Walker runs Canton to 47-26
KLAA West win over rival
Plymouth
Senior running back gains 315 yards in 47-26 win for
Chiefs
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His last name is Walker, but he's turning out to be quite the Runner for the
Canton High football team.
Steven Walker put up Herschel Walker-like numbers in Friday night's 47-26
football win over rival Plymouth as the 5-foot-9, 170-pound senior, whose
favorite NFL player is Le'Veon Bell, busted loose for 315 yards on the
ground and four touchdowns as the Chiefs improved to 2-1 overall and 2-0
in the KLAA's West Division.
Walker, a third-year varsity starter, has had no trouble fitting into Canton's
Wing-T attack, which chewed up a total of 513 yards rushing against the
Wildcats (2-1, 1-1).
"I like it alot, it teaches you how to be tough, follow your blocks, read the
keys and everything," said Walker, who had TD runs of 13, 4, 50 and 47
yards.

Walker, however, deflected the praise afterwards, giving credit to the guys
up front.
"They blocked terrific," Walker said. "They worked so hard in practice to the
point where I can't explain. It's crazy. If it wasn't for the offensive line this
wouldn't have happened."
Canton came out of the gate fast going 80 yards in just seven plays capped
by Marco Johnson's 2-yard TD run. The Chiefs then scored again on the
final with just under a second left in the first period on Walker's 13-yard TD
jaunt to make it 14-0.
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Plymouth's Jeremy Fuchs (5) goes up for the catch against Canton defender Tyler
Milo. (Photo: MICHAEL VASILNEK)

But on the ensuing kickoff, Nathan Janke injected some life into the
Wildcats' sideline as he raced up the middle for a 79-yard TD return. But
the Wildcats were unable to convert the point-after.
In the second period, Canton got a key fourth-and-14 conversion pass from
Ben Stesiak to tight end Noah VanBerkel for 30 yards. On the next play,
Walker took it in from 4 yards out with 5:16 left in the half for a 21-6 Canton
advantage.
But Plymouth, despite only 69 total yards in the opening half, cut the deficit
to 21-13 when junior quarterback Nick Downs hit Jeremy Fuchs on an
alley-oop 12-yard TD pass with only 34.1 seconds remaining (Jackson
Vacca's extra point was good.)
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Plymouth's Brad Miller (73) takes on Canton ball carrier Luke Joppi. (Photo: MICHAEL
VASILNEK)

The late Plymouth score made Canton sit up and take notice at
intermission.
"It's football, it's a game of momentum especially a game like this," Canton
first-year coach Andrew LaFata said. "They get the kickoff return. And our
kicker, he's trying, he's doing the best he can. It's the best kicker we have
at Canton, but it's a game of momentum. Sometimes the stats lie."
On their first possession to open the third quarter, Downs found Janke wide
open on a fade for a 32-yard TD pass. Down 21-19, the Wildcats lined up
for the two-point conversion, but got called for a delay of game penalty
sending Vacca out for the extra point to cut the Canton lead to 21-20, with
10:37 left.
Canton's Marco Johnson then ripped off a 40-yard run and Stesiak took it in
on an 18-yard fake and keeper to put the Chiefs ahead 28-20 with 5:17
remaining in the third.
Canton then stopped the Wildcats on fourth-and-4 at their own 28 with 3:09
to go in the third and went up two scores, 34-20, when Walker busted up
the gut of the Plymouth defense for a 50-yard TD run. (The extra point was
no good with 1:10 remaining.)
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Canton's Juwan Frazier (left) tries to break the grasp of Plymouth tackler Spenser
Korroch. (Photo: MICHAEL VASILNEK)

"He could be one of the greats, he's fast," LaFata said of Walker. "He just
competes. He plays angry, tough and competes every single time he
touches that ball he wants to do something with it. Even when he doesn't
have it he wants to block for teammates."
Plymouth had good field position most of the night, but the Wildcats had a
drive foiled on the last play of the third quarter when Darius Robinson
picked up a Carson Miller fumble at the 15 and returned it to the 43.
The Wildcats then got Canton to cough it up with a fumble and Downs
made it 34-26 with a perfectly thrown ball to Janke for a 35-yard TD with
6:09 to play. But the extra point was blocked leaving it an eight-point deficit.
The Chiefs, who recovered the onside kick (by Zach Kubacki), put it away
with 4:59 left on a 3-yard TD run by Luke Joppi after Walker burned the
Plymouth defense for a 39-yard run on third-and-6. The PAT kept it a 14point spread, 40-26.
Walker capped his big night with a 47-yard TD run to break the 300-yard
barrier with 1:22 left to put an exclamation point on the victory for the
Chiefs.
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Canton ball carrier Marco Johnson (27) gets a lead block from teammate Steven Walker
(4). (Photo: MICHAEL VASILNEK)

Walker, however, was under orders to go down at the line of scrimmage
with the clock winding down, but he had other ideas.
"I had to put points up on the board, so I just kept going," Walker said.
Plymouth, meanwhile, had its moments on both sides of the ball, but
couldn't match Canton prolific ground attack.
Miller, a senior who racked up 295 yards on 41 carries the previous week in
a win over Howell, finished with 85 yards on 20 carries. The Wildcats had
115 yards on the ground and 188 passing as Downs was 10-of-23.
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"Offensively speaking we started off slow, missed a couple of throws early
and we kind of had the jitters early," Plymouth first-year coach Brian Lewis
said. "It was one of those deals where I don't think our start helped us. We
got it to a one score game and even a point-game . . . we've got to be able
to finish, get a stop, get a score when it's that point."

Plymouth's Nathan Janke (4) scores on a 79-yard kick-off return for a TD in Friday's 47-26
loss to Canton. (Photo: MICHAEL VASILNEK)

To complement Walker in the backfield, Johnson added 80 yards on 11
carries, while Joppi chipped in with 77 on 15 attempts. Stesiak also added
37.
"They're tough to prepare for because it's hard for our kids to emulate the
speed in practice, so I thought we took some time to get used to it," Lewis
said. "Once we got used to it, we made some plays defensively that were
good plays."
LaFata compares Canton's Wing-T to novacaine.
"We run the 12 plays, that's what we do," the Canton coach said. "Years
back we were running too much, we went back to the JV playbook and
that's what we're doing."
When LaFata, a former offensive lineman himself at Canton was asked to
give out a grade for his blocking unit, he simply said.
"They get a 'W,'" the first year coach said. "We won."
And Lewis gave his props to Canton as well, which now leads the series
between the two schools, 15-5.
"They're good," the Plymouth coach said. "They're well coached and they
have a great scheme. They do those things and it's tough to stop. They
definitely busted a few long runs that were back breakers for sure, but I
thought our kids battled tonight."

