
 
 

 
 
 
1/9/2017 - Welcome, Falcon Fans!  The first games of the new year got a boost during Winter Spirit Week 1/3 - 8. Many thanks to 
the Falconatics  (led by seniors Jack Jones, Jack Schmittlein, Peter Gerosa and Sam Batchelder), A.D. Tim Filon and his Assistant 
Allison Schulman, and Booster Club VPs Jen Gorack (Events) and Susie Downey (Volunteers) for making it happen. 
 

I attended all of the games/meets and thoroughly enjoyed them! Among the highlights for me were: 
- watching our boys basketball team hold their own against (and ending the first half just 2 points behind) powerhouse 

Weaver High while a mob of neon fans cheered them on;; 
- witnessing the sheer athleticism of wrestling, and admiring the wrestlers as they showed remarkable sportsmanship when 

each shook the hand of his opponent after a gruelingly, intimate tangle; 
- watching our very young girls basketball team play hard against Simsbury with skillful and enthusiastic support from their 

first-year Varsity coach, Jamaal Lee; 
- marveling at our co-ed  swim team as they beat Farmington’s all-boy  team with participation from novice, experienced, 

boy, and girl swimmers; and getting swept up in the spirit of the team as they cheered each other on with deafening 
enthusiasm!  

 

Regrettably, the Hockey Game scheduled for Saturday night was canceled due to snow. Stay tuned for a reschedule date - and, for 
photos and a full report on Winter Spirit Week, check out the Spotlight  section further along in this issue. 
 

Tonight, Monday, January 9th, at 7:30 p.m. in the Community Room, the Booster Club will hold its general monthly meeting. If 
you’d like  to learn more about Avon Athletics and how you can partner with the Booster Club in supporting your child(ren)’s 
team(s), please join us.  To review the meeting agenda, our financials, and the December meeting minutes, please click here. 
 
GO FALCONS!    SRDavey, President 

 
 

  
For the week of January 3rd - January 7th  

Team Opponent Result 

V Boys Basketball Weaver L 66-82 

 @Simsbury L 40-64 

V Girls Basketball Weaver L 41-69 

 Simsbury L 27-41 

Swimming and Diving East Catholic W 92-78 

 Farmington W 95-83 

Wrestling Glastonbury W 48-33 

 
 
 
 

http://ahsboosterclub.weebly.com/documents-and-forms.html


SCHEDULES 
 
Schedule for week of 1/9/17 - 1/13/17  

Date Time Team Opponent Location 

1/9 6:45 V Boys Basketball Northwest Catholic Home- Avon HS 

1/9 5:15 JV Boys Basketball Northwest Catholic Home- Avon HS 

1/9 3:45 FR Boys Basketball Northwest Catholic Home- Avon HS 

1/9 6:45 V Girls Basketball Northwest Catholic Away- Northwest Catholic HS 

1/9 5:15 JV Girls Basketball Northwest Catholic Away- Northwest Catholic HS 

1/9 3:45 FR Girls Basketball Northwest Catholic Away- Northwest Catholic HS 

1/10 7:00 Swimming and Diving Southington Home- CCSU 

1/10 4:00 Boys/Girls Indoor Track Snowflake Invitational Away- Wesleyan 

1/11 6:45 V Boys Basketball Windsor Home- Avon HS 

1/11 5:15 JV Boys Basketball Windsor Home- Avon HS 

1/11 3:45 FR Boys Basketball Windsor Home- Avon HS 

1/11 6:00 V Wrestling East Hartford Away- East Hartford HS 

1/11 8:00 V Ice Hockey Watertown/Pomperaug Home- Avon Old Farms Rink 

1/13 6:45 V Girls Basketball Windsor Away- Windsor 

1/13 5:15 JV Girls Basketball Windsor Away- Windsor 

1/13 3:45 FR Girls Basketball Windsor Away- Windsor 

1/13 3:45 Swimming and Diving Bristol Central/Eastern/St. Paul Away- Dennis Malone Aquatic Center 

1/14 6:00 V Boys Basketball New Britain Home- Avon HS 

1/14 4:15 V Boys Basketball New Britain Home- Avon HS 

1/14 2:45 V Boys Basketball New Britain Home- Avon HS 

1/14 10:00am V Wrestling Rockville Duals Away 

1/14 7:00 V Ice Hockey EO Smith/Tolland Away- UConn Hockey Arena 

 
 
 
 



SAVE THE DATES 
 
• Monday, January 9th, Booster Club monthly meeting, 7:30 pm in the Community Room 
• Friday, January 13th, Teacher in-service; no school 
• Monday, January 16th, Martin Luther King Day; no school 
• Wednesday, January 31st, athletic team capital disbursement requests are due to Booster Club Treasurer, Jim Stapleton. 
Submissions may be put in the BC mailbox in the AHS office or sent via email to Susan Rietano Davey (president) at 
srietano@gmail.com or to Jim Stapleton (treasurer) at  j.stapleton@comcast.net. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WINTER CONTACTS 
 
(Link for all Winter Contacts here.) 
 

Sport Head Coach & Email Team Rep & Email Captains 

Boys Basketball Kris Pedra 
kpedra14@gmail.com 
 

Holly Zacchio 
gzaccio@comcast.net 
 

Robby Zacchio, Charlie Reiss, 
and Jordan Williams 

Girls Basketball Jamaal Lee 
jlee@avon.k12.ct.us 
 

Jennifer Jeandell 
jennifer@jeandell.com 
 

Marita Galligher, Lauren 
Jeandell, Heather McGuire, 
and Olivia Donahue 

Wrestling John McLaughlin 
jmclaughlin@avon.k12.ct.us 
 

Cheryl Edwards 
cheryledwards@comcast.net 
 

Blake Edwards, Mike 
Lancaster, and Alec Wyatt 

Swimming & 
Diving 

Diana Cesaro 
dcesaro@snet.net 
 

Susie Downey 
susiedow@aol.com 
 

Annie Hayes, Kyle Emery, 
Sarah Preleski, Brendan 
Downey, Sam Johnson, and 
Jared Culbertson 

Ice Hockey Scott Percival 
spercival@avon.k12.ct.us 
 

Fawn Murray 
fawnmurray@gmail.com 
 

Peter Hoffman, Danny 
Shayler, Timothy Arena, Sam 
Buchanan 

Cheerleading Nancy Deschenes 
nancy.deschenes@sbcglobal.net 
 

Bonnie Burns 
bbburns00@me.com 
 

 

Boys Indoor Track Courtney Fusco 
cfusco@avon.k12.ct.us 
 

Diane Oberhausen 
diane.oberhausen@ge.com 
 

No official captains (Seniors) 

Girls Indoor Track Al Dadario 
adadario@avon.k12.ct.us 
 

Diane Oberhausen 
diane.oberhausen@ge.com 
 

No official captains (Seniors) 
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                Last week, the Booster Club kicked off what we hope will become an annual tradition: 

Winter Spirit Week . Given the season, featuring outdoor games under lights (as we do in the fall) 

was not an option, so we worked with the Falconatics  and the school Athletic Department to make 

the week special and exciting in other ways.. 

It was hard to miss the  enthusiastic fans in the student-section at Tuesday night’s boys basketball game, because 

there were so many of them, all dressed in neon. These fans cheered on the Avon boys as they played hard against #4 ranked 

Weaver High - getting to within 2 points at half-time. On Wednesday, another banner crowd made their way to the old gym - many 

of them students stopping by after their own practices - to see the Falcon wrestlers. Coach John McLaughlin voiced his support for 

winter spirit week, saying, “this is great. We really appreciate students and parents coming out today to cheer us on.” A 2001 Avon 

High graduate who read about Spirit Week in the local press brought his two young sons to catch the end of wrestling match. “This 

is my old stomping ground,” he explained to his boys, proudly; “hopefully some day it will be yours.” 

More young fans could be seen at the girls basketball game on Thursday night where Avon Girls Travel Basketball players 

from grades 5-8 attended en masse. The young players were a hearty cheering section and, after the game, they enjoyed meeting 

the Varsity players, sharing cake with them, and getting signed AHS Girls Basketball posters to take home.  

 On Friday night, a record crowd headed over to CCSU to watch our winning Swim and Dive team compete in a meet 

against Farmington. Veteran swim parent, Jennifer Strassner commented, without reservation: “This is the biggest crowd we have 

ever had at an Avon High Swim meet!” The crowd was indeed - big and lively, but not as lively as the swimmers and divers 

themselves. Those of us in the bleachers were inspired watching the camaraderie this varied team of experienced, inexperienced, 

senior-to-freshman, boy and girl swimmers and divers has. Every swimmer and every diver was cheered along until their hand hit 

the wall or their feet hit the water.  

The most anticipated match-up of the week was, unfortunately, postponed. Avon’s co-op Hockey team was ready to take 

on Newington in front of a colossal crowd, but Saturday’s snowfall got in the way. Over 60 students had signed up for the fan bus 

rented by the Booster Club, and a pizza party/tailgate in the AHS parking horseshoe was eagerly anticipated by those same fans. 

The Booster Club is committed to re-ordering the bus (and the pizza) and giving Hockey their Spirit Week due, so stay tuned. We 

will announce the rescheduled date as soon as we have it. 

Many thanks to Avon’s winter athletes and coaches and, especially, to the fans, for making our first Winter Spirit Week a 

success. We hope to expand on it next year, adding a pep rally and/or dance, and invite any suggestions you have for boosting spirit 

at AHS. Next up is Avon’s first  Spring Spirit Week  in May. Details to come! 

 



 

Donned in neon (the color of the night) Ada Kamenetsky, Moira O’Brien, Ariel Birkenruth and Julia Callahan cheer on the boys 

basketball team Tuesday night. 

 



 

Looking ahead to next year, Avon Travel Basketball 8th graders came to cheer on the girls basketball team on Thursday night. 

 

A record crowd attended Avon’s Swim & Dive meet against Farmington at CCSU on Friday; 

Click here to watch one of Brendan Downey’s meet-winning dives ~ a front 2½! 

 

 

 
The Booster Club is accepting capital funding requests for school year 2016-17 right now and through January 31st. In just the past 
five years, we have invested over $100,000 in gear and resources for Falcon teams - things like training equipment, storage units, 
scoreboards, cameras, seating, and much more. Coaches and team reps with ‘wish list’ items they would like to see funded, can 
click here to read our policy and download the disbursement request form.  
 
Please note: 
 

- Requests are due by January 31st 
- Coaches and/or team reps will make their request presentations at our February meeting (Monday, 2/13 at 7:30 p.m.) 
- Member Voting will take place at our March meeting (Monday, 3/13 at 7:30 p.m.).  

 
 

https://youtu.be/kgqLTYi0itA
http://ahsboosterclub.weebly.com/documents-and-forms.html


 
 

❏ Collinsville Press wrote a great piece about the swim and dive team’s win over Farmington on Friday, which you can read 
here.  

❏ The Collinsville Press also reported on the boys basketball team’s spirited game against Weaver, where Jordan Williams 
scored 25 points for the Falcons. Read about it here. 

 
 

LINKS 
 
 
Booster Club December meeting notes and financial report (along with all  previous months’ meeting notes 
and financials) can be found here. 
 
Full season schedules, scores and standings are available at the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference. Visit the CIAC 
website. 
 

The Avon Athletics website is your source for forms, up-to-date announcements, and a copy of the AHS Athletic Handbook which 
provides essential information for athletes (and fans), to visit click here. 
 

For additional info, forms and other calendar items, please visit our Booster Club website. 
 

To see what the Avon athletics fan base has to say, check out the Falconatics twitter page here. 
 

 
 
The Girls Basketball team is looking for singers to sing the National Anthem at the start of their home 
games this season. Interested singers should contact: Mrs. Kearns (rkearns@comcast.net) or Mrs. Jeandell 
(jennifer@jeandell.com ). 
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