SPRINGFIELD JR. THUNDERBIRDS – MATT KOWAL
Matt is a leader on the U18 Half-Season Jr. Thunderbirds. He has gone the distance as a player for Mass/Conn United.
Matt has been with the organization since he played as a mite for the Jr. Falcons. He is a versatile player with a lot of
awareness. He sees the ice very well — definitely a 200 ft. player. Matt’s favorite hockey team is the Bruins and his
favorite player is Patrice Bergeron. Matt is not only a leader on the ice, he has volunteered his time as a skating instructor
for the Jr. Huskies Learn to Skate program on Saturdays. When Matt is not on the ice, he enjoys hanging out with friends.
SPRINGFIELD JR. THUNDERBIRDS – SAM TEEL
Sam is a member of the U16 Half-Season Jr. Thunderbirds. Sam is a 7-year veteran of the organization having started as
a Falcon, in his squirt year. This forward takes great pride in being a strong two-way player. Sam is an unselfish
playmaker who likes setting up his teammates as much as scoring goals himself. He has also developed into a strong
physical presence who delights in throwing his weight around. As such, he enjoys watching the Bruins and his favorite
player is Patrice Bergeron. This high school junior, is looking forward to studying manufacturing and mechanical
engineering in college. When the Thunderbirds U16 half-year season is over, Sam will rejoin his high school teammates
at TriTown, where they hope to return to the Connecticut high school state championship game. When Sam is away from
the rink, you will find him either riding his dirt bike, fishing in Maine or playing Fortnight on Xbox.
SPRINGFIELD JR. THUNDERBIRDS – REBECCA EATON
Rebecca is a key player for the U16/19 Half-Season Jr. Thunderbirds. Rebecca is one of the hardest workers on our team
and regularly pushes herself outside her comfort zone. This combination continues to develop her outstanding potential
as a player. Rebecca is a sophomore in high school and a very driven honor roll student. She has a passion for writing
and hopes to be an author someday. She currently writes for the school newsletter and monthly magazine, as well as, the
literary magazine. She plays the clarinet in the wind ensemble, and in the off season, she plays softball for her high
school team. Her favorite teams are the Bruins, the Connecticut Whale and the Red Sox.
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SPRINGFIELD JR. THUNDERBIRDS – MADISON FOX
Madison plays for the U16/19 Half-Season Jr. Thunderbirds. Madison is a great leader and puts a lot of heart into her
game and her team! Her skills make her fun to watch as a coach; and probably not as much fun as an opponent! Madison
is a sophomore in high school. She plays on the Longmeadow Co-Op varsity hockey team and plays lacrosse for Westfield
High in the spring. Her favorite player is USA Women’s Olympic Gold Medalist Kacey Bellamy also from Westfield, MA.
Madison is an honor student and plans to study nursing after high school. Madison has also volunteered her time as a
skating instructor for the Jr. Huskies Learn to Skate program on Saturdays.

The Mass/Conn United Player Spotlight is a weekly feature throughout the season. To nominate a player
for a future Mass/Conn United Player Spotlight, send an email to massconnunited@gmail.com.

