
 

 
 

Message from the President 
 

Brad Otto, President 
 

Greetings! Normally this email would be full of excitement for the upcoming pool season however these past few 
weeks have been challenging for many. I'm sure your lives have been upended and there is not a single resident 
who hasn't been forced to make changes. Our thoughts are with you all. 
 
Presently, we are preparing the pool to be open as soon as possible following the current restrictions. There is a 
great deal of work that goes into getting our facility up and running each spring and we have started the 
necessary steps to ensure we are ready once allowed to open. Your WCRA Board, Wahoo Team Reps, and many 
volunteers have been hard at work to make this upcoming year (our 50th!) amazing. 
 
We are in continuous discussion with Premier Aquatics, our pool management company, to understand 
expectations for this upcoming season and ensure that appropriate precautions are taken to create as safe an 
environment for our members as is reasonably possible. 
 
Our facilities require significant upkeep even when not in use and while we expect a slightly delayed opening we 
do still need our bonded members to pay annual dues in a timely fashion to ensure the regular maintenance 
needs of WCRA are appropriately funded. This said, we are extending the annual dues deadline to May 22nd. 
More information regarding timelines is listed in the Membership section below. 
 
Over this offseason, our volunteers and board members have put in many hours landscaping, developing and 
organizing team events, planning parties and lining up fun activities. Please thank them when you see them! 
Most of our WCRA volunteers have full-time jobs, busy family schedules (including homeschooling!), and other 
community commitments yet they make time to contribute to WCRA to keep our community great. Please 
consider where you can help out and volunteer with WCRA. Email me directly at 
president@wakefieldchapelrec.org about volunteering, or any other issues or concerns. 
 
Like you, we are taking each day at a time and will provide updates to the membership as soon as they are 
available.  We are all members of a wonderful community and I know that we will come out of this temporary 
situation stronger and more resilient than ever! 
 
I remain hopeful that we'll be able to enjoy another fun summer season and can’t wait to see you all at the pool 
or on the courts. 
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Board Notes 
 

OPENING WEEKEND:  The pool is planned to open Thursday, June 11th from 11am-9pm. Grab the family and your 
favorite beverage and head on over to kick off the season with your friends at WCRA.  
 
The Hill:  The WCRA Hill will open for reservations closer to opening day.  The Board has decided that no 
reservations will be permitted on holidays, when pool use is highest – Saturday, 7/4, and Monday, 9/7.  
 
As a reminder, only the HILL area above the bleachers can be reserved, and reservations are limited a maximum 
of 4 hours.  Guest passes are required for any non-WCRA members.  Additionally, Hill reservations are not 
necessarily exclusive – you may be asked to share the Hill with another group if there are multiple requests. 
Set-up and clean-up of the Hill are your responsibility – please enjoy yourself but remember to keep it nice for 
everyone. 
 
Board Meetings:  The WCRA Board meets on the third Thursday of each month from 7pm-9pm at the Sprague 
Center.  Open discussion for membership is 7pm-7:15pm.  All members are welcome to attend!  If you wish to 
include an item on the agenda, please submit your request via email one week in advance of the meeting (send 
to secretary@wakefieldchapelrec.org). 
 
Questions?  Various governing and organizational documents (i.e. Bylaws, Rules & Regulations and other WCRA 
policies) and all Meeting Minutes can be found on the website, www.wakefieldchapelrec.org as well as contact 
information for your volunteer Board Members. 

 
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES: 
 

Dues Paid – before midnight on May 22nd 

Family Profile completed – by June 10th 
Opening Day – June 11th 
 

 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  WCRA Pool Closings for 2020 season 
 

Partial and full pool closings can be found in the Social / Activities section on our website, here: Scheduled Pool 
CLOSINGS! Also check the Upcoming Events section.  

 
Saturday, 6/13 Wahoos Swim Time Trials, closed until 11:30am (½ hour after regular opening) 

Monday, 7/6 Wahoos Swim B Meet, closed at 4pm 
Monday, 7/13 Wahoos Swim B Meet, closed at 4pm 
Saturday, 7/25 Wahoos Swim Banquet, closed at 3pm 
 
(All dates are subject to change – please be sure to visit the Events Calendar at www.wakefieldchapelrec.org for 
the latest information and to see where/reciprocal pools that WCRA Members may use during closures.) 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

Summer Manos, Director for Membership 
 

WCRA membership has continued to grow over the winter and Temporary Memberships will not be offered at 
this time. At present time WCRA has: 493 Bonded Members (up from 475 in March 2019!)  

25 military families (3 year limit) 
0 Temporary Families 
0 Bonded Members on the sales list 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

518 Total Member Families  
 
Do you have a new neighbor who needs a WCRA brochure? Let us know and we’ll drop one by. Word-of-mouth 
continues to be our best source of recruitment for the pool!  
 
Thanks to everyone who has paid their dues already! 
 
All membership dues must be paid by midnight on Friday, May 22nd. The required late fee of $100 dollars is 
built into the software and will be applied automatically to any payment received after the 5/22 deadline. If you 
need assistance with your login credentials, please email membership@wakefieldchapelrec.org.  
 
Members paying by check MUST mail it, postmarked by May 22nd, to: WCRA, PO BOX 1248, Springfield, VA 
22151. (Members may NOT drop the check at a Board Member’s house or at the pool itself. The Board cannot be 
responsible for personal checks that go missing and you put yourself at risk of identity theft by putting them in 
unsecured locations.)  
 
Summer Check-in: please be sure to give the front desk staff your Membership ID number each time you enter 
the pool. The guards will verify your pool membership and the system will track facility usage, which helps the 
Board to plan for future seasons. Remember – you will need a guest pass for each person who is not listed on 
your membership in the system and for any planned event you may host at the pool.  
 
If you have questions or need further information, please email membership@wakefieldchapelrec.org. 
 

OPERATIONS 
 

Brian Collins, VP for Operations 
 

We continued to focus on different sections to make improvements throughout the grounds of WCRA. We are 
very pleased to announce the completion of two large projects. This past offseason we had a large section of the 
hill that receives a lot of foot traffic converted to paver stones. This section at the top of the stairs that was 
primarily compacted dirt has now been transformed into a beautiful patio. 
 
The second large section that has been renovated are the retaining wall bleachers. Following community 
approval at our special meeting in January, all timbers have been replaced and decking boards have been 
installed over the top of the timbers to give an updated and cleaner look. 
 
Both of these projects were completed by the company that we use for all of our facility landscaping 
maintenance, Jose's Lawn & Landscape.  We've been extremely happy with their service and workmanship. 
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We hope to continue to grow the mini-library and board game collection in the Pavilion, so if you have any books 
or games in good condition that you would like to donate, we would be glad to put them to use! We could also 
use a new bookshelf if you are looking to clear out some space in your home. 
 
Community Clean-up Day is pending.  
 
Want a free garden plot? We have several spots remaining in the WCRA community garden, simply come out, 
stake a flag with your name on it in a plot, and it is yours. The plots that are bordered with wood have already 
been claimed, and we encourage any new plot owners to do the same.  
 
We always welcome member feedback, so please e-mail operations@wakefieldchapelrec.org with your 
constructive comments and suggestions to help keep our club the best in Northern Virginia. Looking forward to 
another great summer season at WCRA! Go Wahoos! 

 
SNACK BAR 

 

Kara Andrews, WCRA Snack Bar 
 

The WCRA Snack Bar adds enjoyment and convenience to our members and their guests by offering a variety of 

snacks and beverages during pool operating hours, in a clean and friendly environment. Each year, the snack bar 

grows in popularity, and requires a group of hardworking teens to run and oversee the operation.  

 

EMPLOYMENT  

We are thrilled to announce that Ellie French will be our amazing Student Snack Bar Manager. We will also be 

hiring two student assistant managers and 10 student workers for the snack bar. The due date for applications is 

April 30, 2020! This is an excellent first job for our neighborhood teens, but please understand that a good work 

ethic is expected; the snack bar is managed like a business, and timeliness, responsibility, and quality customer 

service are required. Parents are asked to sign an expectation form, but otherwise this job is the student’s 

responsibility.  

 

To apply, please fill out the APPLICATION FORM. You can also find the form on the Snack Bar Tab as well as the 

home page at www.wakefieldchapelrec.org. 
 

All questions can be emailed to snackbar@wakefieldchapelrec.og. 

 
 
 

SWIM TEAM 

 

Kris Anderson, Liz Collins, & Kyle Durbin, Swim Team Representatives 
 

This summer, the Wakefield Chapel Wahoos are back in Division 2 of the Northern Virginia Swim League (NVSL) 
plus swimming in Monday night Developmental B-meets!  Our goal for 2020 is to continue the Wahoo tradition of 
creating a fun, supportive environment where swimmers of all ages & abilities improve their swimming technique 
while embracing the enthusiastic, good sportsmanship of the Great Wahoo!  
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At this uncertain time, the NVSL is planning for a “business as usual” summer swim season, while also drafting 
alternate scenarios (late start, shorter season, other options) – as the NVSL makes decisions, we will 
communicate those changes to you. 
 
Please visit www.wakefieldchapelswimteam.org for detailed information on practice and event dates and 
times.  In addition to swim meets, we will continue to host MANY spirited Wahoo social activities including a 
team picnic, a pasta dinner, ice cream socials, pancake breakfasts, pep rallies, & more.  With the current stay at 
home order for Virginia through 6/10, daily practice will start the morning of Thursday, June 11th. 
 
This year, the Swim Team Representatives are Kris Anderson, Liz Collins, & Kyle Durbin and the Developmental 
Meet Team Representatives are Summer Manos & Jen Tran.  
 
REGISTRATION & FEES 
Swim team registration will be open online at www.wakefieldchapelswimteam.org on May 1st.  To participate on 
swim team, a child must be between the ages of four and 18 on June 1, 2020.  (NVSL swimmer eligibility is 
determined by the swimmer’s age on June 1st – a swimmer’s age on June 1st is their age for the full 2020 summer 
swim season.) 
 
Swim team registration fees are unchanged for 2020:  $170 for one swimmer; $320 for two swimmers; $450 for 
three $560 for four; $650 for five or more swimmers.  The Minnow Program (for all four- & five-year-olds) is an 
additional $60 fee per swimmer, to support a higher coach to swimmer ratio. 
 
During online registration, the system will ask for your swimmer’s t-shirt size (included with registration) & if you 
would like to order personalized swim caps (an additional $30 for a set of two).  Register by May 24th to order 
personalized caps and guarantee your preferred t-shirt size! 
 
COACHES 
We’re happy to announce that Aubrey May is returning as the Wahoos Head Coach for 2020, with Sarah 
Mansfield & Ty McIntyre as Assistant Coaches.  We are also excited to have a large crew of capable lane coaches 
on deck & in the water, to help each swimmer develop their inner Wahoo. 
 
TEAM SUIT & CAPS 
This will be our 2nd year in a two-year suit schedule, the Wahoos team swimsuit for 2020 will again be the Arena 
Shattered Glass in navy.  You can view & order the suit on www.wakefieldchapelswimteam.org, see Team 
Swimsuit.  The suit is also available for try-on and purchase at Suit Up (10631 Braddock Road).  Purchase of the 
team suit is optional.  (To get Wahoos team swim caps personalized with your swimmer’s name, they must be 
ordered by May 24th through the online registration process.) 
 
Additional Wahoo spirit wear for swimmers & parents is also available for purchase through the “Wahoos Spirit 
Wear” link on www.wakefieldchapelswimteam.org 
 
VOLUNTEERS 
Summer swim is unique in that there’s a place on this team for anyone age 4 to 18 who wants to swim.  How 
many other activities can your kid participate in – on the same team, with their siblings & neighborhood friends 
– for 14 years?  But the team requires many volunteers to make the summer season magic possible.  Wahoo 
parents must volunteer a minimum of 10 hours per swimmer, 20 hours for families with two or more swimmers. 
There are many ways to support the team and volunteer sign up (events/meets) will be on 
www.wakefieldchapelswimteam.org in early June, after registration is complete.  
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We also need volunteers for the future of our swim program – parents are needed to start training this season as 
a Starter, and parents to begin training to work up to Referee (multi-year training).  Please let us know how you 
can help – it’s a great way to support your swimmer’s summer team experience and spend time with your 
neighbors! 
 
Much more detailed information about the Wahoos Swim Team is available in the 2020 Wahoos Swim Team 
Handbook, posted at www.wakefieldchapelswimteam.org, see Documents.  If you have any questions about 
Wahoos Swim team, please email us at wakefieldchapelswimteam@gmail.com.  Go Wahoos! 

 
DIVE TEAM 

 

David Grannis, WCRA Dive Team Representative 
 

We are preparing (fingers crossed) for another great dive season this summer at WCRA.  We happily welcome 
back our returning divers and want to extend a warm welcome to anyone age 5-18 who wants to give diving a try. 
We are always looking for new recruits and put the emphasis on fun and development. 
 
All you need is an interest in the sport, a willingness to learn, and the ability to swim the length of the diving well. 
Additional information about the league is available at https://dive.mynvsl.com. 
 
As a reminder, DIVE TEAM PRACTICES AND MEETS DO NOT CONFLICT WITH SWIM TEAM! We have two, 
one-hour practices from 10:00 -11:00 am and 11:00 am - 12:00 pm each day. Any diver can come to either 
practice (or both!), depending on what works for your schedule. 
 
Everyone is encouraged to participate in meets – held on Tuesday evenings (for A meets) and Thursday evenings 
(for B meets) in late June and July. 
 
Other Info 
 

The dive team runs its registration in parallel with the swim team, so the same sign-up times and costs apply. 
Most divers are on the swim team as well, but you certainly don’t need to be.  Register online (once available) at 
www.wakefieldchapelswimteam.org, see DIVE tab, or you can email the Dive Team Rep 
(wakefieldchapeldive@gmail.com) to request a paper form.  We also welcome divers from other NVSL pools that 
don’t have their own dive team – if you know of someone like this, spread the word! 
 
Volunteers are crucial to the team’s success, but all the jobs are quite reasonable.  We need parents to help 
referee and judge meets, work at the scoring and announcers table, sell food at meets, etc.  Everything is well 
within reason! 
 
We look forward to seeing kids out on the boards this summer.  Tell a friend, bring a friend, and come out and 
DIVE! Any questions? Please email wakefieldchapeldive@gmail.com or contact me directly 
dagrannis@gmail.com; 202-365-6651 (cell) 
 

TENNIS PROGRAM 
 

Danny Heltzel, WCRA Tennis Representative 
 

Our courts will be resurfaced late spring April/ May (3 day process). Please make sure as a community we take 
care of them, no bikes, skateboards, weights, anything not clear liquid, and shoes only that are non-marking. This 
is paramount in order to keep our courts nice. See you on the courts! 
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From Coach Mitchell: 

It is crazy to think that Spring is upon us and with that comes another exciting year of WCRA Junior Tennis. We 

are looking forward to continuing the progress that all players have made over the last year. Due to the uncertain 

circumstances, all sessions are canceled through April 30th. The schedule of sessions will be reassessed in the 

coming weeks. We will communicate to those interested via email with schedule updates. You can also stay in 

tune by visiting www.mitchellfranktennis.com.  
 
Hope to see everyone on the courts soon and if you have any questions contact me at 

mitchellfranktennis@gmail.com. 
 

 
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 

 

Michael Fay, Director for Social Activities 
 

We are remaining optimistic and filling up the calendar with social activities for the summer!  The best way to 
stay on top of the fun is to visit the Social / Activities drop down of the pool website often, as well as the 
upcoming events section, "like" the pool's Facebook page, and read pool emails!  (We will also have a scheduled 
pool closings page for everyone's convenience.) 
 
We are looking to fill the following positions.  Email now to volunteer to help make the pool experience better for 
everyone.  

● Hill Reservations Coordinator:  The coordinator would organize, coordinate and calendar all of 
the hill reservations.  Again, remaining optimistic!  

● Tween Party Coordinator: The coordinator would organize the party for 10 to 12 year olds.  
 
Co-Hosts for the adult party scheduled for 7/11.  Sophie and Jack Lockerby are the new hosts of the adult party, 
so you would work with them on one of the pool's big parties of the year.  
 
Feel free to email any new ideas for parties or activities that you would like to coordinate this summer!  
 
Email Michael Fay at social@wakefieldchapelrec.org to volunteer or with any other enthusiasm!  
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