
 
Parent Code of Conduct 

 
Achieving a high level of sportsmanship from our players starts with the parents.  Membership in the Fargo Soccer Club 
(FSC), i.e. the “Club” and attendance at all soccer events is a privilege and not a right.  As with all privileges there comes the 
responsibility to maintain that privilege.  One of your responsibilities as a parent or guardian is to conduct yourself in a way 
that reflects positively on yourself, your child, your child’s team, your family, the Club and the game of soccer.  Soccer is the 
player’s game.  Parents who do not conduct themselves appropriately will be subject to discipline with the Club and/or its 
governing bodies that could include removal from the Club.  The Club is dependent on the parents to set an example for 
coaches, players, spectators and officials.  Listed below are behaviors you are expected to exhibit at all times. 
 

1. I will learn and follow the laws of the game at all times. 
2. I will remember that the game is for the players and not for the adults.  
3. I will recognize that soccer demands that my child make decisions on the pitch (field) and that my child will make 

and learn from mistakes.  Yelling instructions keeps my child from learning because it may be contrary to what 
the coach has told him and it may hinder him from making his own decision. 

4. I will control my language and not use foul or inappropriate language at any time. 
5. I will have my child arrive on time for all practices and games.  Players should arrive 10 minutes prior to a 

scheduled practice time to warm-up, 40-45 minutes prior to a scheduled game. 
6. I will notify the coach well in advance whenever there is a problem in attending a scheduled event.  Generally, 

this means at least 2 days prior to a practice and 4 weeks prior to a tournament or game. 
7. I will let the coach coach and not yell directions and instructions from the sidelines. 
8. I will talk to the coach or team manager privately and not in front of others if sensitive issues arise. 
9. I will address the coach and others with respect at all times, regardless of their behavior or attitude. 
10. I will respect the opposing team and not cause or seek out any confrontation. 
11. I will respect the game officials and not make comments from the sidelines about decisions made on the pitch.  I 

will remember that they are in control of the pitch and acknowledge that they are human and will make 
mistakes.  Confrontation with the officials, coaches or other adults will not serve my child’s team well.  The 
officials will have the last word even if it results in my being ejected from the pitch or the area. 

12. I will only shout or speak words of encouragement from the sidelines and I will cheer for all players. 
13. I will not encourage any behavior that would endanger the health or well being of the athlete. 
14. I will value skill development, fair competition and effort. 
15. I will adhere to the highest standards and the regulations of the Club and its governing authority.  I will seek to 

honor those who uphold the highest standards and principles of soccer and will use appropriate protocol to 
oppose and eliminate all behavior that brings disrepute to the sport, e.g. violence, abuse, dishonesty, disrespect, 
gossip and violations of the laws of the game and rules governing competition. 

16. I will respect the authority of the club and its administrators by working with the administrators in a positive 
manner.  I will not recruit players to other clubs as this is a violation of USSF bylaws.  Failure to abide by this 
provision will impact my ability to attend games or practices or both. 

17. I will not engage in any meetings with my current team or any sub-segment of my team with the purpose to 
leave the club or convince others to leave the club. 

18. I will not allow my child to engage in any inappropriate Internet-based gossip, chat, bullying, texting, email, 
photo-sharing, etc. which causes or seeks to cause emotional or other harm to a member of the club or an 
opposing club. 

 
I have read and understood the FSC Parent Code of Conduct (this document).  I understand that any violation of this code 
may result in disciplinary action being taken against me.   
 
Name:  _________________________________________ Signatures: _______________________________________ 
 
This signed form must be returned to the Fargo Soccer Club at: 
 
Fargo Soccer Club, 4910 Meadow Creek Drive South, Fargo, ND  58104     or matt@fargosoccer.org 


