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All Managers and Coaches will receive a copy of this policy annually. 

The safety and well-being of our players is paramount.  Unfortunately, there are those that see 
to do harm to children and rob them of their right to feel safe and grow up happy.   All little 
leagues seek to attract the most qualified and enthusiastic volunteer to assist in our programs.   
At the same time, this makes organizations such as ours a target for child abusers.   We will 
strive to be vigilant at all times in protecting our players and families from such people.  

The “Protecting Young Victims from Sexual Abuse and Safe Sport Act of 2017” mandates that all 
amateur sports organizations, which includes Little League and by extension FLLGS, must report 
child abuse, including sexual abuse, within 24 hours to law enforcement.  League personnel 
accountable to this act include any one with regular contact with the athletes in the league 
(Board Members, Managers, and Coaches)   Individuals can be subject to criminal penalties for 
non-reporting.  As such, the league has adopted the following policies and procedures to 
ensure proper reporting but more importantly the prevention of any such abuse. 

FLLGS will continue to utilize the LL five-step process when screening volunteers; 

1. Application with all relevant personal data. 
2. Background check – utilizing the Little League process. 
3. Interview/Education – All coaches/volunteers will have had a conversation with a board 

member before being appointed.  The Board will vote upon all Managers.   Finally, 
managers will be educated and expected to educate their coaches on what to watch for 
and what do in the case of suspected abuse. 

4. Reference Checks – All applications will have references and these will be checked at 
random. 

5. Exclusion of Certain Individuals – No person will be allowed to participate in any manner 
with the league should a background check reveal a conviction, guilty plea, no contest 
plea or admission or any crime involving or against a minor. 

 

Reporting Abuse 

FLLGS will follow CT child welfare and Little League standards for reporting abuse.   A report is 
required when there is reasonable cause to suspect or believe that any child; 

• Has been abused or neglected. 
• Has had non-accidental physical injury 
• Is placed at imminent risk of serious harm 

Abuse includes sexual abuse, which is the exploitation of a child by an older child, teen, or adult 
for the personal gratification of the abusive individual.    There is a range of activities covered 
under the LL child protection program at littleleague.org/player-safety.   
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If a case of abuse is witnessed or suspected the individual should report to the Fairfield Police 
Department, as well as the League Safety Officer and League President (or Player Agent should 
one of the those individuals be involved).    There are numerous agencies for the protection of 
children in these cases, which can also be contacted (https://www.littleleague.org/player-
safety/child-protection-program/). 

 

League Actions 

The President, Safety Officer, and Player agent will meet immediately to discuss the matter.   
The President will make the District administrator aware of the situation.   The suspected 
abuser be immediately suspended from any league duties and will not be allowed near any 
playing facilities of the league.   In cooperation with local law enforcement and DCF, the 
committee will investigate the allegations.   Once an investigation is concluded, the committee 
will report the findings to the full board.   The board will then review what if any further actions 
are necessary including whether the individual is banned for life. 

 

Guidelines for Preventing Abuse 

Rides – Children left alone too early or not picked up on time are easy targets.   Parents should 
be encouraged to pick up and drop off on time.   Coaches and Managers are responsible for 
ensuring no player is left alone unsupervised.   

Access – Dugouts are off limits to anyone but Managers/Coaches and players.  No one without 
a background check should be in the dugout with the players.    Any individual not recognized 
by you should be identified and asked to leave if there inappropriately. 

Lighting – Child abuse is more likely to happen in the dark.  Players should be kept together in 
lighted areas after dark.  Lights at Haydon should not be turned off until all players have been 
accounted for and no one is the field area. 

Facilities – While our players are capable of using the toilet on their own, they should be using 
the buddy system.  This is even more important at fields where the facilities are at a distance or 
out of plain sight. 

 


