
SAMSPA General Meeting May 20, 2020 
 
To: SAMSPA Team Managers and Coaches: 
 
These are unprecedented, difficult times for all of us and your Slowpitch league is, 
for the first time in its forty-year history, faced with serious financial viability 
challenges.  Therefore, we are asking each of you to reach out to your teammates 
asking them to “dig into their pockets” and make a donation in support of the St. 
Albert Men’s Slowpitch Association.  
 
At best, the 2020 season will be a shortened one due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and there still remains a possibility the entire season could be cancelled. This 
situation will result in lost revenue impacted by team fees paid, gift card 
incentive, tournaments played, concession and refreshment room hours of 
operation, yet facility operational expenses such as utilities, maintenance, 
insurance, website, office and administration, will continue. To provide a 
sustainable association, additional revenue sources need to be identified. 
 
The Board approved a subcommittee to present a strategic fundraising plan to 
address the operational financial shortfalls. The approved goal is to fundraise 
$50,000; this goal will be realized through the following strategic plan.    
 
First, A “SAMSPA  Survived COVID-19” Campaign with an objective to raise  
$20,000. 
 
SAMSPA players, public members, service clubs and local businesses will be asked 
to make a voluntary contribution. Each contributor, regardless of amount, will 
have their name posted on a “COVID-19” recognition signboard displayed at the 
diamonds for at least three years and on the SAMSPA website according to the 
following tiers: 

• Single - $20 to $100 

• Double - $101 to $200 

• Triple - $201 to $300 

• Home Run - $301 to $999 

• Grand Slam - over $1000 
 



The St. Albert Gazette will be contacted to write an article outlining the league’s 
history, benefits to the community, a request for public donations, as well as 
asking the Chamber of Commerce to encourage the business community to 
support SAMSPA at this challenging time. 
 
Secondly, Host tournaments with the objective to raise $22,000.  
 
SAMSPA would host three tournaments, one in August and one in September 
assuming diamonds are open. A third tournament in the spring of 2021.  SAMSPA 
would coordinate the tournaments with the assistance of volunteers.    
 
Suggested groupings would be mixed, men’s and or ladies’ with a minimum 24 
teams per tournament.  
 
The third action plan involves merchandizing with the objective to raise   $9,000. 
 
Sell “SAMSPA themed” T-Shirts and caps priced @ $25 each. All orders would be 
done via website pre-order and pre-pay. 
 
A minimum $300 donation bid, after expenses, on a handmade garden swing built 
by Richard Houle.  
 
In addition to the fundraising plan the key Principles that have been endorsed by 
the Board are as follows: 

1. In the best interests of the league, there would be no cost reductions for 
maintenance contractor, operations coordinator and umpires as these 
activities are essential to executing the fundraising plan and maintaining 
the league image as a premier organization. 

2. Promote the value SAMSPA provides to players and the community – its 
history (40 years), economic contribution and recreational opportunity 
($9.00 / game where player pays $250 divided by 28 games). 

3. We have started the “SAMSPA Survived COVID-19 Fundraising Campaign” 
and as this is a priority need each and everyone of you to help us with a 
donation immediately to reach our objective. 

 
In closing, now that you know the initiatives the Board is undertaking to fundraise 
$50,000 to provide a financial sustainable league over the next few years, each 



player is asked to make a contribution.  It goes without saying, all players whether 
they have played in the St. Albert Men’s Slowpitch league for decades or only the 
past few years, have been able to enjoy the state of the art ball diamonds, first 
class operation, camaraderie, fun, physical activity and yes, low priced beer!  Now 
is the time for everyone to “step up to the plate” and make their contribution. 
Cheques can be made out payable to St. Albert Men’s Slowpitch Association, 1 
Meadowview Drive, St. Albert, AB. T8N 1M8, e-transfers can be emailed to the 
League Treasurer at treasurer@samspaslowpitch.com, hand delivered to your 
team manager or Board Director.    
 
Thank you for your ongoing support, if there are any questions, we would be 
happy to answer them at this time. 

 
Respectively submitted: by the SAMSPA Fundraising Subcommittee. 
May 20, 2020 

 
  
  


