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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 2019 SUMMER SEASON 

 Baseball and softball, they say, are games of statistics. While the Montgomery County 

Senior Softball League does not keep individual statistics, we do, however, recognize the 

outstanding accomplishments and notable events that keep us all brimming with pride. Here are 

only some of the things that have occurred or that have been accomplished by players and teams 

that make for fond memories in the season that has passed. 

 

The 2019 Summer Season 

 

• Spring & Summer, 2019 – Prior to this season, the MCSSL did not keep any record of 

game cancelations due to inclement weather. But nobody in the league could remember a 

previous season that had more games called because of weather, especially the rain.  The 

league’s Director of Field Maintenance, Tommy Lane, did a great job this year of 

keeping track of games cancelled due to the weather. Tom recorded that the White 

Division only played 69% of scheduled games, the Blue Division only 74% of scheduled 

games, and the Red Division only 70% of scheduled games. 

 

• August, 2019 – Talk about whacking the hornet’s nest. The boys were certainly annoyed 

this summer by a bevy of bees all around the field. The not-so-noteworthy highlight was 

the hornet’s nest in the third base dugout, ultimately sprayed by the Hatfield Township 

maintenance crew. It took over a week before the bees disappeared. Despite the constant 

presence of these pesky creatures over that period of time, nobody reported having been 

stung.  

 

• Thursday, August 8th, 2019 – Mountaineers v. Magicians. A pretty nifty triple play 

highlighted this game. The Magicians’ first two batters reached base safely, occupying 

first base and third base. On the next pitch, Mountaineer’s pitcher Tom Holland snagged 

a hot grounder, pivoted and threw to shortstop Bob McBride at second, who relayed the 

throw to Joe Sharp at first base to complete the routine double play. The Magicians’ 
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runner on third base initially broke for home, scooted back toward third, hesitated, then 

decided to try for home. Too late. Joe threw a strike to catcher Bob Schuettler to 

complete a triple play. 

 

• The Extended Season – For the first time in the league’s memory, the season was 

extended until the end of October to make up for so many games cancelled due to 

inclement weather. In addition, from the end of September through October, teams 

played double headers as part of the re-scheduling to make up some games.  

 

• The Long Ball – A banner year with 33 long balls over the fence! Hats off to all our guys 

who managed to sock at least one home run during regular Red and White Divisions 

league play at the Hatfield School Road Park field. They are: Ron Geib, Missiles (13); 

Ted Hoffman, Missiles (13); Tom Levins, Missiles (3); Mike Friend, Missiles (1); Jimmy 

Weiss, Magicians (1); Bob Miller, Musketeers (1); Tim Crandall, Musketeers (1).  

 

 

“It ain’t over ‘til it’s over!” – Yogi Berra 

Each year there seems to emerge a few games that somehow stand out among all the rest to 

represent just how much fun we have and how great this league can be. Did any of us have this 

much fun when we were little kids playing ball? 

• Thursday, August 22nd, 2019 – Monarchs vs. Marathons, a game for the record books! The 

Monarchs faced off with the mighty Marathons at noon on a "dog day in August". After 

some sloppy play by the Monarch defense, the Butterflies found themselves trailing 9-2 by 

the 4th inning. It didn't look good for the Monarch Dozen, as Marathon pitcher Paul Harvan 

was mowing down batters like Nolan Ryan, inducing six swing and miss strikes along the 

way. However, the home team Monarchs kept chippin' away, and after scoring 3 runs in the 

bottom of the 6th, the score stood close at 12-11. Looking to build on their lead, the visiting 

Marathons’ first two batters in the top of the 7th got hits and were perched on first and 

second base with nobody out. Then it happened! Durso-to-Bogo-to-Scheiner. In the best 
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tradition of Tinker-to-Evers-to-Chance, the Monarchs trio turned a triple play. Ground ball to 

Bill, who stepped on third, fired to Lou at second, who relayed the ball to Len. Inning over. 

Was there destiny in the air for the Monarchs? In the bottom of the 7th with two runners on 

base, a key hit by Monarch pitcher Bob Gallagher plated the tying run. When the play ended, 

Eddie “The Eagle” Spiegle was standing on third with one out. With the score now tied at 12 

all, up stepped Dale Bishop, determined to get the game winning hit. The ball jumped off his 

bat to left center, and the Monarchs on the bench all rose ready to storm the field. However, 

Joe Laskowski swooped in and caught the ball and fired home. The alert Eddie The Eagle 

tagged up and flew toward the plate, racing the throw from the outfield. The initial call was 

"out" but on further review when the dust settled, the ball lay just short of the catcher's glove, 

and The Eagle had landed safely with the winning run! A magnificent come-from-behind 13-

12 victory for the Monarchs! After the game congrats were in order, Joe Kelly, Monarch 

Manager, said it best. "Senior softball at its finest was on display today!" 

 

• Tuesday, September 24, 2019 – Talk about victorious Butterflies… It wasn’t’ just great 

pitching from Al Angely and a few super defensive plays from Bob Carnahan and Lou 

Bolgosano. With the Monarchs trailing the Mighty Missiles 6-4 in the bottom of the seventh 

inning, there was still hope that the Monarchs could pull it out. Bill Durso led off the inning 

with a single, followed by the same from John Frantz. The next batter grounded into a force 

out at third base. With one out, Lou had a swinging bunt in front of Missiles’ pitcher John 

Packel. Lou sprinted to first, beating the throw for a very key hit. The bases were loaded. Up 

came Roger Parker, who was overheard by all his teammates mumbling to Ray Forlano, "I 

need a gapper." Roger hit a line drive into the gap, splitting the two center fielders for a walk 

off, game winning triple! Final score, Monarchs 7, Missiles 6. 

 

• Thursday, September 26, 2019 – Magicians vs. Monarchs. The Butterflies made the 

highlights again, but this isn’t exactly what they had planned. The Magicians were down 

three runs going into the bottom of the sixth and somehow managed to bounce back with four 

runs to pull ahead 7-6. In the top of the seventh, the Monarchs lead off with the first two 

batters safe on first and second. With nobody out, the Monarchs’ next batter rips a grounder 

up the middle. Pitcher Wayne Bailey snags it, pivots and fires to Rich Server covering 
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second for out number one. Rich turns and fires to Bryan Wood at third to record out number 

two. The whole team yells! The batter is slow getting down to first base. Bryan fires to first 

baseman Bob Kratz for the third and final out. A walk-off triple play to secure a 7-6 come 

from behind victory for the Magicians! Even Richie Ashburn would have said, “Hard to 

believe, Harry.” 

 

 

THE NUMBER ONE HIGHLIGHT OF THE SEASON – Again, we’ve got two great 

highlights! 

• The 2019 Spring & Summer Season – The MCSSL achieved yet another significant 

milestone in its long, storied history. This past season saw three guys in their 90’s still 

running around the bases at School Road Park playing ball like they were still little boys. 

It doesn’t get much better than this. It’s a great honor for the league to recognize Angelo 

Malizia, Walt Godshall, and Tony Galli, who still play the game with as much enjoyment 

as they ever have.   

 

• September, 2019 – Tommy Corcoran turned the ignition key, but the MCSSL’s “Certified 

Pre-Owned” tractor just wouldn’t start. The battery cranked down to zero. The games 

were “afoot” and the field had to prepped by 9:00 a.m. for the start of the first game. This 

is yet another story of just how great this league has become! Undeterred, Tommy 

Corcoran asked himself, “… what would they have done back in our Little League days 

in the 1960’s to get the field ready when tractors weren’t available?” Tommy grabbed 

the heavy spiked mat by the chain handle with both hands (the mat is normally attached 

to the back of the tractor) and with a mighty heave, Tommy dragged it out onto the 

infield. In the wee hours of the early September morning, Tommy Corcoran, with the 

chain wrapped around his shoulders, by himself lugged the heavy mat through the 

pattern, dragging it around the infield until it was smoothed out enough to his satisfaction 

for all the guys to play ball. When he was all done, totally exhausted and after being 

satisfied that the field was all prepped for the guys to start the first game at nine o’clock, 

Tommy put away the mat. Later he revealed to Tommy Lane just how much he had 
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exhausted himself. But it didn’t matter. The field was prepped. Play ball. He only asked 

that the tractor get fixed, which Howie Schwartz accomplished the next day with Jimmie 

Flynn on hand to prep the field just in case there was a repeat. The most complimentary 

thing that resulted from this whole episode was this. The players that morning 

complimented just how nice the field had been prepped that morning, totally unaware that 

Tommy Corcoran had done it all by hand.  

 


