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Fan Cam! 
 

   
“Hmm, is he going to catch it?” Feeling “under the gun?” “I’m not cheering until they score!” 
 
 
       
The Hot Corner! 
 
Beautiful weather for the first week of the season blesses Legends as the league adds new 
expansion teams and gets underway for another great season.  A big welcome to the Blue Hens 
and Orioles in the 19+ division and the Eagles (wow … that’s a lot of different types of birds) 
and the Isotopes (yeah … you heard me right … get ready to go “nuclear” this fall!) in the 30+ 
division.  Tell your family members, parents, children, spouses and “significant others” to come 
out to watch some great baseball this fall! 
 
19+ Division:  The perennial favorites – Nationals, Hurricanes and Flying Squirrels - all carry 
the day in their openers, while the Senators, Mavericks, Blue Hens and Orioles look toward 
Week 2 for redemption and a victory for their revamped and expansion squads.  The quality of 
pitching and hitting continues to improve in this ‘young guns’ division. 
 
30+ Division:  The Cards, Explorers, Redlegs and defending champ Padres all chalk up one in 
the “W” column, while the Rebels, Expos, Eagles and Isotopes chalk one up to spring training.  
Will the Redlegs have their revenge after heartbreaking losses in the semi’s and finals the past 
few seasons?  Will the Expos surge again?  What about all these new teams???  The 30+ division 
is bulging with more teams than ever, so anything’s possible! 



Legends of the Week!  
 
19+ Division:  The Nationals Chris Herald hits an absolute monster HR at lengthy South 
County Secondary right center field into the street beyond the field to spark a rally the Nationals 
would not relinquish.  He shares this honor with the Hurricanes’ (and Legends rookies) Josh 
Bender and Nick Dean who combined critical offense (6 RBI’s between them) and pitching (3 
key shut-out innings when the opposition threatened to go ahead) to carry their squad to victory 
and the Squirrels reliever Justin Britt who shut out the Senators for four innings in a closing 
role in an epic pitching duel the Squirrels seem to have trademarked since their arrival in the 
league this spring. 
 
 
[Managers, please submit pictures and we will add!] 
 
 
30+ Division:  The Redlegs’ Rich Oliver racked up a key 2-RBI hit to send his team to victory 
while the Explorers’ starting pitcher Patrick McCane threw a sparkling five innings allowing 
only 4 hits while striking out 6 opposing batters. 
 
 

  
Ageless Rich “RichMan” Oliver is fast enough to field the ball, change jerseys, and make the throw! 
 
Make someone’s week on your team!  Nominate them for “Legend of the Week” and send a 
picture!  Everyone has that one ‘break out’ game where they were the magic for your team, win 
or lose.  Recognize them with a shout out in the Commish Corner!  Please remember to send 
along a photo of your nominated player if you can! 



Other Action! 
 

  
Middle of the action… …and the throw! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Father/son Swifts for the Redlegs! Manager Sara behind the dish! 
 



Team Game Summaries 
Game reports by the managers. Photos are courtesy of “The Commish” or Legends League 
photographers unless credits otherwise given 
 
 

  
The Flying Squirrels (19+) 
 
Week 1 vs. Senators 
 
The Fall 2013 Legends season opened up on a beautiful, hot Sunday morning. The Flying 
Squirrels took on the Senators in what proved to be a terrific ballgame. Squirrels starting pitcher 
Blair Delean picked up right where he left off in the spring, striking out 9 batters over 5 innings 
while giving up only one run. The Squirrels offense struggled to create anything against Sens 
starter Edmund R. over the first 3 innings. The bottom of the fourth started with 3 straight walks. 
With the bases loaded and no outs, reliever DJ P. walked his first batter to tie the game at 1, a 
pop-out and a line drive doubling off one of the runners ended the threat. More scoreless ball 
continued until the bottom of the 7th when the Squirrels were able to string together a couple hits 
along with a couple walks and Senators errors to tack on 2 more runs, which proved to be the 
winning margin as Squirrels reliever Justin Britt put up 4 scoreless frames to close the door on 
the Sens.  Squirrels victorious over the Senators 3-1 in a great pitcher’s struggle. 
 
 

  
The Senators (19+) 
 
Week 1 vs. Flying Squirrels 
 
Coach Wayne Stevens could not be reached for comment, but the Corner editors received a 
number of reports of a certain Winnebago, surrounded by beer cans littering the parking lot and a 
wizened bearded man yelling inside “Where’s the hitting guys … where’s the *%?$#’ing 
hitting?” were circulating shortly after game’s end.  Stay tuned for more on this unfolding story 
next week! 
 



  

  
The Hurricanes (19+) 
 
WEEK 1 vs. Mavericks 
 
Close game for first four innings until Canes defense and offense shook off the rust and got the 
bats fired up. Congrats to Legends rookies Andrew Thimmesch (with four nice grabs in the 
outfield), Kris Ramsey (good OBP & runs scored), Josh Bender (4 RBI's on two key doubles 
when we really needed it) and Nick Dean (3 innings shutout pitching - also right when we 
needed it) for bringing more power and pitching to the Canes’ lineup!  Finally, a shout-out to 
Adam and his shoulder for a near web-gem diving catch in right that he dislocated his shoulder 
on ... next game is in 2 weeks, so get better quick!  Canes roll over Mavericks 22-7. 
 
 

 
 
The Nationals (19+) 
 
WEEK 1 vs. Blue Hens 
 
What a day for Baseball and a great start to another great Legends season.  The Nationals coming 
off three great Championships started off strong defeating “New Kids on the Block” - the Blue 
Hens - 16-11.  It was a great game with a lot of entertainment value added.  The Nationals didn’t 
hold any punches and started ribbing Doug “Old as Dirt Easterly, starting pitcher for the game, 
because his rookie young bucks were running late to the game (something about not wanting to 
leaving the beach).  Just kidding, a big thank you Ryan and Tyler for coming home early from 
vacation to play baseball.   
 
Easterly took the mound and for the first two innings, made everyone think – how can a person 
take several seasons off and still come back and pitch that good.  Doug did an amazing job on the 
mound, however with an untimely error in the third opened the gates and the Blue Hens scored a 
total of 6 runs.  He finished pitching 3 innings, allowing 6 hits, 1 BB, and 3 strikeouts.  The team 
then turned the ball over to “Old Guy in Chief” Rich Goad (who looked like the old Nationals 
from years prior), holding the Hens to just 3 more runs in 3 innings, by giving up only 3 hits, not 
walking a batter and striking out one.  Finally, the old guys turned the ball over to the Tyler 
Easterly (Yes, one of two of Doug’s son’s playing with the Nationals this season), who pitched 
the last two innings and only allowed only 2 runs on 2 hits, 1 BB, and struck out 4. 
 
The Nationals started out strong this season scoring 16 runs on 17 hits, 12 BBs, 14 RBIs, and 6 
SBs.  Leading the way and going perfect for the day was Steve Prakope, going 3-for-3 with 2 
Runs and 3 RBIs, followed by Bobby Schwier, going 2-for-2 with 2 RBIs, and Doug Easterly, 



going 1-for-1 with 2 Runs, 2 BBs, and 2 RBIs.  Not quite perfect, but hitting machine Al Torres 
went 3-for-4 with 2 Runs, 3 SBs, and 1 RBI.  And let’s not to forget the other Rookie (Ryan 
Easterly) who went 2-for-3 with 1 run scored, 1 SB, and 1 BB (no too shabby, rook!).   
 
Legend of the Week:  Our nomination for Legend of the Week, who came ready to play with the 
smack talk, entertainment factor, and one of the longest homeruns that I’ve seen in Legends, 
goes to Chris Herald.  He went 2-for-4 with 1 run scored and 3 RBIs for the day, but it was the 
monster homerun (which went about ¾ of the way up the light pole and into the street beyond 
the field) that sparked the Nationals and ensured the win. 
 
 

  
The Cardinals (30+) 
 
Week 1 vs. Eagles 
 
It was a rough off season for the Cardinals.  The head office had enough with the coaching 
situation.  They took action by demoting former manager Gerry Britt to laundry boy.  Looking 
for a replacement willing to put in the hours necessary to put together a winning lineup, they 
turned to baseball genius Jason Raczkowski.  Was there faith rewarded?  Only the first game 
would tell.   
 
In a stroke of genius the franchise sent Gerry out of the country for the first game.  Thus ensuring 
that not only his management "skills" wouldn't be a problem but his batting couldn't hurt the 
team either. 
 
This brings us to our first game of the season.  Eagles vs. Cardinals.  An epic avian battle.  After 
a rousing email during the week and a brilliant game day line up the Cards were ready.  We 
played some great defense, making plays in the field that never would have been made under 
former management.  Our hitting was aided by our sometimes fear of hitting the ball.  Once the 
Eagles pitching shook off the rust, walks were turned into K's.  This last vestige of the old 
regime will be fixed.  I'm thinking ice cream incentive or something.  In the end the Cards were 
able to win the day, giving new head coach Jason Raczkowski his first win. 
 
All in all we played a good game.  It is nice to see the whole team return for some much needed 
consistency.  We can only go up from here especially once we get a score book.  Cardinals 
victorious 16-7 over the Eagles. 
 



 

 
    

The Eagles  (30+) 
 
WEEK 1 vs. Cardinals 
 
In the expansion Eagles much-anticipated inaugural game, a group of Legends rookies took to 
the field, together for the first time, with the overflowing enthusiasm of giddy little leaguers. 
 Led by rookie managers Codi Dudley and Jen Hammond, the team met its first challenge with 
an unshakeable positive attitude and great eagerness.  
 
The Eagles came out of the gate with a head of steam - with rookies Andrew Clevenger and Fred 
Crawford notching the first ever Eagles hits.  Robert Danels' walk and RBI brought in the team's 
first ever run when Dominic "Wheels" Tripodi crossed the plate.  Pitcher Dom Difata struck out 
the side in the bottom of the first and got the Eagles' flying high and feeling good. This 
enthusiasm carried through the rest of the game despite some hiccups along the way as the 
Eagles worked on getting airborne. 
 
Each of the team's pitchers had the chance to show their stuff, and impressed with their ability to 
work through some adventurous innings.  The defense made some great stops and while the team 
did an excellent job of "sharing" by throwing the ball around just a bit much, by the latter innings 
they were getting comfortable settling into their new positions.  
 
Honorary game balls go to Dom Difata for not only starting the game but for returning to the 
mound later in the game for a brief relief appearance -AND- Leo Fitzharris for a top notch 
performance behind the dish and for taking one for the team via a hit pitch and racking up a 
hard-to-come-by RBI in the process.  
 
This first-time gathering proved a positive outing for these eager birds - and rookie Manager 
Codi Dudley is confident that the team will improve with each game and will soon be soaring.   
 
Eagles drop the opener 16-7 to the Cards. 



 
The Explorers (30+) 
   
WEEK 1 vs. Expos 
 
OPENING DAY!!! Gotta love it!  First things first. A special shout out goes to Matt Edwards for 
graciously passing the Managerial torch over to the young buck Akil Barlow. His years of 
managing and building the Explorers from the ground up does not go unappreciated. THANKS 
AND GREAT JOB MATT!!! 
 
Playing in front of a packed home crowd (I counted at least 10 adults, 4 kids and 1 dog) the new 
look and re-vamped Explorers were clicking on all cylinders. Every player contributed in some 
fashion whether with the stick or with the glove. Looking as if he was already in mid-season 
form, starting pitcher Patrick McCane went the Legend's 5-inning limit on the mound 
surrendering only 4 hits while racking up 6 K's. McCane also blasted a 2-run one hopper double 
off the left-center fence.  Rookie reliever Lewis Hardy battled through "first day of school" type 
butterflies and pitched 3 hard fought innings to close out the Expos and secure the Explorers win. 
 
At the plate the Explorers sprayed 17 hits over the course of the afternoon and were led by rookie 
Lewis Hardy's 3-for-4 (with 4 RBI) performance at the plate.  Demain "No pitch I can't hit" 
Dominguez was perfect at the dish with his 3 singles in 3 at-bats.  
 
Other multi hit performers were Fred Lewis 3-for-4 (RBI double), Matt Edwards 2-for-3 (2 RBI), 
Akil Barlow 2-for-4 and Wesley Rosati 2-for-3 (1 RBI). 
 
The ESPN web-gem (and play of the year nominee) goes out to rookie Outfielder Cody Lewis 
for his "by design" diving in and out the glove, then barehanded snag in mid-air grab in right 
field.  Next time a fundamentally sound two-handed catch will do just fine ROOKIE!!! 
 
Only thing that would have made it a perfect day is if the wet-behind the ears Rookies would 
have brought the RIGHT GUM! "WE DON'T CHEW NO DAMN TRIDENT WHILE 
PLAYING BASEBALL!!!  ‘BIG LEAGUE BRAND CHEW ONLY!!!"  Lets get it right next 
game fellas. SMH. 
 
Explorers take the Expos in Week 1 by a score of 14-7. 
 



 
The Redlegs (30+) 
 
Week 1 vs. Rebels 
 
The Rebels fought hard early on to take a 10-9 lead after 3 innings until the pitching on both 
sides settled down.  The Redlegs struck the final blow in the top of the 6th by putting up 4 runs 
off the bats of Nelson "Cruze" Taveras (3-for-4 w/3 RBI, including a 2-RBI double) and Rich 
"The Man" Oliver with the crushing 2-RBI single that proved to be enough for the Redlegs to 
conquer the Rebs 13-11 in a 7-inning season opener and earn Oliver the Legend Of The Week 
nomination. 
 
Ken "Petro" Petrocelli earned the win on the mound with an outstanding closing performance by 
Rob "Madman" Howell.  Redlegs quell the Rebellion (just barely) 13-11. 
 

     
     Taveras showing off his secret weapon 
 
 

  
The Rebels (30+) 
 
Week 1 vs. Redlegs 
 
Manager Tim Sara could not be reached for comment, but after the game was reported to be 
reading French poetry, receiving a series of acupuncture treatments and watching the Little 
League World Series games for inspiration to get ready for Week 2. 
 



 

 
Umpires Corner! 
 
Is a pitcher the only player that can balk?  You make the call. 
 
by Greg Budnik, Legends Umpire 
 
Runners on 2nd and 3rd – 2 outs.  Game tied … bottom of the ninth inning.  The big hitter’s up.  
The pitcher and catcher decide to intentionally walk the batter to load the bases to create multiple 
force plays.  The catcher stands behind the left handed batter’s box, and signals with his right 
arm out wide for the first intentional walk pitch.  As the catcher is receiving the wide outside 
pitch, the umpire yells “That’s a balk!”.  The pitcher is aghast as he watches the ump point to the 
plate to signal the runner from third into home for the walk-off run.  He knows he did absolutely 
nothing wrong and his pitch was legal.  Assuming this is true, is there any scenario where a balk 
can be called, but the pitcher did absolutely nothing wrong and delivered the pitch with a 
completely legal motion and delivery.  WHAT’S THE CALL?  Editor’s note:  This was the 
concluding play in the Men’s Senior Baseball League Championship out west recently according to Ron 
Adamczyk, Legends Umpire, who shared this story with us. 
 
ANSWER:  The catcher committed the pitcher to a balk by not staying within the catcher’s box 
until the pitch was thrown.  This is sometimes referred to as the “catcher’s balk”, though it is 
charged to the pitcher.  Rule 4.03(a) states: "The catcher shall station himself directly back of 
the plate. He may leave his position at any time to catch a pitch or make a play except that when 
the batter is being given an intentional base on balls, the catcher must stand with both feet within 
the lines of the catcher's box until the ball leaves the pitcher's hand.”  The penalty for violating 
this rule is that a balk is called.  
 
Granted this would rarely happen in a Legends game since 1) we don’t have lined fields which 
include a catcher’s box and 2) we do not allow intentional walks, but it could happen, for 
instance, on a pitch-out when the catcher is trying to get an extra edge by bringing one foot far 
outside of the catcher’s box before the pitch is thrown to have an advantage on his throw.  Note:  
This is one of those arcane rules that a lot of umpires overlook, but don’t let yourself get caught 
like that catcher in the Championship game when you find that one ump who is looking for it!   
 
If you have a call from a game you’d like to contribute for analysis by Legends’ umpires, please 
email them to ron@playlegends.com  
 

mailto:ron@playlegends.com�

