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HOWARD “DOUG” BUTT: THE KIND AND REMARKABLE MAN THAT STARTED IT ALL 

 
As we prepare to help organize next week’s 43rd Annual Doug Butt 
Run on Wednesday October 16, we asked two of Doug’s long-time 
friends, Claudia Wilde and Cindy Lederer, to talk about this Solano 
County racing tradition and also about their late friend Doug: 
 
How did the Doug Butt Race begin? 
Claudia Wilde – “Believe it or not, running was rather popular in 
the ‘70s. I had started the Amy Blanc Training Club and Doug was 
keen on the idea of a race for kids that they didn’t have to pay for. 
It was held at Rockville Park for a number of years, then one time 
at the KI Jones Park and Hillview Park. Then it moved to Alan Witt 
until 2009.” 
 
What was Doug Butt like? 
Cindy Lederer – “A true and loyal friend. He would do anything for 
you and was truly interested in how you were. When you needed 
him he was there. When my daughter was in college, she wanted to 
start running, so I called Doug, he didn't hesitate to help. He spent 
two days working with her and never asked for anything in return.  
 
“He was an ultimate professional. His passion was teaching kids 
how to be healthy and its importance. He started out as a 
classroom teacher. An avid runner, he told me once that he 
started running his freshman year in HS after joining the track 
team. He ran everyday rain or shine, until the day he was 
hospitalized 2 months before his death from cancer (in 2012). He 
was a staple on the streets of Fairfield and Suisun after school 
and weekends. He loved to enter races that supported great 
causes and set that example to his students—that community 

races were for everyone. He was a devoted father/husband. He 
has a daughter, son, and granddaughter. Unfortunately, he passed 
before his granddaughter was born. His son Kevin was an adopted 
baby from a foster parent neighbor. 
 
“He was kind, generous, confidant, dedicated, and always positive. 
He had a great way about him that would just make you feel good 
when you were around him. Being that his last name was "Butt," 
he used to start every school year talking about his last name. 
After that, he never had a problem with kids making fun of his last 
name.” 
 
Why is it important to continue this race? 
Claudia – “For years I recruited district kids for my track team 
from the races. I followed runners as they competed in HS 
because they started with the Butt run. Running is not as 
glamorous as football and basketball, and it takes a certain type of 
kid to like it. It was also a good boost for girls to excel. The Butt 
run is an easy way to get hooked from running a 1/2 mile - 3/4 
mile and then mile. Those distances were PE distances. My kids 
warmed up with 1/2 or 3/4 mile before activity. Running it against 
kids from other schools was a competitive challenge. The Butt run 
can provide an opportunity for runners to compete up to 8 years 
and develop a love for the sport. The distances are perfect for the 
grade levels.” 
 
What’s your fondest memory of the Doug Butt Run? 
Cindy – “My first Doug Butt Run was in 1989; it was my first time 
meeting him. I was so impressed on how the event was run. Doug 
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and Claudia had this event down to the littlest details. Back then, 
Doug ran every race and the kids followed him, which was 
awesome! The kids were having a great time. Another memory 
was the one year that it rained during the whole race. Doug was 
set on having the event. We didn't have too many kids come out 
but the ones who did come, ran. We all had a great time in the 
rain.” 
 
Anything else you’d like to share about Doug Butt or the Doug 
Butt run? 
Claudia – “The Butt run would have been something that a young 
Doug would have appreciated as a small-sized kid. It would have 
been a great outlet for his athleticism. This event might find 
another Doug Butt.” 

 
Cindy – “The year after Doug retired from the school district, 
physical educator Lark Elze (Cordelia Hills educator) came up with 
the idea of renaming the event in honor of Doug. It was a great 
idea, and he was very honored that we did that. I want to thank 
Northbay F.C. for taking over this event, for it keeps his memory 
alive for all those who were honored to call him our friend.” 
 
Free registration for Doug Butt Run at: 
 https://tinyurl.com/NBFC-DBRun 
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Hello Families -  
 
THREE MORE REASONS FOR ALL OF YOU TO VOLUNTEER FOR THE DOUG BUTT RUN: 
 

1. It's a fun time engaging with the local community. The run is a feel-good experience for the whole family. 
2. It's FREE. That means your player can get a race/run experience while you work off those volunteer hours without sacrificing family time.  
3. It is a popular volunteer event because it doesn't feel like work. Beats weeding & picking up trash 😒😒.  
 
Sign up before all the spots are taken at the link below.  
https://www.leagueathletics.com/Volunteer/VolAlertCalendar.asp?n=67540&org=northbayelitesocceracademy.com 
 
Thank you for all your support.  
Coach Al 
 
CLUB NEWS 

 

 
Our Ajax 2006 Boys took 1st place and went undefeated at the CUFA 

Fall tournament in Lake Tahoe! 
 

 
 

 
Our 2010 girls bring home the trophy! 1st place at the Benicia Fall 

Classic. 
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