougher one because the intervening ‘dead ball’ situation tends to throw some folks off, but it’s 
the same as A & C:  Since the batter-runner never touched first and he was the third out, the run 
DOES NOT count. 
 
 
 
 
If you have a call from a game you’d like to contribute for analysis by Legends’ umpires, please 
email them to ron@playlegends.com  
 
 
 


