'Perfect' payback: Canton downs
Saline, 27-7
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Last year, the Canton Chiefs got into a shootout with Saline quarterback
Josh Jackson and lost 42-35 in a Division 1 football regional final.
On Friday, the teams got together for the sequel but the Chiefs weren't
about to get outgunned this time. Canton outplayed the top-ranked Hornets
in all categories, limiting Jackson to 70 yards passing and carving up the
Saline defense to the tune of 375 rushing yards en route to a impressive
27-7 victory.
The Chiefs (10-2) now move on to play a D1 semifinal against either
Macomb Dakota or Detroit Cass Tech.
"Exactly," said veteran Canton head coach Tim Baechler, asked about
whether his team followed the game plan. "Our defense played better than
I thought, I'm so proud of those guys. So proud of those guys, man they
wanted this.
"And our offense had those long drives. It was a perfect third quarter. They
had a four-minute drive (and) we stopped them on fourth down, then we
had an eight-minute drive that ended in points. Couldn't draw it up any
better than that."
Baechler said the Chiefs walked into Hornet Stadium driven to make sure
they left with more than a sour taste in their mouths.
"Our kids, we were angry about last year," Baechler emphasized. "We
thought we should have had it last year, too.
"They just made more plays than we did (in the 2014 game), we made
some mistakes. We came in here angry.”

The Canton Chiefs celebrate after knocking off Saline 27-7 in Friday’s Division 1 regional
football final. (Photo: MICHAEL VASILNEK)

Bounceback
An indication the Chiefs might fare better in the rematch came early on. On
third and long, a low snap bounced through Jackson, leading to a 20-yard
loss.
Canton senior running back Jared Stephens — who carried 21 times for
121 yards, scored his team's final TD and had a clutch interception on
defense — coughed up the pigskin on the Chiefs' subsequent offensive
series.
But the ball bounced right back into his arms.
Then came a play that gave the Chiefs a shot of momentum.
With about three minutes to play in the first quarter, a Canton punt was
misplayed by Saline's Stevie Kise and recovered by Steven Szymusiak.
Five plays later, Canton was on the scoreboard on a 1-yard TD run by
quarterback Jake O'Donnell. Setting up his score were two big gainers by
Stephens.
One was a 17-yard reception and the other a 24-yard burst down the left
sideline.
"Last year we got the loss (against Saline) and we really wanted to get this
win," Stephens said. "I didn't want this to be my last game so I did
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everything I could to get the win, defense and offense, because I'm going
both ways this year."
Meanwhile, the Hornets (10-1) could not do much against the Canton
defense.
On a fourth down play early in the second quarter, Jackson was sacked by
the trio of Jalen Cochran, Lou Baechler and Stephens.
"Josh is a great kid, he's commited to Virginia Tech, so it's always good to
beat somebody that's going D-I," Stephens noted. "It's nice to do that
because there's people out here watching him.
"If you perform in a game like this, they're out here watching you, too."
Next came an eight-minute drive that ended with a 2-yard touchdown run
by Jakob Wickens to cap off a 70-yard, 15-play march.
Two plays later, Jackson was picked off by Stephens to ensure that Canton
took a 14-0 edge into the intermission.
Jackson and the Hornets took the second half kickoff with hopes of cutting
that lead in half. Instead, the Canton defense got it done again, this time
when defensive pursuit from Jake Stephan forced Jackson to throw the ball
wildly on fourth down.
The Chiefs, featuring a mix of running plays from Stephens and 5-7 junior
standout Markus Sanders (25-195) moved the chains to inside Saline's 15.

Flying down the field for a big gainer Friday is Canton’s Markus Sanders (left). He rushed
for nearly 200 yards against Saline. (Photo: MICHAEL VASILNEK)

Sophomore Lou Baechler burst up the middle for nine yards to the goal line
and he finished off the series with a 1-yard scoring plunge as time expired
in the third.
"That was absolutely huge," coach Baechler said "We talked about gaining
momentum back in the second half. Defense gets a stop, offense has got
to come through.
"Then we score and momentum was totally 100 percent on our side."
The lone blemish for Canton came in the first minute of the fourth quarter
when the strong-armed Jackson connected on a 38-yard scoring strike to
Mike Monahan.
Home stretch
But the Chiefs took the air out of Saline's collective balloon just four plays
later. Sanders, on a third down play, broke free for a 49-yard gain down to
the Hornets' 24.
Stephens then steamrolled through the line for a 9-yard TD, diving for the
front-left pylon.
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Diving toward the end zone in the fourth quarter is Canton’s Jared Stephens. He scored
on the play. (Photo: MICHAEL VASILNEK)

To close out the victory, the Canton defense kept pressuring Jackson with
Colin Troup breaking up one pass and the combo of Lou Baechler and
Jake McKinnon collecting another sack.
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On fourth and 23, Jackson threw way over the head of his intended
receiver to turn the ball over to the Chiefs with 4:53 left.
From that point, all Canton's offense had to do was play it smart.
"Just keep control of the ball, protect it, don't let them strip it and take the
clock down," said O'Donnell, stressing that the team's mission was to "run
downhill all night long."
And now the Canton Chiefs are just one win away from going downtown —
to Ford Field.

Protecting the football on this carry is Canton running back Jakob Wickens (middle).
Throwing a block on the play is Jared Stephens (left), who was one of Friday’s
standouts. (Photo: MICHAEL VASILNEK)
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Lou Baechler (No. 38) takes the ball over the goal line for a Canton touchdown on the
final play of the third quarter Friday. (Photo: MICHAEL VASILNEK)

