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Fan Cam! 
 

             
           
The Hot Corner! 
 
An excellent end to a great season as four teams battled it out for the right to forever grace the 
League website and call themselves “Champions” for Spring 2013.  After giving Mother Nature 
her due and accepting some delays after the semi-finals, an exclamation point was placed on one 
of the best Legends seasons since the league’s inception seven years ago.  The Expos and Padres 
(a rematch of the 30+ division championship from last fall) and the Nationals and Flying 
Squirrels (seasoned defending champs versus the expansion whiz kids) continue to demonstrate 
the quality of Legends baseball and the combination of competitiveness, sportsmanship and 



excellent officiating that makes Legends unique among adult baseball leagues in the Washington 
Metro area. 
 
19+ Division:  The Nationals carry the day against a tough Flying Squirrels squad in a close 
game that featured tough pitching and some key plays.  A classic combination of seasoned vets 
and the young guns (and sons), the Nationals had their hands full with “Squirrel Time”, but just 
like their cardiac 9th inning win against the Hurricanes in the semi-finals, the Nationals bats 
would not be denied. 
 
30+ Division:  The Padres defend their title against the Expos in another game which had the 
potential to crown a new champion, but instead saw the capital “D” added to the Padres 
‘dynasty’!  Can anyone stop the Padres this fall??? 
 
Legends Spring Season MVP’s Announced!  
 
19+ Division   

 
 
 
 
The Nationals’ starting pitcher Nick Thomas stood out this season, as well as 
in the playoffs by keeping two strong teams (Squirrels and Canes) quiet at 
the plate in the semi’s and finals respectively with his strong pitching while 
helping his team and his own cause with timely hitting and RBI’s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30+ Division   
 
 
 
 
For their pitching performances in the championship game, as well as their 
timely hitting and base running, Jim Rafferty and Frank Pickering deserve 
Legends of the Week nominations, but it was Ryan Murray who earned the 
season MVP by helping to lead this Padres team since day one of the season. 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to all, and we’ll see you in the fall!  
 
 



Team Game Summaries 
Game reports by the managers. Photos courtesy of “The Commish” 
 

30+ Division 

           
 
The Padres vs The Expos 
 
Expos perspective 
 
The Expos left an amazing 15 baserunners stranded during this 9 inning game.  The contest was 
even closer than the score would indicate, but anemic bats and a few misplays in the latter 
innings allowed the Padres time to find their stroke at the plate.  The Padres’ nearly errorless 
defense also helped stop the Expos in their bid to repeat as spring season champs. 
 
Padres perspective 
 
On a balmy Sunday morning, the Padres and Expos battled for the championship trophy for the 
third time in six seasons.  The Expos came out swinging early - scoring a run in the top of the 
first inning with solid, consecutive hits.  Padres' pitcher, Jim Rafferty, was able to limit the 
damage, and then create some of his own in the bottom half of the inning by getting on base with 
a walk and then scoring the Padres' first run without any hits throughout the rest of the inning. 
 

   
Nice Stretches! 
  



Jim continued to battle with 4 gutsy innings - as there were always Expos on base - but Jim 
continued to limit the damage and left the game after 4 & 1/3 innings after yielding only 3 runs.  
The Padres were able to muster two runs in the bottom of the 4th thanks to an RBI double by 
Kenny Dixon, whose bat would come up big again later in the game.  The Padres added one 
more in the 5th inning after a couple of singles from Dave and Harold - leaving the score 4-2, in 
the Padres' favor.  
  
Meanwhile, Frank "I throw seeds" Pickering entered the game in the 5th inning and proceeded to 
mow through the Expos lineup.  The Padres added two insurance runs in the 7th inning, with a 
lead off triple by RJ, then another in the 8th.  Kenny Dixon followed with an RBI double and then 
scored on an RBI double by Chris.  In the 8th inning, Jeff scored on an RBI single by Frank, who 
made these insurance runs insignificant, as he continued his dominance on the mound in the 9th 
inning and held a 7-3 lead, closing out his fifth consecutive scoreless inning and securing the 
fifth championship in six seasons for the Padres. 
  
For their pitching performance, as well as their timely hitting and base running, Jim and Frank 
earned co-player of the game honors.  Ryan Murray, the season MVP, has helped to lead this 
Padres team since day one and this team certainly wouldn't have been able to win five 
championships without him.   
 
Congrats to the Expos on a great season and the Padres thank you for a great game. 

19+ Division 
 

                  
 
The Nationals vs The Flying Squirrels 
 
Flying Squirrels perspective 
 
The Flying Squirrels and The Nationals came together in what proved to be one outstanding 
championship game. The Squirrels jumped out to a 1-0 lead in the bottom of the 1st on an RBI 
double by Blair Delean as Jeff Miller managed to limp home after (what was later found 
out) tearing his PCL rounding third (wishing Jeff a speedy recovery!). Blair Delean had another 
great outing on the mound, yielding just two runs in five innings of work.  
  
The Nationals pitching was clutch though.  In the 6th inning of a 2-2 tie, with the Squirrels 
loading up the bases with no outs, the Nats made a well timed pitching change to bring in Bobby 
Schwier, who then proceeded to strike out the next three batters to end the threat. The deadlock 
continued to the 7th after Squirrels outfielder Logan Willman threw out a runner at the plate with 
a perfect throw from left.  In the top of the 7th, the Nationals bats came alive and tacked on 2 runs 
that stood as the winning margin.  Hats off to the Nationals, taking the Championship with class 
as the Flying Squirrels hope to build off of the success of their inaugural season. 
  
Nationals perspective 
 



The Nationals and Flying Squirrels both battled some great teams to reach the pinnacle game as 
the 19+ division continues to grow each year with each team bringing in some great pitching and 
hitting talent.  This year’s final game proved that.  And the Baseball Gods were good to the 
Nationals this year.  With Manager Rich Goad thinking he was going to miss the Championship 
Game due to deployment overseas, a favorable rain pushed the game back a week. 
 
The Flying Squirrels took the field first with their ace Blair on the mound, pounding warm-up 
pitches with loud pops. Blair came ready to play, striking out the first batter of the game and 
quickly retiring the side.  One of the Nationals aces (MVP Nick Thomas) took the mound and 
also brought the heat.  Jeff led off for the Squirrels and hit a sharp ground ball right under the 
shortstops glove.   Not the best way to start the game with an error, but it gets better. The next 
batter went down swinging, bringing up the opposing pitcher (Blair). Did I say Blair came ready 
to play? Yes, he did, smashing a double in the left center field gap, moving Jeff over to third. 
The next batter Ryon was jammed and hit a grounder to the pitcher, but reached first on a bad 
throw to first and putting the Squirrels on the board first. The next batter also reached first after 
being hit by the pitcher. Things were not looking good for the Nationals; however a quick 
ground ball to first ended the inning with the Squirrels only scoring one. 
 
The Nationals pitcher (Nick) was up first in the second and didn’t waste any time swinging the 
bat, hitting a double to lead off the inning. However, two quick outs with a grounder to the 
pitcher and another strikeout left Nick still on second. Bob S. walked to put a runner on first and 
second with two out, but Blair was at it again striking out the next batter.  The bottom of the 
second was a quick one, three up and three down. A fly ball to center, grounder to second and 
then a strikeout brought the second inning to a close with the Squirrels still holding onto a one 
run lead.  
 
The top of the third started with another strikeout by Blair (I think his fastball was getting faster 
as the game went along). Steve then hit a sharp line drive single to left, but was thrown out trying 
to steal on the next pitch. Blair then struck out the next batter, ending the inning.  The bottom of 
the third was proving to be a true pitching duel, with Nick bringing the heat and striking out the 
first game and jamming the next two hitters with ground outs. Three up and three down again, 
leaving the Squirrels in the lead by one. 
 
The fourth inning was another tough one for the Nationals (three up and three down), with two 
more strikeouts and a groundout.  The bottom of the fourth was almost as quick, with two 
strikeouts, a walk by Jeff, and then a flyout to center, ending the inning. 
 
Bobby for the Nationals started the fifth with a hard single and moved to second on a pass ball 
by the catcher. Chris then crushed a double moving Bobby to third. The next pitch was in the dirt 
and Bobby scored, moving Chris to third. The next batter (Nick) then grounded out to first, but 
knocked Chris in making the score 2 to 1 Nationals. Two quick outs including another strikeout 
for Blair (bringing his total on the day to eight in 5 innings) ended the inning. 
 
Jacob replaced Nick pitching and walked the first batter (Ryon). The next couple of pitches were 
in the dirt and Ryon moved to third. The next hitter grounded out to third, but the runner was 
held at third. Then Tom grounded out to first, but Ryon scored from third and tied the game at 
two. The inning was then ended on another ground ball back at the pitcher. 
 



The Squirrels brought in another strong pitcher, striking out three straight Nationals to end the 
top of the 6th.  The bottom of the sixth was very interesting, with the Nationals pitcher (Jacob) 
hitting the first batter (who stole second), struck out the next batter (but reached first on a past 
ball), and then loading the bases with another hit batter. All of this with no outs and a pitching 
change coming. Manager Rich went to the mound and took the ball from Jacob and though about 
who should pitch (only one choice with the bases loaded and no outs), assistant Manager Kevin 
also visited the mound and both were in full agreement – called in the closer (Bobby). Rich 
handed the ball to Bobby and Kevin kept the message simply for Bobby, he said I need you to 
strike out the side. Rich said, no pressure, but do it  Bobby did not disappoint, came in strong 
and struck out the side, leaving the bases loaded and the score tied. 
 

  
Bobby in action…then with mission accomplished (3Ks, with bases loaded!) 
 
The Nationals started hitting the ball hard in the seventh, with Steve hitting a double to lead 
things off. However he was throw out at third and another ground out to first by Rob. Rodney 
then came to bat and crushed a solid line drive to left for a single. He moved to second with 
single by the Nationals lead-off hitter (Al).  The Nationals then loaded the bases when Rich was 
walked on four pitches. Unfortunately, the Nationals left three runners on base with a ground out 
ending the inning with the score still tied at two. 
 
The Squirrels lead-off hitter Jeff started off with a single (giving the Squirrels their second hit of 
the day). Bobby quickly stopped the rally with two strikeouts and a flyout, ending the inning still 
tied. 
 
Chris led off the eighth and was hit on an inside fastball. Nick came to bat next and singled 
moving Chris to second. Rally time for the Nationals, with Curtis coming to bat with two men 
on, no outs and excitement in the air; Curtis lined a shot in the gap, scoring Chris and moving 
Nick to second. The next batter flew out to short center not allowing the runners to advance. Bob 
then walked loading the bases again. Kevin was next up and hit a sac fly to center, scoring Nick. 
Curtis was then thrown out trying to steal third, ending the inning with the Nationals ahead 4 -2.  



Justin led off the eighth with a walk, but was stranded there after a quick pop up to short and two 
strikeouts.   
 
Top of the ninth was started with two quick outs, strikeout and grounder to second. Rob then 
reached first on an overthrow to first, but was stranded with another strikeout.  Bottom of the 
ninth and the Nationals take the field, looking for their third straight championship. Chipper 
Jones said during pep talk in the last All Star Game – it is not a winning streak until you win 
three in a row, two doesn’t count.  The Nationals was ready for the challenge, especially with 
closer Bobby still on the mound. Bobby reached back and was hitting some high numbers on the 
radar gun, striking out the side and giving the Nationals their winning streak and trophies for 
three straight seasons.  
 
The Nationals finished the game with 4 runs, 10 hits, 3 walks, 1 hit batter, and 13 strikeouts. 
With Nick and Steve leading the way with 2 hits each. Nick went 2 for 3, 1 run, 2B, and 1 RBI 
and Steve finished 2 for 3, with a 2B.  
 
Manager Rich said after the game that key hits, never giving up and especially pitching won the 
game. The Nationals pitchers gave up 2 runs, 2 hits, 2 HB’s, 3 BB’s, and 15 strikeouts. 
When the trophies were just about handed out, the MVP for the season was announced. It was 
hard to pick a single player out for MVP, because the Nationals are a team. They play hard every 
season and have a lot of fun along the way. However, the “Rookie” Nick was given the hardware 
this season for outstanding pitching throughout the season and some awesome hitting.  
 
Hope everyone enjoyed this write up and will come out again next season to have some more fun 
in the sun.  Great season everyone! 



 

Umpires Corner! 
 
Those damn time limits … nobody likes ‘em, but we gotta live with ‘em.  So when 
does a new inning actually start?  You make the call. 
 
by Greg Budnik, Legends Umpire 
 
Time limits are a reality in our busy Washington Metro area, where competition for fields is at a 
premium and games have to be scheduled very close together.  Legends enjoys play on quality 
fields (which reduces errors) and continual improvement in the pitching league-wide has reduced 
the number of games which are truncated by League time limits - especially in the 19+ division 
where a lot of full nine inning games are played without impact from the League’s time limit 
rule.  However in those cases where the time limit affects how many innings can be played, 
when does the “new inning” start? 
 
ANSWER:  Legends Rule #21 states:  “ Time Limits Rule – Game start time begins at scheduled 
time, not when the game actually starts …No new inning will be started after 2:45, and the 
games have a 3-hour drop-dead rule.  At 3 hours, if no game is scheduled right after the current 
game and the field is available, the inning must be completed.  If an inning cannot be completed, 
the score must revert back to the beginning of the inning.  A new inning begins as soon as the 
3rd out for the bottom of the inning is recorded.” 
 
The last sentence above echoes the MLB rule on this which also states that a new inning starts as 
soon as the 3rd out is recorded against the home team batsmen.  Therefore, if the 3rd out at the 
bottom of an inning is recorded prior to the game clock striking 2:46 from published game start, 
a new inning may played, subject to further limitations in Rule 21 above.  Remember that it is 
“after 2:45”, so it is at 2:46:00 that a restriction on starting a new inning is in effect. 
 
If you have a call from a game you’d like to contribute for analysis by Legends’ umpires, please 
email them to ron@playlegends.com  
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