SNOWED UNDER: Chiefs
stopped cold by Cass Tech
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Every time it appeared that Canton's season was done, they made a play
to make it seem like they were destined to go all the way.
Despite trailing powerful Detroit Cass Tech 48-28 with 7:39 in the Division 1
semifinal held at Troy Athens High School, the Chiefs' vaunted offense
came up with two quick scores and two timely onside kicks to give them a
chance at going to Ford Field.
But quarterback Jake O'Donnell scrambled and ran for a first down at the
Cass Tech 35-yard line just as time expired and Canton fell, 48-41. The
11-2 Technicians will face Romeo 1 p.m. Saturday in the D1 championship
contest.
For the Chiefs (10-3), who exploded for 41 points with snow covering the
field and wind blowing, the game will be remembered for the missed

opportunities more than anything else. They fumbled at the Cass Tech goal
line — twice.
"We left points out there," Canton head coach Tim Baechler said. "It's going
to be hard for our kids to watch this, it really is. They're gonna be disgusted,
they're gonna want to puke. But the kids battled, what more could you
ask?"
Never say die
Although Canton had every right to pack up and leave when Cass Tech's
Donovan Johnson ran in a 23-yard touchdown to complete a 99-yard
Technician drive to take a 48-28 lead with 7:39 remaining, the Chiefs dug in
and played arguably their toughest football of the season.
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Cass Tech sophomore quarterback Aaron Jackson (No. 19) tries to work his way past
Canton defenders Reid McDonnell (No. 18) and Jake Stephan (No. 40). (Photo: MICHAEL
VASILNEK)

Canton patiently marched 69 yards and scored on a 14-yard touchdown
pass from O'Donnell to Brennon Pelland. After a fumbled snap on the extra
point, they still trailed, 48-34 with only 3:00 remaining.
Kicker Ben Tubaro gave the Chiefs a jolt of energy when he swung the
ensuing onside kick to the right, near, side of the field. In seemingly perfect
fashion, the ball landed right in the hands of Colin Troup.
Momentum had completely swung Canton's way when they converted a
fourth-and-14 play four plays later. O'Donnell, with the 15 miles-per-hour

wind gusting in his face, tossed a jump ball for Jesse Warner. The tight end
caught it five yards short of the first down, but muscled his way for 10 more
yards to give the Chiefs new life.
Later in the drive, Canton was faced with a fourth-and-three from the
Technician 6-yard line.
Markus Sanders — who paced the Chiefs' offense with 280 yards rushing
and four TDs to nearly reach 2,500 yards for the season — took the pitch
and slithered around the right side of the offensive line for just about an
inch past the first down marker. He finished off the drive on the next play as
he rushed in straight through the middle to get Canton within one
possession with 36 seconds left.
Just when the game couldn't have gotten any crazier, the Chiefs
miraculously came up with their second onside kick recovery in a row
(three total in the game) as Tubaro booted a textbook one-hopper to the far
left side of the field where a Cass Tech player bobbled it and senior Jake
McKinnon fell on the football.
Faced with a fourth-and-four at the Cass Tech 40-yard line with six seconds
left, O'Donnell scrambled for the first down and dove out of bounds, but
time expired.
Plowing forward
The snow didn't play a factor for either team's offense. Although the Troy
Athens ground crew plowed the field before the delayed 2 p.m. kickoff,
snow began to accumulate more and more every play. By the time the
game was over, about four inches of snow covered the playing surface.
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Diving over the goal line on his TD catch-and-run is Canton’s Brennon Pelland (No.
34). (Photo: MICHAEL VASILNEK)

Canton racked up 490 total yards (374 rushing, 116 passing) and Cass
Tech mustered 483 (267 rushing, 216 passing).
In addition to Sanders, Jared Stephens ran for 49 yards on 14 carries. Lou
Baechler scored a touchdown and rushed for 32 yards. O'Donnell
completed four of eight passes for 116 yards and one touchdown. Pelland
had three catches for 78 yards.
Cass Tech's steady duo of Johnson and Tim Cheatem were a thorn in
Canton's side all game long as they accumulated 154 and 91 yards,
respectively.
"On that last drive they scored, we had guys fit right where they were
supposed to be and those kids bounced and made plays," Baechler said.
Cass Tech stormed out of the gates in the third quarter with back-to-back
long touchdown passes from Aaron Jackson to Donovan Peoples-Jones of
80 and 78 yards. For Jackson, it was his first career start following the
injury to Rodney Hall.
"We just wanted to make sure he didn't take the game out of control and he
didn't. It was his to win," Cass Tech head coach Thomas Wilcher said.
The Canton secondary battled all game long, according to Baechler.
Despite going up against a 5-star player like Peoples-Jones who is 6foot-3, the Canton cornerbacks stayed diligent in man-to-man coverage.
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"Our corners looked like eighth graders compared to their guys, it was a
shame," Baechler said. "We got to give those guys credit. The kids battled,
what more could you ask?
"Obviously the weather had nothing to do with the passing game, hell, we
even completed some passes tonight."

Drained after a crushing defeat are Canton seniors Jared Stephens (No. 6) and Jalen
Cochran (No. 81). (Photo: MICHAEL VASILNEK)
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After Saturday’s heartbreaking loss in the Division 1 semifinal, Canton head coach Tim
Baechler tells his players how proud he was of them for the way they played in
2015. (Photo: MICHAEL VASILNEK)
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Freeing up room for Canton running back Markus Sanders (No. 2) is offensive lineman
Joshua Dunn (No. 73), putting a solid block on a Cass Tech defender. (Photo: MICHAEL
VASILNEK)
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Canton’s Jalen Cochran (No. 81) dives to recover a Detroit Cass Tech fumble during
Saturday’s D1 semifinal. (Photo: MICHAEL VASILNEK)
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The snow-covered trenches were no problem for the Chiefs and Technicians, as shown
on this play. (Photo: MICHAEL VASILNEK)

