
SCOR NEWS 

ñSCOR has been the soccer 

foundation for thousands of 

Ridgefield kids for more than 

30 years, and continues to 

grow. Itôs so important to re-

mind our members that SCOR 

is a volunteer organization 

that depends on its members 

to continue.ò 

     - Steve Sasse 

In This Issue 

¶ New SCOR Leaders 

Share Their Vision 

¶ Academy Rebrands 

¶ Our SCOR Sponsor 

Community Expands 

¶ The Many Faces of 

SCOR 

¶ SCOR Remembers 

Justin Cowen 

SCOR Board Leadership Changes 
A conversation with the incoming & outgoing presidents & treasurers 
 
The SCOR Board of Directors is in transition in 2016, with new appointments to two 

key positions. In January, Mark Vanni became President, replacing Steve Sasse. 

And in July, Kishore Rao took on Treasurer duites, replacing Rob Jasminski. SCOR 

News recently spoke with these for their perspective on where SCOR is today. 

 
SCOR Vision - Mark Vanni & Steve Sasse 

Steve, what are you most proud of in your tenure as SCOR president?  

I am most proud of building on all the work done prior to my tenure, solidifying our 

financial position and working with such a dedicated Board, volunteers and coaches. 

Other clubs look at our programs, website and tournament as examples.  

 

Steve, what opportunities does SCOR still have to improve as a club? 

SCOR has been the soccer foundation for thousands of Ridgefield kids for more 

than 30 years and continues to grow. Our House program does an excellent job  

giving kids a strong foundation to move to Academy and eventually Travel. I believe 

we can also offer a limited premier program when players & parents are ready for 

the next level. This will help us keep some players that may move on to other clubs 

and allow them to continue playing together until high school. 

 

Mark, what got you interested in the opportunity to be SCOR president?  

Iôve been on the SCOR Board for seven years now and my four children have been 

active in SCORôs many programs. My oldest are now playing for RHS. So I am very 

invested in the growth and improvement of SCOR for its members. 

 

Mark, what are some of the areas you want to focus on in your tenure?  

SCOR is quite strong. The House program has nearly 900 kids this Fall. And in our 

Holland program children with special needs to learn the game in a fun and nurturing 

environment. The biggest near-term challenge for our Travel program will be imple-

menting changes mandated by US Youth soccer, such as smaller-sided games for 

younger players, smaller rosters and birth year requirements. Weôll need to restruc-

ture our entire program to stay competitive while staying on solid financial footing. 

 

Mark & Steve, what would you like to say to the SCOR community?  

Steve: Itôs so important to remind our members that SCOR is a volunteer organiza-

tion that depends on its members to continue. I ask that parents not just sign up their 

kids and not get involved, but try to volunteer in whatever capacity possible so we 

continue to maintain and build the club. I encourage parents to attend monthly 

SCOR Board meetings to listen on the current state, provide feedback and see what 

it takes to keep these programs running as smoothly as possible.  

 

Mark: I thank Ridgefield parents for their continued support of the Club. Weôre here 

to serve the kids of Ridgefield, to help them learn the game, have fun and compete 

so theyôll sign their kids up for soccer just as we did. Itôs a beautiful game, after all. 
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ñI am very invested in the 

growth and improvement of 

SCOR for its members.ò 

     - Mark Vanni 



The Many Faces of 
SCORé 
From pre-school through high school, 

boys and girls, parents, grandparents and 

siblings, Travel, Academy, House, Rec 

Plus and Holland programs, and through 

our many generous sponsors, SCOR has 

been recognized as one of the largest and 

most multi-faceted town soccer programs 

in Connecticut. These photos show the 

diversity of SCORôs many programs. 

The Many Faces of SCOR 
ñLower House,ò Pre-K to 1st Grade 

The Many Faces of SCOR: Middle & 
Upper House / ñRec Plusò - 2nd Grade  

Through High School 

SCOR Leadership Changesðcontinued. 

SCOR FinancialsðRob Jasminski & Kishore Rao 
Rob, what are you most proud of in your tenure as SCOR treasurer? 
Amid increasing competition from neighboring towns and emerging programs such 
as Premier, I am very proud that we have been able to keep SCOR financially 
strong, financially affordable and an incredible value given the depth and breadth of 
programs we offer kids and families in Ridgefield. In my tenure with the club we 
have been able to give back to the town. From House to Academy, to Travel, to Rec 
Plus to Holland, we have a wide variety of programs so that any kid in town with a 
desire to play soccer can find the right program. And, even more important, we have 
been able to maintain our annual SCOR scholarships, helped with the Tiger Hollow 
project and have never turned away a family in need of support. 
 
Kishore, what got you interested in the opportunity? And what are your plans 
for the SCOR treasurer role? 
My children and our entire family have had a great experience in SCOR in each of 
its programs - House, Academy and Travel - for almost a decade.  We've enjoyed 
not only the on-field soccer experiences but also the off-field camaraderie and 
friendships we've made though SCOR. Given Rob's "retirement" and the need for a 
replacement, I thought this role would give me a meaningful way to serve the club 
and the community. 

The Club has enjoyed great success over the last couple years in meeting its mis-
sion as measured by the strong enrollment numbers across our programs.  The 
Club is in solid financial shape at this time.  Having said that, there are always op-
portunities for improvement.  The Board and our Director of Coaching are eager to 
help the Club improve with the assistance of our members. 

My goal is to help the Board and program VPs maintain SCORôs success and finan-
cial viability in the face of what seem to be constantly rising cost pressures. 

Rob and Kishore, what would you like to say to our SCOR News readers? 
Rob: I would like to thank the SCOR Board and all of our parents for being so pas-
sionate about the development of our kids and their experience and for keeping that 
mission above all else. Our mission has always been to run the club for the club. 
 
Kishore: I want to emphasize our focus on maintaining our wide variety of pro-
grams and offerings and running our club in a smart way financially so we can 
continue to deliver strong value to our members across the entire spectrum.  
 
Editorôs Note: SCOR would like to thank Rob Jasminski for his many 
years of dedicated service to the Board. Steve Sasse has taken on the role of 
Vice President for Peter Coffin, who is now directing special capital projects for 
SCOR. 

Odds & Ends 

¶ Time to Think About Winter Soccer! 

Ridgefield 7-8 girls House all-star combined team 

at Newtown Columbus Day Tournament. 

First grade boys House players step it up under the di-

rection of Lower House executive director Reynaldo Aloy 

Pre-K kids hit the field under director Derek Montaner 


