
Pioneer or Rookie—Which Should I Choose for My 6 yr old? 

 
Please note that beginning in the 2016 Spring Season, GBA will not 

offer a Pioneer League.  We recommend that those interested in that 
League contact All Star Sports (click Here for more information on All 

Star Sports). However, since the GBA’s Rookie League is open to 
players who are 6-7 years old, a parent of a 6 year old may wonder 

which program is best for their child.  
  

The main difference is that the Pioneer League is designed to improve 
players’ skills and confidence for players who have had very little 

experience playing baseball.  For example, players in the Pioneer 
League will start hitting from a tee and may move to coach pitch as 

the season progresses.  The Rookie League, on the other hand, starts 
the season with coach’s pitching.  Having separate leagues allows 

players to play with those of the same skill level.  In the Pioneer 

League, coaches will be able to work on the skills of throwing and 
catching so that players will be ready to move on to the Rookie League 

next season.  The Rookie League will consist of players who are ready 
now to play at a higher skill level, thus increasing the level of play at 

that league. 
 

To help you decide which League is best for your 6 year old, please 
review the below questions about his/her skill level.  If you 

answered “No” to two or more questions, we would strongly 
encourage you choose the Pioneer League as the most suited 

league for your player: 
 

 Has your child participated in any baseball leagues, classes or 
camps? 

 

 Can your child catch with a glove, 4 out of 10 baseballs thrown 
to him/her? 

 
 Can your child hit 3 out of 10 pitches you throw (using a normal 

baseball and bat)? 
 

 Can your child throw a baseball accurately in the air to you from 
20 feet away? 

 
 Is your child confident (not timid) of the ball when catching or 

hitting a baseball? 

http://www.allstarsi1.com/

