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SCOR Board Leadership Changes
A conversation with the incoming & outgoing presidents & treasurers
The SCOR Board of Directors is in transition in 2016, with new appointments to two
key positions. In January, Mark Vanni became President, replacing Steve Sasse.
And in July, Kishore Rao took on Treasurer duites, replacing Rob Jasminski. SCOR
News recently spoke with these for their perspective on where SCOR is today.
SCOR Vision - Mark Vanni & Steve Sasse
Steve, what are you most proud of in your tenure as SCOR president?
I am most proud of building on all the work done prior to my tenure, solidifying our
financial position and working with such a dedicated Board, volunteers and coaches.
Other clubs look at our programs, website and tournament as examples.
Steve, what opportunities does SCOR still have to improve as a club?
SCOR has been the soccer foundation for thousands of Ridgefield kids for more
than 30 years and continues to grow. Our House program does an excellent job
giving kids a strong foundation to move to Academy and eventually Travel. I believe
we can also offer a limited premier program when players & parents are ready for
the next level. This will help us keep some players that may move on to other clubs
and allow them to continue playing together until high school.

“SCOR has been the soccer
foundation for thousands of
Ridgefield kids for more than
30 years, and continues to
grow. It’s so important to remind our members that SCOR
is a volunteer organization
that depends on its members
to continue.”
- Steve Sasse

“I am very invested in the
growth and improvement of
SCOR for its members.”

Mark, what got you interested in the opportunity to be SCOR president?
I’ve been on the SCOR Board for seven years now and my four children have been
active in SCOR’s many programs. My oldest are now playing for RHS. So I am very
invested in the growth and improvement of SCOR for its members.
Mark, what are some of the areas you want to focus on in your tenure?
SCOR is quite strong. The House program has nearly 900 kids this Fall. And in our
Holland program children with special needs to learn the game in a fun and nurturing
environment. The biggest near-term challenge for our Travel program will be implementing changes mandated by US Youth soccer, such as smaller-sided games for
younger players, smaller rosters and birth year requirements. We’ll need to restructure our entire program to stay competitive while staying on solid financial footing.
Mark & Steve, what would you like to say to the SCOR community?
Steve: It’s so important to remind our members that SCOR is a volunteer organization that depends on its members to continue. I ask that parents not just sign up their
kids and not get involved, but try to volunteer in whatever capacity possible so we
continue to maintain and build the club. I encourage parents to attend monthly
SCOR Board meetings to listen on the current state, provide feedback and see what
it takes to keep these programs running as smoothly as possible.
Mark: I thank Ridgefield parents for their continued support of the Club. We’re here
to serve the kids of Ridgefield, to help them learn the game, have fun and compete
so they’ll sign their kids up for soccer just as we did. It’s a beautiful game, after all.

- Mark Vanni
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SCOR Leadership Changes—continued.
SCOR Financials—Rob Jasminski & Kishore Rao
Rob, what are you most proud of in your tenure as SCOR treasurer?
Amid increasing competition from neighboring towns and emerging programs such
as Premier, I am very proud that we have been able to keep SCOR financially
strong, financially affordable and an incredible value given the depth and breadth of
programs we offer kids and families in Ridgefield. In my tenure with the club we
have been able to give back to the town. From House to Academy, to Travel, to Rec
Plus to Holland, we have a wide variety of programs so that any kid in town with a
desire to play soccer can find the right program. And, even more important, we have
been able to maintain our annual SCOR scholarships, helped with the Tiger Hollow
project and have never turned away a family in need of support.
Kishore, what got you interested in the opportunity? And what are your plans
for the SCOR treasurer role?
My children and our entire family have had a great experience in SCOR in each of
its programs - House, Academy and Travel - for almost a decade. We've enjoyed
not only the on-field soccer experiences but also the off-field camaraderie and
friendships we've made though SCOR. Given Rob's "retirement" and the need for a
replacement, I thought this role would give me a meaningful way to serve the club
and the community.

The Many Faces of
SCOR…
From pre-school through high school,
boys and girls, parents, grandparents and
siblings, Travel, Academy, House, Rec
Plus and Holland programs, and through
our many generous sponsors, SCOR has
been recognized as one of the largest and
most multi-faceted town soccer programs
in Connecticut. These photos show the
diversity of SCOR’s many programs.
The Many Faces of SCOR: Middle &
Upper House / “Rec Plus” - 2nd Grade
Through High School

The Club has enjoyed great success over the last couple years in meeting its mission as measured by the strong enrollment numbers across our programs. The
Club is in solid financial shape at this time. Having said that, there are always opportunities for improvement. The Board and our Director of Coaching are eager to
help the Club improve with the assistance of our members.
My goal is to help the Board and program VPs maintain SCOR’s success and financial viability in the face of what seem to be constantly rising cost pressures.
Rob and Kishore, what would you like to say to our SCOR News readers?
Rob: I would like to thank the SCOR Board and all of our parents for being so passionate about the development of our kids and their experience and for keeping that
mission above all else. Our mission has always been to run the club for the club.

Ridgefield 7-8 girls House all-star combined team
at Newtown Columbus Day Tournament.
The Many Faces of SCOR
“Lower House,” Pre-K to 1st Grade

Kishore: I want to emphasize our focus on maintaining our wide variety of programs and offerings and running our club in a smart way financially so we can
continue to deliver strong value to our members across the entire spectrum.
Editor’s Note: SCOR would like to thank Rob Jasminski for his many
years of dedicated service to the Board. Steve Sasse has taken on the role of
Vice President for Peter Coffin, who is now directing special capital projects for
SCOR.

Odds & Ends


Time to Think About Winter Soccer!

First grade boys House players step it up under the direction of Lower House executive director Reynaldo Aloy

Pre-K kids hit the field under director Derek Montaner

Academy Program Serves as SCOR Bridge
SCOR’s VP for Academy Programs Julian Trotman, in his first season in the role, envisions Academy as a “bridge” between SCOR’s
various programs and a reflection of the great variety SCOR offers.
“Academy has so much to offer across our multiple levels,” said Trotman. “However, because Academy is so multi-faceted it often takes
time to communicate the value of our programs.”
SCOR’s Academy program was developed as a way for House players to start building more individual soccer skills, under professional
instruction, at an early age to help pave the way for future travel program participation with professional coaches.
This season, Academy, which used to grouped into Academy 1, 2 and 3, has rebranded to be consistent with traditional National and
Connecticut program designations.

Academy 9 boys warm
up in the early AM before
a full day of soccer in the
recent SCOR Columbus
Day tournament in
Ridgefield.

The former Academy 1 & 2, where kids play with their first and second grade House teams and practice during the week with a professional coach, are now called Academy 7 & 8, consistent with U7 & U8 travel programs. The former Academy 3, where kids play in their
own separate Ridgefield league, is now called Academy 9.
And the former “House Plus Development” program, where kids play together under a professional coach but compete in the 3-4 and 56 House “Rec Plus” programs competing against Ridgefield House and other town rec teams, is now called Academy 10 (3-4) and
Academy 11 (5-6), respectively.
Academy 7, 8 and 9 are more focused on individual skill development while Academy 10 and 11 are more oriented toward team development, strategy and competition.
Trotman uses the bridge image in his discussions with kids and parents to help them decide if Academy is right for them based on what
the player is seeking in terms of development.

“Our Academy 7 and 8 programs are for those House players

who want to receive extra instruction and Academy 9 can be
a solid bridge for those kids who are sure from the beginning
that they want to try out for U10 travel teams,” said Trotman.
“Our Academy 10 and 11 programs can be a good option for
those older kids who aren’t in Travel but want to improve their
skills with an eye on making a travel team, or may enjoy recreational soccer but want more professional coaching and
development.”
Trotman is quick to stress that Academy is not just for Travelbound kids and some kids choose to come back to House or
Rec Plus after Academy, which is possible as Ridgefield has
a fully competitive House program available through high
school. Many Travel players, in fact, participate in Rec Plus as
travel add-on’s.

Academy 9 can be a bridge for kids who might want to play
Travel in the future or just to sharpen their skill set for House

“SCOR’s strength is really in our diversity of programs,” Trotman said. “There is really a place at SCOR for every kid that wants to play. Families can go at their own pace and choose their path.”

The Many Faces of SCOR: Holland Program

Remembering
Justin Cowen
Special fundraiser planned for
October 22nd in Ridgefield.
We lost Justin Cowen on August 3 when the
13 year-old Ridgefield resident, East Ridge
Middle School student and SCOR community member lost his 15 month battle with osteosarcoma, a rare form of bone cancer.
Justin loved all sports. He played baseball,
ice hockey and was a skier. In soccer, he
was an outstanding goalkeeper and began
playing with SCOR’s 5th & 6th grade “Rec
Plus” program (coached by Tom his dad)
when his family moved from Ridgefield just
over two years ago.

SCOR’s Holland program helps boys and girls with mental or physical
disabilities enjoy soccer like millions of kids worldwide.

SCOR Sponsor Involvement at
All-Time High
Support from local businesses helps House program
deliver value, drives sense of community.
SCOR director of sponsorships Emily Malagisi reports a record this Fall in the
level of local sponsorships for House programs.
A blend of longstanding and new sponsors have allowed the House program to
form a strong partnership with local businesses as well as keep the program costs
down to provide value to our families.
Sponsors this Fall include Tooth Fairy Dental, Danbury Audi/VW and Casey Energy, Ridgefield Academy, the Toy Chest, Dimitris, Gyro on Pita, Whip Salon, Genova Dental, Natural Scoop, Utiliz, Danbury Orthopedics and Tiger’s Den.
“I think what's unique about our sponsors, is the program that they're supporting,”
said Malagisi. “The SCOR House program reaches close to 900 players in the Fall
season, and SCOR overall touches around 1,500 players per season. The involvement of our local merchants adds to the community feel and is a vital part of
our being a healthy and vibrant program.”
Kosta Mavridis, manager of Dimitri’s Restaurant and Gyro on Pita, helped then
House VP Dan Collins and SCOR come up with the idea of local sponsors almost
five years ago. “I was involved with soccer as a coach and we were already sponsoring other sports teams in town,” said Mavridis. “I suggested that we sponsor a
team and it has been a lot of fun working with the SCOR team over the years.”
If you have any sponsor leads or ideas or are interested in being a SCOR sponsor, reach out to SCOR director of sponsorships Emily Malagisi.

SCOR is planning a special fundraiser to
honor Justin’s memory and raise money to
help fight osteosarcoma. His parents Tom
and Ronee and older brother Brandon are
working with Steve Harrington, executive
director for the Upper House soccer program at SCOR, to organize a 7-8th grade
boys tournament on Saturday, October 22
from 11-1 at Veterans Park Field.
SCOR encourages the community to come
out and watch the games and to please contribute to the collection boxes set up around
the field. More details will be coming from
SCOR before the event. “We think it will be
a lot of fun and hope to honor Justin’s
memory in an active way,” said Harrington.
Added Tom Cowen, “we have been overwhelmed by the support that Ridgefield has
provided us and hope the SCOR community
will come out to support a great event.”
Justin Scott Cowen: 2003-2016

The SCOR Newsletter will be back in
the Spring.
In the meantime, please contact editor
Tim Benedict with any feedback or
story ideas for future issues.
Enjoy the rest of the Fall season!

Get Involved
SCOR is always looking
for volunteers and has a
wide cross section of opportunities to get involved
with the program
Please consider doing
more for SCOR. Reach
out to any Board member
if you are interested.
http://www.scor.org

SCOR: Proudly Serving the Ridgefield Community Since 1973

Soccer Club of Ridgefield
P.O. Box 694
Ridgefield, CT 06877
The Many Faces of SCOR: Travel
Programs, U10-U14

U12 boys take on New Canaan at Scotland
Field, SCOR Columbus Day Tournament.

U11 girls Black braves cold and rain at Tiger
Hollow, SCOR Columbus Day Tournament.
U11 boys celebrate victory at SCOR Columbus Day Tournament.

