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Policy and Procedures for Play-up Requests 
 
GBA strives to ensure that players are playing in the correct league for the 
benefit of the player, their safety, and their team.  When it comes to parents 
requesting that their children play up in the next age group GBA will conduct an 
exception review.  This process begins with the player registering under the 
League Exception option on our website.  The Director of Registration will notify 
the league presidents involved. GBA will then gather input from the parents, 
previous coaches and affected league presidents.   These league presidents will 
review this information and then consult with the GBA Commissioner and GBA 
Dir of Coach/Player Development.  From these collaborations, a determination of 
the player’s status will be made and the parents will be informed of our decision.  
The player’s registration will then be moved to the approved age group based on 
the outcome of the decision.   
 
The criteria used for this review process is as follows: 
  

o The move up must be in the player’s best interest.  They must be 
able to strive in the league they are playing up in and be at a 
level, based on skill and maturity, to continue to get opportunities 
at key positions......just as they would have received if they had 
stayed at the grade/age appropriate league they were in.   

o The general guideline is that the player would be in the top third 
of the grade/age group they want to play up in. 

o Their previous coach(es) (non-parent) must endorse this move 
based on previous criteria. 

o Requests made to play up two grade/age levels must meet all 
criteria and then be approved by the GBA board. 

o This exception process must be followed even if the player 
played up the previous season. This means players wishing to 
play up must register under the League Exception each new 
season (spring and fall) to receive approval. 

  
 


