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NORTHBAY F.C. ALUMNI JENNIFER DELEON NOW PLAYING FOR THE GUATEMALA NATIONAL TEAM! 
 
Only a few years ago, the talented Jennifer DeLeon was making her 
mark as a NorthBay F.C. star. She has continued excelling as a 
player and is now a member of the U-20 Guatemalan National Team! 
We caught up with Jennifer to ask her about her path from the 
soccer fields in Solano County to the world stage. 
 
How did you go from playing in NorthBay F.C. to being an 
international soccer player? 
I was talking to my mom about how the sub 15 international team of 
Guatemala had won a tournament—they had made an Instagram to 
tell everyone when the next games were going to be and I was telling 
her to follow it—and the next day they posted that scouts were 
going to be coming to 3 parts of California and, if you were 
interested in playing, to come out. At first I thought it was a joke 
because social media these days can be tricky with all the lies and 
scams, but I talked to my parents and one of my closest cousins 
that I look up to and I decided to go. “Why not?” I said, because you 
never know at the end of the day. It wasn’t going to hurt to go try. I 
thought to myself this was just going to be an opportunity that fell 
into my lap due to my dedication to improvement. It’s everyone’s 
dream to be an athlete, and for me to now be someone who is going 
to be playing internationally . . . it’s amazing how things can change, 
to think how 8 years ago I was playing for NorthBay wishing to play 
for the next level, and now I’m playing on the sub 20 international 
team of Guatemala! 
 
How did you get so good at soccer? 
This question is hard to respond to because I don’t play to be good. 
I’m here playing the game that brings me the most joy, adrenaline 

rushes, and happiness. I have so much room to grow and learn still 
and I’m just getting started. 
 
What advice would you give to young kids in our club who want 
to go on to play international soccer? 
My advice to the young players who are striving to play 
internationally is to have confidence in yourself because you are 
your own biggest fan. Also to never second guess yourself because 
that’s how you lose opportunities. 
 
How does it feel to represent your country when you step onto 
the soccer field? 
It feels like such a great honor. I feel so important and impactful. 
Although I was born in the United States, my blood is from 
Guatemala, and to be playing for a team who represents all of 
Guatemala is crazy to think about. I’m playing with a whole country 
rooting for me to bring Guatemala back up into the spotlight and 
that makes me feel important and makes me work harder to achieve 
the goal of doing so. On the other hand, I feel very impactful because 
what I do on and off the field is going to motivate other young girls 
in Guatemala to play soccer too, and that’s how I can impact the 
growth of women soccer in my country. 
 
What was it about your experience at NorthBay F.C. that was 
positive for your soccer career? 
I think that the positive coaches and all the practices, games, and 
tournaments really showed me that I enjoyed what I was doing. It 
helped me realize that playing soccer helped me get through life 
and school, and that it was something I want to pursue as a possible 
career.
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NorthBay F.C. Parents: 
 
I would like to welcome you to the club and new season. Soccer is a 
global game and, as you can imagine, there are many approaches, 
styles, and strategies that attract fans and players alike. Although 
these differences exist, the most successful models all follow one 
golden rule and that is the rule of Player Formation. This entails the 
learning process of what needs to be understood, and having the tools 
and resources to allow players the exposure and environment to 
enable the protagonists to learn from them. We call our players 
protagonists because they create as they perform. This is very 
important for their overall formation and success. It is my role as 
DOC to makes sure the golden rule is being respected and to protect 
the environments that foster this. With your help as a parent we can 
guarantee formation. I look forward to continuing this conversation 
with you, your players, and coaches throughout the season.  
 
Al Arevalo 
Director of Coaching 

 
 
NorthBay F.C. Parents:  
 
Welcome to the club and the new season! We are thankful for your 
continued support to our beloved club, and it is my honor to take our 
club into the future from a business perspective. Our brand is what 
everyone knows us by, which is why we have moved on to a more 
modern looking logo. As you can tell, we have kept some remnants of 
our original logo to remind everyone who we are and how far we have 
come as a club. Soccer is growing in America and we need to stay 
ahead of the curve, which is why we have partnered with NorCal 
United FC to become their Academy. We will not see many changes to 
the NorthBay F.C. we love, but little by little, we will be changing our 
previous ways to take us to new heights. I can’t wait to see all of the 
accomplishments we share as a club and see our players develop to 
the next level. Thank you all again and let’s have a great year!  
 
 
Jon Edmisten  
Executive Director 

 
CLUB NEWS 
 
The ‘10 Girls competed in The 23rd Annual CUFA Summer Tournament in South Lake Tahoe during Father’s Day weekend last month and took 
home 2nd place. The girls played 4 games during this weekend and all 10 girls managed to score. By the end of the tournament they racked up 
32 goals for NorthBay! In July we have the ‘08 Girls, ‘09 Girls, and ‘06 Boys playing the San Ramon Summer Classic Tournament; good luck, kids!   
 
Thank you to all of our new board members for stepping up: 
 

• Nathan Blunt, Director of Registrations 
• Mary MacNiven, Vice President of Operations 
• Tisha Mora, Director of Treasury 
• Roberto Ordonez, Director of Logistics 

 
We have several board positions still open. Contact Coach Al or Jon if you are interested. Open positions include: 
 

• Director of Fundraising 
• Director of Scheduling 
• Director of Business Development.  

 
Remember: this club is run by volunteers, and our club’s success and our children’s development depends strictly on us.  
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