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A Narrative History of the  

Montgomery County Senior Softball League 

A Continuing History – 2019  

 

 

THE BOYS ARE BACK TO START THE THIRD DECADE 

The 2018 Montgomery County Senior Softball League season might have ended on a 

wet note, but it certainly didn’t “dampen the spirits” of all those anxious to return for the start-up 

of the league about to enter it’s twenty-first year of existence. As the league continues to grow in 

popularity, more new retiring seniors are enjoying the ranks of hundreds who have already 

passed through. The 2019 indoor winter season saw thirteen new players, and by the start-up of 

the summer season there were twenty-four new faces joining the ranks of the MCSSL.  

 

THE ORGANIZATION MOVES FORWARD TOWARD 2019 

 The annual MCSSL Board of Directors meeting was held on Wednesday, November 7th, 

2018, once again conducted at KC Prime Restaurant in Warrington, PA. A total of thirty-seven 

out of forty-two board members (league officers and managers) were in attendance. With a busy 

agenda to be covered at the meeting, Commissioner John Frantz opened the meeting shortly after 

10:30 a.m., first thanking everyone for their support during the last six years he has been the 

league commissioner, reminding everyone that his term expires at the close of the meeting as per 

the by-laws. The general agenda items to be addressed were: 1) election of the next 

commissioner, 2) the treasurer’s report and follow-up audit report, 3) officer changes, 4) 

discussion of proposed rules changes, 5) discussion of league re-structuring proposals, 6) 

discussion of membership suggestions, 7) new business.   

 The first order of business was the election of the next commissioner. Secretary Jim 

Marple reviewed the process (election requiring a majority), and advised attendees that Steve 
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Alligood was seeking election and John Frantz was seeking re-election, with four other members 

respectfully declining nominations. Prior to the meeting, both Steve and John had submitted 

written proposals to the league membership (made available for review on the website), and both 

nominees made an oral presentation to the BOD members at the meeting, followed by questions 

from the floor. A written ballot was passed out to the thirty-seven BOD members in attendance. 

Assistant Commissioner Mike DeStefano then oversaw an ad hoc committee of six attendees to 

tabulate the results of the balloting. The results of the election were 23 to 14 in favor of John 

Frantz, who will remain as league commissioner for the next four years in accordance with the 

by-laws. 

 Following John’s re-election, Mike advised that since the role of assistant commissioner 

is an appointed position, the commissioner is free to appoint any league member who may desire 

to fill that role. Mike advised he was amenable to stepping down to allow someone else in the 

ranks of the membership the opportunity to assume the role, and that if anyone was interested in 

that role, to advise John of their interest. Mike further emphasized that the position is open to all 

members of the league, who would be made aware of the opportunity. 

 The next order of business was Treasurer Ron Clemens’ report on the league’s financial 

situation, which remains very sound. The member application fees for the upcoming 2019 season 

would stay the same, the recommendation being no increase in dues. Dues will continue as 

follows: Winter Season fee remains at $100; Summer season fees are $100 for White Division or 

Blue Division play, $125 for White and Red Division regular play, and $110 for White Division 

regular and Red Division extra play. Following Ron’s report, Vince Torno reviewed the findings 

of the most recent audit report. No problems were found, and the following recommendations 

were made: 1) create an upper limit on expenditures beyond which officer approval is required, 

2) minimize cash expenditures, 3) considering adjusting the fiscal year. A task group will be 

formed to review the audit recommendations.  

 The next order of business was the announcement by Commissioner Frantz of three 

officer changes. The following changes were effective immediately: Joe Sharp will replace 

Gordy Detweiler as Travel Team Manager; Bob Miller will replace George Schreader as 

Summer Red Division Director; Vince Torno will replace Bruce Williams as Summer White 

Division Director. The Board thanked Gordy, George, and Bruce for having given their time and 
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talents to the organization. Gordy will continue as the Winter League Director and George will 

continue as the League Historian. 

 Jim Marple next presented the proposed revisions to two rules (Rules 2 and 7), both of 

which were approved (requirement of a two-thirds majority). The revised changes are as follows: 

1) Rule 2e: A team short of players must borrow players from the scheduled opponent when 

excess players are available from that opponent; managers should rotate players that are 

transferred to the opponent throughout the season, and 2) Rule 7j: Tag of a runner by a defensive 

player will not be allowed after crossing the commitment line. The runner will be called safe, the 

ball remains live and the runner is not required to touch the scoring plate. NOTE: If a runner re-

crosses the commitment line for any reason in an attempt to return to third base, he will be 

declared out and the ball remains live. And Rule 7k: Rule 7j applies if a runner is tagged after 

crossing the commitment line. 

 The next agenda item was the discussion of the 64 suggestions submitted by the league 

membership. Suggestions, as in years past, were categorized to expedite the discussion and 

voting process. The details of all the individual suggestions were posted prior to the meeting on 

the Member Area of the website for preview by all.  

In the months prior to the BOD meeting, as suggested by member Joe Laskowski, 

Commissioner Frantz had established a sub-committee (Assistant Commissioner Mike 

DeStefano, chair, Secretary Jim Marple, and members John Packel and Ron Clunk from the Blue 

Division, and Joe Laskowski, Tim Smith, Steve Czyzewicz, and Dan Brady from the White 

Division) to examine all the suggestions and to group the similar proposals into one for the 

purpose of facilitating the discussions at the BOD meeting.  

The most conspicuous topic from the consolidated suggestion list was the pending 

proposals to re-structure the league, many of the suggestions focusing on eliminating the Red 

Division and re-aligning the number of teams in both the White and Blue Divisions. Prior to the 

BOD discussion on the floor, Mike presented the sub-committee’s consensus on this single 

suggestion topic, which consisted of three options. The options for discussion were: 1) Option 

‘A’: retain the current three-division structure (roster of 192 players) for 2019, 2) Option ‘B’: 

create a two-division structure (White and Blue, eliminating Red, roster of 192 players) with 
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each division consisting of six teams, White drafted first, remaining un-drafted players to Blue, 

and 3) Option ‘C’: create a two-division structure (White and Blue, eliminating Red, roster of 

176 players) with eight White teams (14 players per roster) and four Blue teams (16 players per 

roster), with White reducing defensive players from 12 to 11. Each of the options also included a 

suggested drafting and structuring process. Option ‘A’ also included a component to further 

explore the re-structuring of the league in 2020. 

 After a lengthy discussion, the BOD ultimately decided to go with Option ‘A’ and defer 

re-structuring the league until the 2020 season, thus the existing Red/White/Blue league structure 

will remain in place for the entire 2019 season. In the interim, Commissioner Frantz advised he 

would set up a task force (to include himself and representatives from both White and Blue 

Divisions) to re-visit the options, and report back to the BOD by June 30, 2019. The BOD would 

then make a decision on the future course to re-structure the league by July 31, 2019.  

Following the lengthy discussion of league re-structuring, the remaining suggestions 

submitted by the league membership were reviewed. Following are the highlights and results in 

general of the suggestions that were brought to vote:  1) Baserunning: Rule 6d to be revised, 

chalk line to be drawn in foul territory to allow the runner to first base to avoid having to tag 

either white or orange base, only have his foot down on or past the chalk line; Rule 2h to be 

revised, courtesy runner from home will not be called out when batter checks swing unless both 

feet have crossed the chalk line, 2)  Bats: current specs for bats to remain; a method will be 

established to purchase new bats while eliminating older bats (5 per season for the next three 

years) to ultimately have a maximum of 20 bats in the league inventory; system to track bats 

(purchase and retirement) will also be established, 3) Heat: managers shall have the authority to 

cancel, shorten, or suspend a game if heat is considered to be a  health hazard, 4) Umpires: a trial 

of using non-participant umpires (White Division only) will be conducted for the first three 

months of the 2019 season, to be coordinated by Summer White Division Director Vince Torno, 

5) MISC: league will approach Hatfield Township about holding the annual One-Pitch 

Tournament on Friday instead of Monday. 

New business items were also presented and discussed as follows. Health & Safety 

Director Jim Binsberger proposed a project to add another bench to be placed in the vicinity of 

the existing “Vic Zoldy Bench.” The cost of the original bench was $1,245. The BOD members 
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unanimously approved adding a new bench, upping the expenditure to $1,500. Jim has already 

had a dialogue with Hatfield Township, and the league will approach the township for official 

permission and ask if they would be amenable to contributing to the new bench. Social Director 

Manny London reminded everyone about the upcoming Holiday Party event, and asked for 

assistance from any members willing to help with upcoming social duties. Howie Schwartz and 

Jim Husted both volunteered to assist Manny. A proposal was put out to this year combine the 

2019 Family Picnic with the traditional Phillies Ball Girls Charity event (tentative date Saturday, 

June 15th). The motion was unanimously approved.   

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m. by Commissioner Frantz, who thanked all for 

their spirited discussion and input. 

  

THE 2019 WINTER INDOOR SEASON 

 Gordy Detweiler, the MCSSL’s winter league director, once more got the indoor season 

got off to a quick start. The Hatfield facility, under the ownership of XL Sports World, continued 

the long-standing business relationship with the league. The league this winter season saw a total 

of 108 (thirteen new players) signing up to play some winter softball. In mid-December, Gordy 

assembled the managers and held the traditional draft, again fielding ten teams. Scheduling 

continued the same with no changes, all teams playing twenty-two games each. On Tuesday and 

Thursday there would again be a full four games scheduled at 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12 noon, 

and 1:30 p.m. On Wednesday mornings, two games were scheduled at 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  

 Unlike the previous year, the North Penn area experienced a relatively mild winter with 

no major snowstorms causing area-wide closings. Only one scheduled day was cancelled due to 

inclement weather, and the games were made up in late March the week following the close of 

the regular season. All in all, it was a typical winter season with no setbacks, and the boys had as 

much fun as always, looking forward to the summer kickoff. 
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THE LEAGUE’S BUSINESS AND ANNUAL KICK-OFF 

 The annual CPR/AED training was conducted on Friday, March 29th, which consisted of 

training for three volunteer members per team. The annual member kick-off meeting was held on 

Friday, April 5th, with 126 members in attendance.  John Frantz entered his seventh year as 

league commissioner, and was proud to announce that the league was entering its twenty-first 

year. Support for the league by contributors and sponsors remained as dedicated as ever, and the 

participation level continues as strong as could be envisioned. The 2019 season saw a few 

changes from the business standpoint.  

Commissioner Frantz opened the meeting welcoming all the new players to the league, of 

which there were twenty signed up, and began with the general business. He announced that the 

league structure will remain the same for the upcoming season, with play at the three divisional 

levels of Red, White, and Blue. The summer season for 2019 schedule runs from April 15th thru 

October 17th. The social activities planned for the season were many which included: a trip to the 

Iron Pigs minor league game in Bethlehem, annual photo day picnic, MCSSL golf outing, 

MCSSL vs. Phillies Ball Girls (a charity event) combined with the family picnic, annual one-

pitch tournament, and the end-of-season picnic. 

Commissioner Frantz next introduced the primary officers and their duties for the coming 

year. Of note, Jim Binsberger remains as the Blue Division Director, and Gordy Detweiler as the 

Winter League Director. Vince Torno has assumed the new duty of White Division and Summer 

League Director, Bob Miller has assumed the position of Red Division Director, and Joe Sharp 

will take on the role of Travel Team Director. Commissioner Frantz introduced the morning’s 

guest speaker, Dr. Lindsay Fisher, Director of Clinical Operations/Physical Therapist for Total 

Performance Physical Therapy. Many league members are familiar with Dr. Fisher, whose clinic 

is located in the XL Indoor Sports Center where the league plays during the winter season. Dr. 

Fisher’s presentation focused on muscle strain, and how to minimize chance of injury with 

proper exercise and conditioning. Following Dr. Fisher, a short presentation was given by 

League Historian George Schreader, who discussed his duties mostly focusing on the new 

players, then discussed for all the MCSSL Hall of Fame and the nomination/voting/induction 

process which runs from April 5th to April 17th. 
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As had been decided at the BOD meeting the previous October, Commissioner Frantz 

announced the formation of a committee to study league re-structuring for next year, to report 

back to the BOD by mid-season. For the benefit of all members in attendance, Commissioner 

Frantz discussed the new bat policy (being implemented by Equipment Manager John Packel), 

reviewed all the new rule changes for the coming season, and re-emphasized the league’s safety 

directives regarding heat and lightning/thunder. Both Commissioner Frantz and Summer Director 

Torno will jointly assume responsibility for monitoring weather conditions and will make 

determination for issuing cancellations via the hotline. Of note was the league’s upcoming trial 

period to have umpires for White Division games. Umpires are league players who have 

volunteered to take on the task, and who will umpire games other than their own teams. An 

umpiring clinic was conducted for those volunteers. 

A very important item discussed was the league’s annual charity activity. Each year, the 

league BOD members traditionally select a dedicated organization, and then holds several 

charity events during the summer season (one-pitch tournament, golf outing, donations, 

contributions, etc.) All monetary donations are accumulated until the end of the season, when the 

fund is ultimately donated to the designated charity organization. In addition, the league 

traditionally engages in a Phillies Ball Girls charity game (a separate charity donation event). 

For the 2019 season, the BOD designated the Montgomery Township Spartans Baseball & 

Softball Association, which will receive this generous donation from the league in honor of 

league players who have recently passed away. The honored players: Tom Weinman (who was 

closely affiliated with this organization), Doug Hunt, Ed Rutter, Henry Sellers, and Joe Spiecker.  

Of further note were a few informational items presented by various members. Field 

Operations Director Tom Lane reported that the township has deposited a significant amount of 

infield dirt for usage, and that the field maintenance team will be installing permanent-type foul 

lines (between home and first and third and home) on a trial basis. Tom also advised he will keep 

track of rainouts/heat-outs for league history purpose, and requested that all managers advise him 

of such should games be called after the morning start-up. Member Joe Kelly presented a sample 

of a sun hat that could be used by players, and made the proposal that the league look into 

making the hat an optional item for players. Assistant Commissioner Mike DeStefano and Health 
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& Safety Director Jim Binsberger will develop a method for the league to formally recognize any 

member at the time of their passing and family’s memorial.   

Commissioner Frantz thanked all in attendance and re-emphasized the importance of 

safety and good health. As the league entered its twenty-first year, membership continued to be 

strongly supported by veterans and newcomers alike.  

 

THE MCSSL HALL OF FAME 

 The fourth year of the league’s program to honor those who have contributed their time, 

talents, and determination to mold the MCSSL into the organization as we know it today saw 

four new league members inducted into the hallowed hall in 2019.  

At the annual league kick-off meeting League Historian George Schreader presented a 

short overview of the process, in which all league members are encouraged to nominate those 

individuals whom they feel deserve consideration for recognition. The process remained the 

same, and the window period for nominations was opened to the membership until mid-April.   

In accordance with the Hall-of-Fame guidelines, three nominees (not elected last year) 

were automatically carried over into 2019. They were Bill Mallozzi, George Hart, and Ed Rutter. 

In addition, there were five previously nominated individuals (not elected during the first three 

years) who, in accordance with the guidelines, were re-nominated by the original member 

making their nomination. They were Ray Forlano, Bob Wellington, Wayne Bailey, Tom 

Dougherty, and Angelo Malizia. These above eight individuals were automatically placed on the 

nomination list for review by the seven-person Nomination Committee. For 2019, there were an 

additional four nominees (Jimmy Flynn, John Lancaster, Lew Hoffman, and John Packel) who 

entered their first year of eligibility. There was a total of twelve nominees for 2019. 

The Hall-of-Fame Nomination Committee once again consisted of seven league 

members, six of whom serve for two years each under the permanent chairmanship of the league 

historian. The committee this year consisted of the following seven individuals: Historian 

George Schreader (permanent chairperson); Gordy Detweiler (2nd year), Dave Speelhoffer (1st 
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year), and Mike DeStefano (1st year), all three Hall-of-Famers; members-at-large Dale Bishop, 

Ben Fiore, and Bill Bogel (all in their 2nd year). 

The Nomination Committee reviewed the achievements and qualifications of each of the 

twelve individual nominees. The guidelines allow for up to five individuals to be placed on the 

ballot. This year the committee came to consensus and placed four candidates onto the ballot – 

Ray Forlano, Angelo Malizia, John Lancaster, and John Packel. The ballot was then forwarded to 

Commissioner Frantz, who in turn submitted the ballot to the 42-person Board of Directors for 

their voting FOR or AGAINST. The open voting period lasted until mid-May. A margin of 70% 

is required for the individual to be inducted, and all four were elected.  

The results of the BOD voting were conveyed to the membership at the first social/photo 

picnic of the season in late May. The formal inductions into the MCSSL Hall of Fame took place 

on two occasions, one at the annual family picnic on June 15th, and one at the end-of-year picnic 

on November 1st. In the absence of League Historian George Schreader at the annual family 

picnic in June, Hall-of-Fame member and Assistant Commissioner Mike DeStefano presented to 

the crowd the individual accomplishment of Ray Forlano, after which presentation of award was 

made by Commissioner Frantz. Later in the season at the annual end-of-season picnic, Historian 

Schreader presented to the crowd the individual accomplishments of Angelo Malizia, John 

Lancaster, and John Packel. Presentation of awards were made by Commissioner Frantz. The list 

of MCSSL Hall-of-Famers continues to grow each year, and by the 2019 season there were 

nineteen inductees, all fine gentlemen who each in their own way have contributed time and 

effort to build this great organization, and all of whom have exemplified what founder Vic 

Zoldy’s vision was about. 

 

THE 2019 SUMMER OUTDOOR SEASON 

More than anxious to get the season started, the league conducted Field Clean Up day on 

Friday, April 12th, several days prior to the official opening of School Road Park field by 

Hatfield Township. At the kickoff meeting earlier in April, Field Operations Director Tom Lane 

put out the call for volunteers to come out and help with the field preparation. Tommy had a 

great turnout of league members, and the field was groomed and fully prepped for the start-up of 
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practices the following week. Kudos to Tommy Lane and all the others who volunteered their 

time and efforts: Steve Alligood, Dan Brady, Tommy Corcoran, Jimmy Flynn, Joe Holland, Tom 

Holland, Bud Hyndman (who coordinated the league’s plan with the township), George Izzi, Bob 

Kratz, Don Leatherman, Ron Nordmeyer, Scott Norris, Ray Nyahay, Roger Rinker, Dan 

Slemmer, and Vince Torno.  

The season was all ready to go, but Mother Nature picked up right where she left off last 

fall. The first day of scheduled practice at School Road Park had to be cancelled because of 

inclement weather, but the rest of the week turned out to cooperate weather-wise. The boys got 

in the remaining practice sessions, and the league opened regular play on Monday, April 22nd. 

The promise of good weather wasn’t to last, however. The rainy weather continued through May, 

causing a number of rainouts. The decision was made by early June to add a few doubleheaders 

and to extend the season two extra weeks to the end of October to give the boys additional games 

to make up for lost time, which also resulted in moving the end-of-season picnic into the first 

week of November. 

One of the key business items from the earlier BOD meeting was the proposal to use 

league members as umpires. It was agreed that a trial period would be set up in the White 

Division with league members volunteering to umpire games. Steve Alligood, Mike DeStefano, 

and Tom Lane took the lead for the umpire experiment. On Wednesday, April 24th, the umpiring 

clinic was held at the field under the tutelage of Butch Fisher, himself a volunteer umpire in 

other locales. The league started the trial run on April 30th, having two umpires per game for the 

base calls and fair/foul calls. The trial period was held until the end of June. The response by the 

league membership was so positive that it was decided to not only continue umpires for the 

remainder of the White Division season, but to also implement umpiring in the Blue Division as 

well for the remainder of the summer season. Umpiring as a full-time league program will be 

placed on the Board of Director’s meeting agenda for next year. 

The MCSSL’s summer season had the same set-up as the previous year, eight teams in 

the White Division and four teams in the Blue Division. Blue Division games again were all 

scheduled for Mondays and Wednesdays in the 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. time slots; White 

Division games were again scheduled for Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 12 
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noon, and Wednesdays at 12 noon and 1:30 p.m.; Red Division play was again scheduled for 

Mondays at 12 noon and 1:30 p.m. 

 The Red Division entered its fourth year of competition. This season, the new Red 

Division Director Bob Miller set up the division differently. As in the previous year, eligible 

players (only from the White Division) were asked their preference to play either regular or as an 

extra player. With forty-eight indicating to play on a regular basis, four teams of twelve per 

roster were set up and scheduled. There were thirteen players on the extra list. This season, Bob 

asked that any extra player wanting to play on Monday advise Bob via e-mail no later than 

Friday that he would be available for Monday play, and the player would be assigned to any 

team needing substitute players. The Red Division schedule this season was expanded to twenty-

six games, which allowed for each team to play their opponents at least eight times over the 

course of the season. 

Each summer season the MCSSL seems to set some kind of a noteworthy record, but the 

record this season wasn’t exactly what the league membership had in mind. Tommy Lane this 

year did a superb job of keeping a weekly track of the number of games that had to be canceled 

due to inclement weather. While there were no records kept in previous years, all agreed that last 

season and this 2019 season were comparable in games cancelled due to rain or excessive heat. 

For the 2019 season, the ratio of games scheduled to games actually played for each division is 

as follows: 1) WHITE Division, 346 scheduled games/106 cancelled for 69% of the games 

played, 2) BLUE Division, 84 scheduled games/22 cancelled for 74% of the games played, and 

3) RED Division, 40 scheduled games/12 cancelled for 70% of the games played.  

 

THE TRAVEL TEAM MARAUDERS 

 Under the new leadership of Joe Sharp, the Marauders continued to schedule games with 

teams that were still active from other nearby senior leagues. Unfortunately, the 2019 season saw 

several long-time rival teams no longer active or unable to meet scheduling, those teams being 

Allentown, Lyons, Schuylkill County, and Harrisburg. The Marauders only played West Chester 

and three teams from Philadelphia. 
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 The Marauders travel team season started in early winter, and Joe arranged for the games 

to be played at the larger indoor facility at the Sports Plex in Warminster. The Marauders came 

away from the winter indoor season with an impressive 12 wins and 4 losses. With the startup of 

the summer season, the Marauders had a minor setback in that Hatfield Township declined to 

allow games on Fridays at the School Road Park home field. Since summer travel games are all 

played on Fridays, Joe made arrangements to move the home games to Lukin’s Park in Horsham. 

Despite the frequent rains early in the season that caused many travel games to be cancelled or 

not scheduled at all, the Marauders continued on pace. The West Chester gang took a mid-

summer break from competition, leaving only the Philadelphia teams available for competition 

during the summer months. West Chester resumed competition in early fall. All-in-all, the 

Marauders came away with another impressive record of 16 wins against 4 losses. Despite the 

setbacks, the Marauders put together an overall 2019 record of 28 wins and 8 losses, one of the 

best seasons ever. The team is looking forward to next year in hopes of increasing competition. 

 

THE TOURNAMENT SCENE 

 The 2019 One-Pitch Tournament organizers Steve Alligood and George Schreader this 

year opted to hold the annual one-pitch tournament in late May in the hopes of avoiding the hot 

weather. Unfortunately, the wet weather didn’t cooperate. The tournament was originally 

scheduled for May 31st, but had to be cancelled because of excessive rain during the week 

making the field unplayable. The tournament was rescheduled for Friday, September 20th.  

 The day could not have been more perfect! Six teams competed in a double-elimination 

tournament with a total of 75 players participating, with quite a few fans watching and enjoying 

the day. The weather was spectacular with blue skies, low humidity, and plenty of sunshine! 

Temps were in the upper 40’s early, but then in the upper 50’s by the 8:00 a.m. start-up, and later 

in the upper 70’s for the rest of the tournament. 

The day started early around 6:00 a.m. as the field prep team of Tom Lane, Tommy 

Corcoran, and Jimmy Flynn outdid themselves preparing the field for play. Steve Alligood, 

Georgie Schreader, Bob Miller and Manny London set up tables and canopies for refreshments 

and tournament oversight. Thanks went out to Joe Sharp and John Nowmos for volunteering to 
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umpire the last several games. Managers for this year were: Bob Miller (gray shirts), Timmy 

Smith (green shirts), Steve Mallozzi (red shirts), Ray Forlano (white shirts), Howie Schwartz 

(blue shirts), and Dale Bishop (yellow shirts). A coin flip determined the home team each game. 

Each game averaged 30 minutes, and the tournament ended at 2:25 p.m. 

Following are the results of the games (Home vs. Away): 

Game #1: Team Miller vs. Team Smith; Team Miller WON, 3-2 

Game #2: Team Mallozzi vs. Team Forlano; Team Mallozzi WON, 9-4 

Game #3: Team Miller vs. Team Schwartz; Team Miller WON, 8-1 

Game #4: Team Mallozzi vs. Team Bishop; Team Mallozzi WON, 4-0 

Game #5: Team Forlano vs. Team Schwartz; Team Forlano WON, 8-3 (Team Schwartz 

eliminated) 

Game #6: Team Bishop vs. Team Smith; Team Smith WON, 7-5 (Team Bishop eliminated) 

Game #7: Team Miller vs. Team Mallozzi; Team Mallozzi WON, 10-4 

Game #8: Team Forlano vs. Team Smith; Team Smith WON, 4-0 (Team Forlano eliminated) 

Game #9: Team Miller vs. Team Smith; Team Miller WON, 7-4 (Team Smith eliminated) 

Game #10: Team Miller vs. Team Mallozzi; Team Mallozzi WON, 8-3 (Team Miller eliminated) 

Congratulations went out to the Red Shirt Team winners: Steve Mallozzi (manager), 

Steve Alligood, Dan Brady, Tom Cockley, Rich Cubbage, Jeff Griffiths, Gary Krause, Tom 

Levins, Billy Mallozzi, Don Petrille, Nick Silveri, Alex Stanish, and Steve Zoback. A special 

thanks went out this year to Bob Miller, who brought a grill and set up a station under the canopy 

for food and drinks. Hot dogs with all the condiments, snack foods, Gatorade and water were 

available for a nominal fee. Manny London kept the tournament moving along as only he can do. 

This year we set up for a minimal $10 player donation, plus a $5 donation for anyone 

wanting unlimited food and drinks. With additional donations coming from other sources, we 

raised a total of $1,037 for our designated charity, The Montgomery Township Spartans Baseball 
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& Softball Association in honor of those five aforementioned league players who have recently 

passed away. The money was added to the charity fund and presented at the end-of-year picnic. 

 

LEAGUE RE-STRUCTURING PROPOSAL 

 By June 30th, the “2020 Structure Team” task force consisting of Commissioner John 

Frantz, Secretary Jim Marple, Steve Alligood, Ken Moyer, Sam O’Brien, Bobby Sipes, and Tim 

Smith delivered a formal report to the Board of Directors on the proposal to re-structure the 

league for the 2020 summer season. In early July, a league-wide survey was conducted to gauge 

the preferences of the membership. The group reviewed the survey data, which consisted of four 

primary options in general as follows: 1) Option ‘A’, no change from 2019, 2) Option ‘B’, same 

as ‘A’ except re-draft all teams, 3) Option ‘C’, all players play in White or Blue, eliminate Red, 

and 4) Option ‘D, the three Red, White, and Blue divisions each structured on ability. Based 

upon the survey conclusions of the task force, a recommendation was then prepared by the 

group. 

 The recommendation of the task force group was to expand the league from 16 teams to 

18 teams, reducing the rosters to 15 players per team. The White Division would maintain 8 

teams, the Blue Division from 4 to 6 teams. Red Division would maintain status quo (all White 

Division players), with 4 teams of 12-man rosters. The expansion would increase the number of 

players slots up to 210 for the White and Blue Divisions (120 players in White, 90 players in 

Blue). It would also provide for filling all sixteen weekly time slots (i.e. four games each day, 

Monday through Thursday). Teams would be re-drafted every three years. When signing up for 

the season, the individual would indicate division preference, but based upon known ability, may 

not be drafted by that division.   

 In July, the task force’s recommendation went out to the Board of Directors, noting that if 

the changes are made, more people can play in the league (reducing the waiting list) and that the 

reduced number of roster members will increase playing time and at-bats. It also would increase 

team parity and acquaintance with more players.  Each BOD member was asked to vote either 

FOR or AGAINST the recommendation of the task force. The BOD approved the 

recommendation by a 76% vote FOR the restructuring, which will go into effect for the 2020 
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summer season. Further action of the process was deferred until after the completion of the 2019 

summer season. 

 

THE SOCIAL SCENE 

 Manny London, the league’s outstanding social director, organized yet another 

spectacular annual holiday party at the beginning of December, 2018. The event was again held 

at the Church of the Messiah on Route 202 in North Wales. The feast was fantastic as always, 

with plenty of food and drinks for all. Manny arranged this year for some great entertaining 

enjoyment. The “Dynamic Duo” was musical entertainment provided by The Jake Kaligis 

Dynamic Duo plus The Bucks County Gentlemen.  As always, it was a great evening of cocktails, 

dinner, entertainment and dancing. 

 Moving into the spring and summer months for 2019, the league held the first outdoor 

social event of the season in mid-May. On Friday, May 17th, the traditional team photo day was 

held followed by another great picnic orchestrated by Manny. One of the highlights of the picnic 

was the official announcement that Angelo Malizia, Ray Forlano, John Lancaster, and John 

Packel were the new members to be inducted into the Hall of Fame in June. 

 On Wednesday, June 12th, the MCSSL’s night at the Phillies AAA team Iron Pigs’ game 

saw 103 attendees as league and family members enjoyed a minor league baseball game on a 

nice weather evening in Bethlehem. Once again, the league was among the groupings of 

attendees to throw out a ceremonial first pitch before the game. This year, the “pitching ace” on 

the mound from the MCSSL was Bob Wellington, who as anticipated, threw the pitch for a 

perfect strike. Was there ever a doubt? 

The highlight social activity of the summer season was the family picnic held on 

Saturday, June 15th. Good weather prevailed, and for the second year in a row, the event was 

combined with the Travel Team Marauders playing a charity double header against the Phillies 

Ball Girls (the fifth year in a row). The doubleheader charity game highlighted the day, raising 

$900 for the dedicated Phillies charity. The girls brought along a super team this year, handily 

defeating the “old-timers” in both 9-inning games. Later in the afternoon, a very high turnout of 
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MCSSL players and families enjoyed yet another spectacular picnic social orchestrated by 

Manny and his special entourage of MCSSL volunteer members. Following the feast came the 

induction of one of four new members into the MCSSL Hall of Fame. 

The league’s outstanding charity efforts seem to never cease. Senior softballers in this 

league don’t just play softball. What has turned into a fun event is the annual MCSSL Golf 

Outing, held on Thursday, June 27th, once again at Skippack Golf Course, which has been 

exceptionally accommodating to the league for the past few years. This year Mike DeStefano, 

Steve Czyzewicz, Vince Torno, Jimmy Flynn, and Ben Fiore assumed the duties of the golf 

organizing committee and turned in an excellent job! Forty-four members of the league were in 

competition for the prestigious prize of… bragging rights! Again, it was a weather-friendly day 

as the boys played a fun round of 4-man scramble golf. Winners this year were as follows. Low 

Gross Score (tie at 62): Team of Steve Czyzewicz, John McCullough, Tim Crandall, and Dan 

Brady, and Team of Jim Hagopian, Ron Pratowski, Jim Flynn, and Enzo Vassalluzzo. Each team 

won a free round of golf at Skippack. Low Net Score (50, gross score of 66 with 16 handicap): 

Team of Fred Walker, Brian McCleary, Rich Cubbage, and Tom Corcoran.  The team will get 

embroidered shirts and a free round of golf at Limekiln. Closest to Pin: Rich Cubbage (hole 

number 5). Longest Drive: Jim Corrigan (hole number 17). Closest to pin on 3rd shot: Ray 

Nyahay (hole number 2, in for an eagle!) Many league members donated prizes, and this year 

there were more prizes than ever before. Nobody went home without a golf trinket or two.  

The event itself netted $358 for the charity fund. During the round, all 44 golfers 

participated in “Beat the Pro Challenge” by paying a nominal fee to attempt to hit a tee shot 

closer to the pin than the local pro at the short par-3 at hole number 18. A number of league 

members actually beat the pro, receiving a free round of golf at Skippack. The challenge itself 

raised an additional $220 for the charity bucket. Ben Fiore, for the fourth year in a row, collected 

used golf balls, which Ben sells to a local driving range, donating the money back to the annual 

charity coffers. Ben collected roughly 2,000 used golf balls, which added approximately $200 

more to the charity fund. A total of $578 was collected from the golf outing event, plus monies 

realized from Ben’s collection efforts. 

With the weather causing many games to be canceled during the summer months, the 

season was extended to the end of October and the annual end-of-season picnic moved to 
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November 1st. The sun was out, but it was a chilly and very windy day. Still, 131 were in 

attendance to enjoy another spectacular feast arranged by Manny and Mrs. London. Manny’s 

theme this year was a good old-fashioned Octoberfest. The give-away gifts on the table 

contributed by members were aplenty, and the 50-50 give-away saw an additional three members 

winning a prize. Following the feast, Commissioner Frantz addressed the crowd and recognized a 

number of individuals and accomplishments during the year, among the topics being recognition 

of league officers and managers/assistant managers, umpiring group volunteers, field preparation 

team, and all those who contributed time and effort during another successful season. One-Pitch 

Tournament co-organizer Steve Alligood presented the annual engraved One-Pitch Trophy to 

this year’s winning manager, Steve Mallozzi, who will retain the trophy until next year’s event. 

The three additional league members, as noted above, were inducted into the MCSSL Hall-of-

Fame.  

This year a very special presentation was made that exemplifies the generosity of the 

MCSSL organization. Earlier in the season, the league membership supported the proposal to 

select The Montgomery Township Spartans Baseball & Softball Association as this year’s 

recipient in memory of five of the league’s recently deceased members. As noted previously, one 

of them, Tom Weinmann, was closely associated and active with the youth group. Prior to the 

presentation, each of the five deceased members were remembered in kind words made by their 

fellow comrades. Mike DeStefano spoke of Tom Weinmann, Timmy Smith of Doug Hunt, John 

Packel of Ed Rutter, Joe Sharp of Joe Spiecker, and John Frantz of Henry Sellers.  

Following the remembrances of players now gone from our ranks, presentation was made 

to this year’s recipient. With monies collected from the golf outing, Ben Fiore’s used golf ball 

collection program, and the one-pitch tournament, the league donated $2,000 to our designated 

youth organization. Tracey and Mike DeLorenzo of the association, along with Mrs. Terry 

Weinmann and daughter Jamie (Weinmann) Collier, were on hand to receive the check. On 

behalf of the association, Tracey expressed her sincerest gratitude for the generosity of all the 

seniors who play in this league and support such worthwhile organizations. As a sidebar note, 

Tracey and Mike also brought along their two children for them to experience the camaraderie of 

senior softball, and Tracey was overheard telling her children that, “… just like these guys, you 

can play ball forever.” Compliments such as this don’t get much better. As another sidebar note, 
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Mrs. Weinmann forwarded a very nice follow-up written thank you to Assistant Commissioner 

DeStefano the very next day. In her note, she expressed how grateful she was that Tom’s 

teammates were wearing “TW” patches on their sleeves in honor of her late husband, and 

thanked the league again for how special it was to her and her family.   

  

ANOTHER FUN-FILLED SEASON COMES TO AN END 

 What else can be said other than it was another very successful year for the MCSSL. All 

agreed that it was a weather year as bad as the previous year, but in retrospect, it gave us the 

opportunity to extend the season and have some softball fun just a little while longer. But despite 

the setbacks, the 2019 season was another terrific success for all the MCSSL activities. Tommy 

Lane’s field maintenance team seems to be getting better and better every year, and there doesn’t 

seem to be enough that can be said about Tommy Corcoran, Dan Brady, Jimmy Flynn, Roger 

Rinker, John Kahrs, Scott Norris, and Howie Schwartz, who all turned in another terrific effort to 

keep the field playable despite the weather-related obstacles.  

 The 2019 season came to a close with the traditional end-of-season picnic, this year 

pushed back to November 1st, the latest it has ever been held. But despite the chill and the winds, 

the turnout was higher than expected. The talk of the day, as always, was about how fast the 

summer season got by us again this year, and how often the boys had to dodge the raindrops. 

And of course, they talked up the coming indoor winter softball season. The boys also looked 

forward to the league’s re-structuring, anticipating that even closer friendships will be made with 

new teammates. There wasn’t a doubt in anyone’s mind. The 2020 season is just around the 

corner… 


