
Tradition Showcase 
July 10-12, 2020 
Pragemann Park 

50 Oak Street 
Yalesville, CT 

 
There is a great deal of information in this packet. Please read through and share with 

your families. If you have any questions please feel free to email me. 
Coachpiaz@aol.com   Thank you for playing in the  Tradition Showcase 

 
 Disclaimer: Participants, coaches, parents, family, and spectators engaging in softball 
and activities related to softball do so with knowledge of the risk and potential exposure 

involved and agree to accept any and all inherent risks to their personal health.  
 

WE CANNOT STRESS ENOUGH YOUR COMPLETE COOPERATION WILL BE 
REQUIRED TO NOT ONLY GET BACK ON THE FIELD. 

 
 

Restrictions on Teams and Spectators 
  
1.  Only uniformed players playing that day, 3 coaches and 2 parents or guardians 
per player will be permitted in the park.  
Keeping human numbers low will be paramount. Our plan guarantees players, coaches, 
and spectators will remain socially distant.  (12 players, parents of player, 2-3 coaches 
per team). Two parents are welcome but leave siblings, elderly and pets at home for 
safety. 
 
2. Current state regulations call for masks or cloth face coverings in public when 
close contact is unavoidable.  
While the regulations are in place, we will require masks or cloth face coverings to enter 
the bathrooms. For added security we suggest people wear them in any outdoor areas 
they feel they cannot maintain social distance. All spectators will be required to maintain 
6’ social distances. 
 
3. No spectators will be allowed behind the backstops from the outfield end of the 
1st base dugout to the outfield end of the 3rd base dugout.  
All parents will spread out strictly adhering to social distancing from the outfield ends of 
the 1st and 3rd base dugouts and around the outfield. The backstop areas tend to be 
the place folks congregate and in depths more than one person deep creating a choke 
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point in a complex with multiple backstops facing each other. This will not be 
allowed.Caution tape will mark off the areas. 
 
 
4. Spectators will need to bring their own personal chairs for seating. 
 
5. No pop-up tents other than the ones teams use to extend the dugout space will 
be permitted as personal tents will encourage gathering too close together and 
adds too much time to pack up and exit the park. Individual covered chair 
umbrellas will be allowed. 
 
6. Once a team has completed play, they will need to leave the park immediately. 
There will be no lingering to watch or scout other teams. 
 
7. Each field area (benches, dugouts, gates, etc.) will be disinfected daily. 
 
8. Between games employees who will be maintaining the fields, will sanitize the 
team bench. 
 

Field Recommendations Teams 
 

 ● Teams on offense will have only the current 3 players in the batting order in the 
dugout. All other players must be outside the dugout socially distanced. Team may also 
have a parent as the “bat boy/girl” as no players should be clearing the bat. It is 
recommended that one parent or coach be responsible for getting the bats (should be 
wearing gloves) and wiping them down. This person I am being told must have a 
background check and be safe sport certified in order to perform this duty. If you do not 
have a person who fits this criteria the coaches coaching the bases will need to clear 
the bats.  
● Teams on Defense will have people in the dugout socially distanced. If players are 
unable to remain 6 feet apart they must sit outside the dugout as they do on offense. 
Any team that has more than 2 subs should have just coaches in the dugout and the 
other players in the bleachers or extended dugout area. a player or coach responsible 
for wiping down game balls (must supply their own wipes). There will be 2 game balls in 
a bucket in the dugout. Each half inning the team will use only their game balls for that 
half inning. Teams are responsible for chasing all game balls that go out of play. At the 
end of the game balls should be returned to the box so they may be disinfected.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
For everyone’s safety all must understand your complete cooperation is required. 
Coaches must ensure their team adheres to the one/two parent per player rule and 
on-field social distance rules.  
 
The USA Softball of CT Commissioner, Hank Koritkoski or designee, and Tradition 
director Ron Piazza or his assistants, will manage both the game and the social 
distance and safety rules on the field. However, we need the coaches to be an equally 
important part of the safety team. Teams will have a maximum of 2 warnings. If a third 
infraction of social distance rules occurs, the game will end and be recorded as a forfeit. 
 
Spectators are required to obey all commands from event staff regarding social distance 
and park policies. Spectators not following rules of the event will be expected to leave 
the park.  If they refuse to leave, the police will be called. 
 
If anyone, players or spectators are feeling sick, have a cold, coughing etc., STAY 
HOME! 
 
 
 
 
 

Arrival and Departure 
 

Teams with the first game of the day, may enter 1 hour before the game.  Teams 
playing after the first game of the day, may enter 45 minutes before the scheduled 
game time.  Warm ups will be on the field where their game is being played.  There are 
also a few areas outside the fields. Please do not arrive before the 45-minute pre-game 
time.  
 
Once a game has ended players, coaches, spectators should be in their car and leave 
the park within 10 minutes.  Team huddles should not occur on or off the field, including 
the parking lot. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The play adaptations are mainly in terms of social distance. We have tried to preserve 
the game as we know it as much as possible. These are the on-field protocols all will 
need to follow. 
 
On the field and around the field, we will follow strict social distancing. Fastpitch softball 
is a non-contact sport and is ideally suited for such a thing since the players are so far 
apart for nearly the entire time. 
 
The Event Director and USA Softball of Connecticut Commissioner will manage both 
the game and the social distance and safety rules on the field. However, we need the 
coaches to be an equally important part of the safety team.  Teams will have a 
maximum of 2 warnings. We do not want to end the game and have a forfeit if social 
distancing rules are not being upheld.  
  
1. Teams will warm-up in the outfield and edges of the infield only.  
 
4. The plate umpire will be in a new position to call balls and strikes. The umpire will be 
back  from the catcher and then slotted in the space to view the pitch. This will allow a 
view of the ball and the plate while maintaining social distancing. Umpires will not call 
balls and strikes from behind the pitcher due to safety reasons to protect the umpire 
from batted and thrown balls and to avoid colliding with a player and restricting play. 
 
5. There will be no shaking of hands, high fives, fist bumps or even elbow bumps. At the 
game’s conclusion teams will just exit the field. 
 
6. There will be no players at the home plate meeting prior to the game and social 
distance will be maintained by the two managers and umpire. 
 
7. All games will use free substitution and free courtesy runners for the catcher and 
pitcher.  Every player can and should bat in the batting order.  
 



8. Lineup cards will be optional and only exchanged between scorekeepers. If one team 
does not wish to exchange physical lineup cards that will be permitted. If you can 
exchange lineups via text that will be ideal. No physical lineup cards will be given to the 
umpire. We ask teams to use the honor system and any lineup card disputes will need 
to be resolved between scorekeepers. 
 
9. Defensive conferences will be limited to the pitcher, catcher and manager at a proper 
social distance. No team huddles, pre or post game meetings will be permitted. 
No seeds or any food that encourages spitting will be permitted. 
 
10. No sharing of equipment will be permitted. 
 
11. Sanitized balls  are used throughout each game.  
 
12. Teams will have access to the dugouts and bleacher immediately next to their 
dugout. Players should bring their own chairs.  On offense, only the 3rd coach 
(score-keeper) and 2 players should be in the dugout at one time.  All other players can 
remain in the bleacher area.  On defense, only 3 players/coaches are allowed in the 
dugout.  All others should remain in the bleachers or chairs. 
 
13. Spectors/parents cannot give water or anything else to players during  games. 
Players and coaches can and should bring plenty of food and drinks for their duration of 
time in the dugout area.  Spectators will not have access to the dugout or bleacher area. 
 
14. Because there is a limit to  spectators per player, camera’s may be set up behind 
home plate by a coach ONLY for games to be displayed on Facebook Live or any other 
video format/media. 
 
15. There will not be a food truck or concession stand available during this year’s event. 
We may have an ice cream truck and t shirt area. 
 
16. Bathrooms for spectators  and players will be located at each park. They will be 
port-o-lets, sprayed throughout the day and completely cleaned every morning. 
 
 
 
 
 
Rain Policy 



Refunds will be given according to the following policy  
 
2 games started = no refund will be provided.  
 
1 game started = 50% refund will be provided.  
 
No games started = 75% refund will be provided. 
 
The umpires make the decision to play or not play the games based upon the field 
conditions and if they are safe. TheCheshire Flames/Tradition  Event will accept any 
decision an umpire makes to postpone a game due to unsafe conditions.  
 
 
Games 
Each team will play five games against five different teams. Teams will play one or two 
games Friday, one or two games Saturday and one or two games Sunday. Games will 
be played according to USA rules. Teams are spread out so that a pool leaves the park 
before a second pool moves in to keep social distancing. Please assist us as much as 
possible In the case of rain the clock will run. We cannot change game times. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 


